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c |luſtriſs'mo Heroi &. 
Domino, D. Roberto Dudleio, Co- 
miti Leceſtrenſi , Baroni Den- 


bighenſi. &c. Domino 
ſuo Colendiſſimo. 


XZ Olent hi quibus plurimi ſunt cre- 
Vil ditores , ſupellex vero adeo Curta, 
7 5\- tenuts, vt omnibus (atiſfacere 
8SS>SM nequeant,id imprimis curare, Ut 

cum 45 ,quibus plurima debent primum paciſ= 
 Cantur: Ita ego, Heros illuStriſſume, cuns 
bh habeam infinitos prope , tum hic,tum alibi, 
= quorum beneficys ſum obftriftus, ſimque-ſt- 
mul omnibus ſoluedo wmpar,ab ys potiſſimum, 
ordiendum duxi, quime, pre reliquis, ſummse 
meritorum ſnorum cumulo , quodammodo 
manciparunt , In horum catalogo,cum tua cet- 
ſirudo, non poitremas teneat, ut que, ofto ab 
hint annis cum primum in Anglian veniſſem, 
non modo ſummo fauore ac beneuolentia, me 
excepit , verum etiam inſipns liberalitate, 
quan tamen (ut quod res et dicam ) minime 
captabam,vltro et proſequuta : officy meieſſe - 
duxi,aliquam animi mei gratitudinem erge 
inam Amplitudine depromere, Sunt ( Re” 
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EPISTOTLA: 


&& alia,exinde innumera tua, in mt beneficia, 
quoruns longam ſeriem ſugillatim enumerare, 
& operoſum foret, &- tha fortaſſis excellentie, 
non ita gratum : qui ut beneficia tua apud pe- 
regrinos omnes (maxime autem qus literarum 
pretatiſquze nomine commendarentur ) ponere 
munquan dubitafti : ita (quod proprium e#Þ 
virtatis vereque beneficentie ) rette faltorum 
conſcientia contentus nullam pro ys altam | 128 
tam aut laudem, aliquando repopoſciits, ltag, 
erſide tuis meritis multa habeo, vere dicere, 
veritus tamen ( ut dixi ) ne intempeſtiua , aut 
rimis magna, fortaſſis laudum tarum come- 
moratione, generoſiſſimuns tuum animum, ea 
que nos admiramur fait idientem, offendam, 
bis omnibus conſulto reliftis, ad 1d me confe- 
ram,quod cum excellenti, Heroica tua virtuts 
et digniſſimum,tum ex omnibus tut, in we 
beneficys ſummum ſemper maximumg,, me- 
rio duxi, Nonenim (ut nunc ſunt howinuns 
mores ) ſecundis mes rebus duntaxat, fauto- 
rem te meum habers , woluiiti : verumetians 
( quo ſmngularis eſt virtutis , perfetteque en- 
$ſdam beneuolentie ) difficillimis meis tem- 
poribus, benigniſſimum te mihi patronum pre- 
buiſts, neque temere in Vulgus ſparſis , ſtatins 


EPISTOLA, 
fidem adhibuiſts , ſed (quod fortiſims atque 
prudentifimi erat Herois) cum magno illo A» 
lexandro , alteram aurem mihs aſſeruaſti, ac 
mxta vetusillud Athenienſe, a uPoly 0j40IGSF 
KKBOXtoHfpuevo , mea innocentia copnita, a= 
thoritatem tuam ac patrocinium,preſidio mibs 
eſſe, hattenns ſemper volu3ts, Eogne patio, ut 
non modo mea fama , que partim ambiguis 
quibuſdam rumoribus , partins nimia quorun- 
dam credulitate, in periculum venerat ( quan- 
tum in te fait ) incolumns, atque integra m1hs 
conſtat, verumetiam benenolentiam, bonamg, 
ruam pratiam,inſuper ſum adeptus. I norum 
iſt ud,tanti facio,quants nobil:ims, kberalifi 
mique Heros pratia, homini mee conditionis, 
facitnaa eſt :illud, quo nomen meum ſmgulars 
FKo indicio ac prudentia,ab infamie nota,bona 
ex parte vindicatum ſentio, ua charum eſt, vt 
pre hocno, reliqua ( que aloqui ſunt maxi- 
ma penenthils ducam, Q uid enim efſe poteſt, 
Euangelice dotFrine precont, fama charins ? 
guid acceptius,quid denique mains aut in vita 
optatius ? ut refttifime thihi dixiſſe videatur 
Salomon, Melior eſt fama bona,quam imgentes 
dunie : Contrag, in Chriſtianom charnatem 
granifume peccare videantur non hi ow 
Ll Dn Arc 
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EPISTOLA. 
hanc fratri , per fraudem eripiunt , veruns 
etiam qui calumnizs temere fiden adhin 
bent : cum niſi muenirentur quts &PXTXVISOYS 
criminationes acciperent totum llud pernicag- 


ſirmum calummatorum genus ſua ſponte cor= 


rueret,falſique rumores prorſum enaneſcerent . 
Et ſanemiſitalps (quod atunt ) eſſemus cacio- 
res,vel natura ipſa duce intelligeremu, fama; 
quam optimus quiſque, ipſo capite chartorens 
habet,ſme ſumma miuria,omnſque humant- 
tatis violatione, alter eripizon poſſe, Nec nor 
frequenter illud nobis in mentem veniret quod 


wel ab Ethnic prudentifiine animaduerſum 
leginans ;, Sapientiflimum rerum omniun con 


ducrem Deum, vnam duntaxat homing lin« 
guam dedifſe, non ad mentiendum, aut Ca- 
lummandum, fed ad anmmi & pettorts ( cuts 
eregione poſita et ) ſenſa,vere, ingenue,cane 
ardeque exprimenda : binas vero anres lar + 
gitunz , tam apta ratione collocatas , vt que 
nobis dicuntur, (> dextrorſum + ſiniſtror- 
ſum anaire valeamus, Sed wt ad rem , tan- 
dem aliquando veniam , Heros ampliſame, 


, voluz pro tor tantiſque tuis quibus obſtriftiſſi 


mum met nabesmeritis, hanc meam metaphra- 
ſim in epiſtolans ad FRemanos, primo quidens 


Lating 


TY EE PW» OI COLE A RPE ri re hs ATE ot on 
. ee. - $ IDEALS ts w7 ya ie ES > —— : "5d A _— __ as FS As 


EPISTOEM. 


Latine a me ſcriptam, meisg, auditoribus co- 
municatam : deinde amict cuinſdam mei ope- 
ra,in Anglicum ſermonem tranſfuſam, nomint 
tuo dedicare:ut cum referre omninogratiam, 
tanto Heroinon poſiim, aliquam ſaltem grati- 
tudinis ſrgmficationem darem,Et quanquan 
mn tud, non ſit, aut preſtantia tua , aut 
acceptis beneficys dignum, ſed nec voluntats 
quidem mee par, (ſi non ſacroſanctans ipſan 
Apoſtoli epiſtolam,ſed meos duntaxat labores, 
antuearis: ) ſpero tamen te (que tuaeſt anims 
generoſitas, ac maynitudo) non lenidenſs i5to 
dono,ſed donantis animo( qui ane in tunm ob- 
ſequium propenſiſiimus eſt )infpetto,mea hanc 
qualemcung, opellam, equi boniq, conſulturit, 
E'x cuins leftione,ſt quid emolumenti accepe- 
ris,id omne vni Deo opt, Max, acceptum fe- 
res,qui mihi ſantto ſuo ſpiritu, haſce medita- 
tones ſug geſſerit ,quas in commune Eccleſie 
bonum depromerem : Sique opinionem illans 
tuam,quam de dottringe mee puritate,non in- 
zria (vt ſpero ) concepiſts , confirmabit iſt ins 
= khbellmeileftio, tum 1d abs te petam (de quo 
* tamen dubitare non debeo )ut non ſolum bene- 
3 wolentia,ac fauore tuo, magis magiſqhe me co- 
pleita- 
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EPISTOLA; 


plefaris, verum etiam ſcriptum hoc, authors. 
rate tua fours, atque tearis : O uod tamerſi 
in to nomine Anglicano ſermone,veluts noua 
quadam veſte, indutum, appareat + uniuerſe 
tamen Eccleſie Anolicane tanquam fidet mee 
confeſſionem, &- examinanaum C& indican- 
dum propono. Bene C- feliciter vale Heros 
clariſime , Deumg, pracor Opt , Max. vt 
celſitudinem tuam , firmifimum buic Regno 
preſidium du ſerniet incolumen . 


T ue celſitudini deditiffimus 
Antonius Corranus, 
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70 THE RIGHT 
honorable, and bu ſmpu- 


lar good Lord, the Lorde 
Robert Dudley 
Earle of Leiceſter,Baron of Denbigh, 
Maſter of the Q neenes Maieties ' 
horſe, of the noble order of the gar« 
ter Knight and one of hir highs 
neſſe honorable priuie 


Connſayle.c&c. 


OE” 


Vcheasarein- 

detted to many men, 

and yet haue ſo ſhorte 

| and {lender abllitie,that 

Re=X" they cannot ſatiſfy them 

all,are wont to Jay by all meanes to c0- 
pounde firſt with them to whom they 
owe moſt. So I alſo, right noble Earle, 
hauing in maner infinite perſons both 


' here andelſewhere,which haue bounde 


me to them by their benefites, and bee-= 
ing vnable to diſcharge my ſelf towards 
them all, haue thought it meete to be- 

q li}, gli 
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THE EPISTLE 


gn cheefly at thoſe, which 2boue all o-. : 


thers haue after a ſorte brought me in 
bondage to them, by ouerloding me 
with their deſerts. In whiche number, 
foraſmuche as your Honor is not the 


_ furtheſt behinde, as whoaboutan cight 


yeeres ago, at my firſt comming into 
wt: ga onely receyued mee with 
ſingular fauour and good wall, but alſo 
rewarded me with very bountifull libe- 
ralitie, which notwithſtanding (to ſay 
the truthe) was the thing that I leaſt 
ſought for : I deemed it my dutieto vt- 


ter ſome thankfulneſſe of minde to- 
wards your Lordſhip. There are (I con- 


feſle) other innumerable benefites of 
yours towards me ſince that time, the 
reckening vp whereof in order one b 

one would be both tedious and perad- 
uenture not. very acceptable to your 
Honor : who, as you haue not at any 
time ſticked to beſtowe your. benefites 
vpon all itraungers, and ſpecially ypon 
ſucheas were comended to you for lear- 


ning and Religion : ſo beeing conten-' % 


tcd with the conſcience of weldooin 


(which 


DEDIC AT ORIE, 


A (which is the propertic of vertue and of 


2 true bounteouſnes) you haue neuer re- 
2 quired any-other thanke or commen- 
F dation for the ſame. Therfore although 


] have many things to ſay (and that tru- 


© 1y) of your Honorable deſerts:yet not- 
s withſtanding tor feare (as I ſayd) leaſt I 
2 might perchaunce by mine-vnfeafona- 
; 7 ble or ouergreat-ſetting foorth of your 


" 
_y. 
* 
23» 
* 
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q 
{;y / 


4 prayſes,oftend.your noble mind, which 


deſpiſeth the things that we haue' in ads 


- miration : I willingly leaue all: thoſe 
2 things, & proceede to that which both 


3 beſeemeth both your excellent &noble 
2 diſpoſition, andwhich 1 have alwayes 
3 juſtly taken to bethe cheefeſt & greateſt 


'2 of all your benefites towards mee. For 
{ you haue not onely voutſafed to fauour 
2 mein my proſperitie (as the-maner of 
2 the worlde is nowadayes) but alſo ſhe- 
2 wed your ſelfe 'a moſte fauourable Pa- 
3 rronein my cheefeſt diſtreſſes (whiche 
2 is the propertie of ſingular vertue, and 


= of perfet good will) and not ſtreight- 


| 3 wayes giuen credite to matters vnad- 


 viſcdly giuen out, but (which was the 


poynt 


THE EPISTLE.. 


oyntofa moſte ſtout and wiſe noble | 
man) did vvith great Alexander keepe | 
oneeare for me, and according to the 3 
olde ſayde ſawe of Athens, gauecare to | 
both fidesalike , and perceyuing myne 
znnocencie, voutchſafed alwayes ſince 
to imploy your authoritie arſd protec«| 
tion to my defence. By meanes whereof # 
not onely my good name(which part-" 
ly through ccrtein doubtfull reportes, # 
and partly through t}.z ouerlight belefe®: 
of ſome perſons,was falne in perill) abi- 
deth whole and ſound to me, ſo farre as 3 
lay in you todo :-burt alſo I have more- | 
ouer obteyned your wel liking & good? 
fauour: Of which things 1 make ſo great] 
account as a man of my meane ſtate? 
ought to-make of the fauour of a moſte|? 
honorable and bountifull noble man, % 
And ſurely that dealing of yours wherby /* 
I finde my good name forthe'moſt part * 
defended through yourſingular judge: 
ment & wiſdome, from thereproche of 
infamie, is of ſo great account with me; $ 
that in copariſon of that alone, 1 take ® 


the relidue (which notwithſtanding are | 
veryÞ 
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very great) in maner asnothing. For yn- 
2 to a Preacher of the doQrine of the goſs 
3 pell, what can be more deare, what can 
be more acceptable , & finally what can 

be greater or more to be wiſhed in this 
life,than a. good name? So that, to my 
ſeeming;Salomon hath ſayd very right- 
ly,that a good name is better than great 
riches. And contrariwiſe me thinks that 
chriſtian charitie is greatly impeached, 
not only by ſuche as bereeue their bro 
thers of it by their craftie dealinges, 
but alſo by ſuche as credite miſreports 
ynaduiſedly, bicauſe that if there wers 
none to be found which would admit 
miſreportes ouerhaſtily, all the whole 
peſtilent kind of backbiters would fade 
of it owne accorde, and falſe reportes 
would vtterly vaniſh away. And truely, 
if we werenot blinder than Beetles, we 
might perceyue cuen by natures direc- 
tion, that a good name, whiche cuery 
ng man ſetteth more ſtore by than 
y his life, can not be taken away from 
others without exceeding great wrong, 


and the. breach of all humanitie : and 
Moree 


. 
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and tyvo eares, ſo fitly placed, that we 
may vvell heare the things that are ſpo-y: 
ken to vs, bothe on the right ſide, and 
on the left. But to the intent 1 may at 
length come to the matter,right Hono- 
rable,vvhen I my ſelfe had firit vvritten 


teryvarde had cauſcda friende of myne 
to tranſlate the ſame into Engliſhe : I 


ableto make any recompence at all 


{0 


moreouer the thing vvoulde come of- | 
tentimesto our remembraunce, vyhich 
vve reade to haue bene very diſcretly *; 
conſidered cuen of the Heathen,name- !} 
ly that God the creator of all things, | 
beeing moſt vviſe,, hath giuen to man 3 


but one tung , not to lye or ſlaunder 


vvith,but toexpreſſe the conceiptes of 7! 


$ 


his minde and hart (vvhereagaynit it is '# 
placed) truely, playnely, and meeldly: | 


&- 


2 
d 
| 


purpoſed to dedicate it to your name, | 
for the manyfolde and great benefites 


vvherby you holde me moſt ſtreightly C 
bound ynto you : that wheras I am not ': 


to | 


o 


: l 


this Metaphraſisof minein Latin vpon . * 


the Epiſtle to the Romanes, and comu-« * 
nicated the ſameto my hearers: and af- 
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- of. Mo greata Lord, I mightatleaſtwiſe giue 
hich Shim ſome inckling of thankfulnelle. 


4.4 


retly P3And although this preſent (if you haue 
\me. $1 eye but to my labour only , and not 
ngs, to the holy E iſtle of the Apoſtle ) 


man Abe neither worthy of your excellencie, 
1der Fnor of the benefits that I haue receyued, 


5s of no nor correſpondent to my vvill : yet 
itis | hope (ſuch is the noblenefle & great- 
dly : #ncſſe of your mynde) that in reſpece, 


"not of the gift, but of the giuers mynd 


oF 


t 

Foo.  Gvhich ſurely is moſt forvvade to doo 
4 :you ſeruice ) you vvill take this ſmall 
ya | zvyorke of myne (ſuche as it is) in good 


Aworth.By the reading wherofif you take 
- any profite, you ſhall thinke your ſelfe 
*bcholden for it alonely vnto our mioſte 
nn. *racious and almightic God , vvho by 
af. his holy ſpirite hath put theſe medita- 


> 
*% 


-=tionsinto my minde,to ſet them foorth 


i, 
"'% 
: 
£ 


41 tothe common welfare of his Churche. 
ne, And if the reading of this my lyttle 
Ti \Z booke ſhall confirme that opinion of 


yours vvhich your Honor hath concey- 

or ved (6 not vvithout cauſe asT hope)o 
'Mthe pureneſle of my doarine : then I 

E: make 


A 
«x 
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make this petition to you, (vvherof. not. 
Memon ry. Ll ought notto doubt)thar 
c 


it may pleaſe you not only to imbrace 
me more & morevvith your good vvill 


- and fauour : but alſotocheriſhe & de. 
fende thisyvriting by your authoritiez 


vvhiche although1t come foorth vnder 
your name in the Engliſh tung as clo. 


thed in anew garmer, yet is it ſet out by 


' measacdfeſsion of my fayth to be exa- 


mined and judged by the whole church 8 


of _—_—_— thus I wiſh yournoblef 
L.mot happy welfare & proſperity, be- 


ſechingour moſt gracious & almightie| 


God to preſerue your Honor long in 


health, as a right ſtrong defence vnto! 
this Realme, 


Your good L.moſt humble 


eAnthonie Corranms, 


c 
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THE TEMPLES; 

which ſtudie the common Lawes 
of Englande : eAnthonie Coranus 
of Ciuill ſendethgreeting 

m Chrift., 


1IGHT Worlhipfult; 
ito whomTam in ant 


vvill 
x de 
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ez 


| 


urch Þ# |=. Ir f ny reſpeRs beholden, . 
oble| A 1 it-is nowe full- three - 
/, bei N NL x [yecres agoe, ſince by 1 
ghtic BY || #7 STA Gods prouidence and 
2g 1 BY (as 1 Delcencjeallitig.and by your vol - 

vnto 2 ces together, with the cofirination of 


the right Reuerend father in God, the 
Lord Edwine Sandes Biſhop of Lon- 
= don,l was choſen to execute the office 
\ble & of reading the Diuinitie Leure in 
= your companies, In whiche time how 

& great curtefie T haue receyued at your 
handes, it is not necdefull to rehearſe 
 heere, for aſmucheas the ende of yout 
weldooing, is not to ſeeke perishing 
lory among men by the ſounde of a 
Irumpet; but too hauc'it appeare be- 
A:J: fore 


THE. EPISTLE 


fore the eyes of Gods maieſtie, by 8 
whoſe'inſpiration and grace they bee # 
done, there to bec adorned with their 
due prayſe and revvarde. Therefore 
leauing the ſetting foorth of youre 8 
friendlineſlc tovvards mee, I vvill ſaye 3 
ſomevvhat of my dutie tovvards you, i 
& of the office of teaching, in the exe- 3# 
cuting whereof the Apoſtle Paule wil- 
leth his deare beloued Timothie too > 
2.Tim.2, obſcrue theſe poynts. Indeuer (ſayth 7 
and.rs. he)xo yeelde thy ſelfe a tryed vvorke- "| 
man vnto God, ſuch a one as needeth | 
not too bee achamed, and as deuideth _* 
the worde of truthe rightly.The Apo- # 
ſtlerequireth heere (asI thinke)three 
thinges both in his ſhepheard whom 3 
he fashioneth, and in all the dealers * 
foorth of the heavenly do&rine. The 
tirſtis,that they ſtrayne themſeiyes to 
tae vttermolt,to yeeld theſelues tricd 
workmenvnto God,eut in the maner -! 
of their teaching, in no wiſe coueting k# 
the periſhing prayſe of men, & muche þ 
leſle ſtanding ouerfearfully in awe of Þ 
the iudgemets of ambitious teachers. * 
Another is,that they ſticke luſtely to # 
the 3 


OF A. CORANVS. 
» by BY the work that is inioyned them,in no 
bee FY wiſe being ashamed of Chriſtes Gol- 
their 8 pell,but gladly and cherefully imbra- 
fore j cing the miſeries thatare laide ypon 
oure BF them,and the croſſe which is wont to | 
ſaye FF be the vnſeparable' companion of all 
you, '# Chriſtes diſciples,and {pecially of fuch 
exEe- 3 as are called too the building vp of 
wil- #3 Godschurch;and labour ſtoutly ther- 
too 2 in. The third 18, that they deuide the 
ayth  worde of truth rightly: thar is to ſay, 
rke-"". that as nere as is urs arrange 2 
deth |: ſedly ſet foorth & obſerue a true ME- 
deth '* thodor order of teaching; taken out 


_ 


*x of the holy writers,and fashioned like 
'# ro the patterne and pradiiſe of the ſer> 
23 mos of the Prophets. As touching the 
62 firſt point, Paul warnethTunothy,that 
XZ he which hath the charge to inſtru& 
es to 23 m< in the faith,muſt haue his eyes caſt 
77 vpo god,& not couet to vaiit himſelfe 
aner 2 tothe worldward2. For witty men are 
ting #4 wont ro hunt more for the prayſe of 
uche Wt the people,thi for the edifying of the 
re of $ Churche. Therefore. the effecualleſt 
hers. 73 remedie of that leawdneſſe,is to yelde 
y to 3 profe of ous ſclues, and of our ſeruice 

the if | A.l). ynto 


THE. EPISTLE 


vnto God, with whome if wee thinke *3 
our ſelues to haue todoo, all defireof = 


perking vp will bee gone, and we will 
bee-muche more carefull to become 
faythfull ſtewards of Gods truth, than 


ydlediſputers of it. Setting this war- i 
ning of the Apoſtles before mine eyes, ? 
I haue purpoſely (as neere as I coulde) -: 


ablteyned from all contentious que- 


ſtions and alterations, which are wont * 


to haue more curioſitie than profite, 


AgayneI conſidered howe yee haue - 


very famous Vniuerſities, full of excel- 


lent lerned men.,in which ] know that ©: 


if any poynt of Chriſtian doarine re- +; 


f v4 


quire more diligent opening , it Is 
wont to be inlightned & made plaine 
by publike diſputations : and there- 
fore,to knit many and harde knottes, 
and tovnknitte them agayne, and to 
deuiſe curious queſtions, in the decy- 
ding whereof there may appeare more 
worldly flight than heavenly light, in 
open aſſembly , where perſons igno- 
rante of holy matters, are oftentimes 


wont to intermingle themſclues with 
the learned,I thought it was no diſcre- * 
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! tion atall. Nevertheleſſe,leauing eue- 
* ry man free to his owne wdgement, I 
+ will make haſte tothe. conſidering of 
'* the Apoltles ſeconde precept. For he 
Z willeth vs co be workmen in buylding 


*X of the Churche,and to beſtow our:tra+ 


FC, 77 uell in ſucheſort, as the fruites of gods 


7 lineſſe which our hearers ſhall bring 


4% 2 foorth, may heare recorde of ourdilt- 
x” a -” gence in husbanding the Lordes yine- 
1 *  yarde. And wheras he fayth thatGads 

* - ſcruauntsand workemen muſte notin 
KCcl- '* any wiſe be aſhamed ::it conteyneth 2 
that | ; notable leſſon, of the bearing of the 
- 5" +2 Croſle, which is wont to accompanie 
"1 * Gods faythfall miniſters. For it 1s not 
ane  inoughtorthem to apply their inioy- 
cte- 2 nedchargedayand night : but they 
cs, *: muſtalſowithan vndiſcouraged mind 
I to} abide the hiſsings,raylings,& wrong- 
ccy- +} dealings of ſucheas paſle by, yea and 
IO * ſometymesnlſo the backbytings of 
GIN > thoſe whole vineyarde they ſeeke to 


20- 3 doogood vnto. The mynding of this 

nes 2 precept hath brought agayne too my 
th ' 3 7 

11 '* remembraunce, what a number of 

TTE- '# troubles and incombraunces I haue 
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borne out, (ince the time that the lord 

tailed mee tothe charge of teaching 
in his Churche. But to ſay the turthe 
playnly as it is, they for whoſe ſakesI 
haue taken payne theſe full ten yeres, 2 
do more comber me w!th their priute 
maner of dealings,than other that are 


at opendefiaunce agaynſt Gods ſer. * 


uaunts and workmen. Wheretore lea- 
uing the miſeries & ſorowes of mind, 
wherewith 'men of. my calling are 
wont to be yexed, I will ſpeake heere, - 

but onely of. thoſe incumberaunces  - 
which haue made 'my crofſe the gree- |. 
uouſer,zdded vndoubted)y and layde :* 
ypon me by their meanes,who (if I be 
not deceyued) ought rather too have 
beene Ioſephsof Aramathia , in. hel- 
ping mee to bearethe burthen of niy 
crofle,than.to haue made it keauyer, 
I will not ſay 1importable by their at- 
tempts. Burto the matter. Although 
not with ſuchediligence as I oughtto 
doo {tor I am a man, and therefore 
thinke not my ſelfe priuiledged from 
aty ſrayltic of man) yet too the vt- 


termolte of my power I haue (too 
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2 vſcPaules manner of ſpeeche) inde- 


uered to make my ſelfe alowable be- 
fore God, in diſcharging my durtie a- 
mong.you moſt deere Readers. In the 
meane while none of both the croſſes, 
neither inwarde nor outwarde hathe 
wanted. Inwardly the changing of my 
function did long trouble my minde. 
And outwardly the miſreportes that 
were ſpredabrode of meand my doc- 
trine,did greeue me more than can be 
vttered, Of mine inwarde griefe, this 
wasnot thelcaſt part (for thereat will 
I beginne)that whereas from my very 
youth , all my ſtudies haue amed. at 
this marke, namely to incourage and 
exhort my owne Countreymen to the 
exerciſes of godlyneſſe, (For of all 
that ten yeeres ſpace whiche I taught 
in Frauncein the Frenche tung, mee 
thought I vvrought in another mans 
harueſt , and therefore vvoulde ne- 
ver bynde my ſelfe tooany Churche 
there, but executed my charge al- 
yvayes vvyth condition , tyll opor- 
tunitie vvere offered too doe ſer 
nice too myne' oyrne Countreymen) 
"I ſurely 
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ſurely I could not but be greeued and 
{orie at the harte,in ſo ſodaine chaun- 
ging of my function, For 1 beſceche 
you,if we haue aneye but to humayne 
affections, what could happen more 
acceptable to me, after ſo many wind- 
laiſes,wandrings,and paynes ſuſteined 
;n the vprores of Fraunce and Flaun- 

ders:than to haue found in Englande, 

not only a moſt ſafe and welremoued 

hauen from thoſe ſtreames , but alſo 

the readie occaſion whiche 1 had vvy1- 

ſhed many yeeres atore,namely of ga- 

theringa Church of mine owne coun- 

treymen in ſome place,where I might 

both learne the pure doctrine of the 

Goſpell by teaching it,and teach it in 

learting it ? By the goodneſle of the 

Diuine Mateſtic I obteyned the thing 

which I had long time,and with moite 

earneſt prayerſought, and at London 

I gathered together my Countreymen 

that had forfake the Realme of Spaine 

tor the Goſpels ſake : and I began to 

tcache the doctrineof the holy Scri P- 

tures optly,not without great anguiſh 

and nipping griefe of minde to the 

© RS a] enuious 
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"Fenuious ſorte, but to the. exceeding 

"Foreat ioy of the godly, and to ſuche as 
ind Chriſies glory rather thantheir « 

DOwne a and eltimation. 

his pleaſure of minde: and wiſhed 

quictneſſe,I could inioy no longer tha 

E&wo yeeres, In which ſpace, how much 

comtort,how much heauenly delight, 

'Zind how great increaſe of dotrine 1 

-Feceyued, liuing right poorely in this 

= Citie among my moſte poore-Coun- 

> treymen : none knowe but he who of . 

*þis mercy beſtowed: thoſe benefites 

pon me,& I that had the expericnce 

pt his goodnes. But © the craftie con- 

pciance of the olde Serpent, There 

"Fanted not cnuiers of this my happie 

"Bate, Whar needeth many: wordes ? 

Satan vſing' his wonted flightes, dyd — 

Both difſolue and put to wrecke the 

-$yde congregation of outcalte Spa- 


% 


"@yards,which had forſaken their owne 
-Tountrey for religions ſake,and con- 
Weyed themſelues into forrcine Real- 
Þes: and vtterly berecue me of the - 
ictneſſe which I had ſcarſe taſted of 
ith the vttermoſt pact of my lippes. 


A.Y. Verily 
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Verily it tood meein hand 1n thisce. © 
lamitie , to bethinke me ageine of the - 
Apoſtles precept,& to beare this mol! 
cruel ſpight witha quyet mind: which | 
thinge by the benefiteof Gods grace * 
I haue( to my 19y) performed ſo tarre | 
as mannes frayltie avoorded , verely 
vppon aſſurance of mine owne 1nno- 
$ cencie,For as the Poet faieth. 
| 


_—_ - 
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Jn thus behalfe becomme a braſen Wall, - 

And nother fearene bluſh what ener fall 

' We Furthermore Icould here iuſtly com- 

'ﬀ plaine of the furtherers of this deeds, 
and of the ſeconde cauſes as they. : 
terme them . But Ithinke 1t better * 
and more diſcretion, too paſſe ouet 
mennes vntowarde attemptes in thy: 
behalfe with forgetfulneſle , and too” 
mount vptoothe prouidence of the * 
dinine maicftie, and too belecue that 
this ruine of the Spaniſh Church wa * 
made by his will, and that the ſame 
thall peraduenture fall out too gres 7 

- tcrprofit both of mee, and-my coun. 


* 
®. * 


treimen than mans wiſedome can & 


pie. Vndowtedly for mine owne part, 3 
I perceiue my ſelfe to haue reaped no 
means 
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* meane fruits by this change, whereof 
of the "1 ſee it is not the leaſt, that I hauetry- 
smolt 4.4 the intentes of them which with 
which Fcheir mouthes doo continually pre- 
> Brace Ftende the ſpreadinge abrode ot Geds 
O farre J olory, when as by their atremptes and 
verely '# Fuſe accuſations (1 will not ſaye de- 
INN 2 ceytes ) they goo about too hinderit. 
But of this matter, I ſhal peraduenture 
wall,  ſpeake more at large heareafter . My 
er fall, ſpecifying of theſe things at this time 
'COm- js partly too the intent that my coun- 
deede, * trimen which are abſent may knowe 
; they. {jt wasnotlong of [mec, that the Spa- 
better 4 niſh Church, which was creQed at Lo- 
2 Ouet © don, continewed not vnto this day,6c 
n thy! Z partly bycauſe I would that this pub- 
nd too. Pike writing of myne ſhould beare re- 
of the *7cord both of myne innocencie,, & al- 
(e that fo ofthe Goſpell amonge myne owne 
h ws 7Zcountrime. In the meane ſeaſon,I be- 
> ſame _Jſeche God that thoſe men,which(too 
grea* Fſpeake no rowghlier of the)haue with 
coun*. Ftheir wyles preſumed too caſt downe 
an ef that building, bace in deede too fleſh- 
> part, "My cyes,as which is made( tooutwarde 
ed no} appa* 
neangs 
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THE EPISILE. 6 
apparance) of refuſe ſtones, but moſte '} 
| acceptable and beautifull in Gods 
| fight, may amende, Out of this toun- , 
tayne ſprang alſo one. 'other Croſke {2 
more, which was very Sreeuous to me: 2 
A namely the alteratio of the Language 3 
in teaching, which notwithſtanding 12 
bare vvith a metely indifferent mind, /7 
hovvbeit (to confefle the truthe) a- 7 
eaynſt my nature. Howe that came to ** 
paſſe I willtell you in fevve vvords. | 
am not ſo forgerfull of my bringing . 
vp, as to be ignorant hovy vnable my |? 
ſhoulders are too: beare the burthen 
that I have: vndertaken among you: |: 
neither am Iaſhamed to contelc how 
little I haue profited , bothe in the. 
knowledge of humaine artes, & chiefly 


44 inthe exerciſe of the ſtile,and in get- :: 
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4 ting the eloquence of the Latin tung: + 
\F neither ſurely vvill I fall onte vvith f 
=. them that ſhall call mee an olde Tre- |; 
| 'J wand. For the Lorde knovveth hovve 

| that 1 acknovyledge mine ovvne dul- ' 
neſse andlacke of cunning, infomuch 

-— that r chatenge none other $kill too 
me,than the knovyledge of mine own © 


vnskil- L 


moſte /P 


God 


foun-  # | 
"Mhors layde vp in ſtore, noexcellent 


Croſle 
O me: 
HUABE 
ling | 
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Svnscilfulneſse. And too bee at fevve 


» 
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AFvvords, no-large furniture of the Ro- 
Smane tung, no readings of many Au- 


knovviedge of Gods ſecretes, hathe 
ade mee toyeelde to youreleQion, 
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-FFor it vvas ynough,and more than y- 


nind, '$ ough knovven to my ſcife, how farre 
he) a- he abilitic of my :yvit vvas'vnmeer, 
ne to For the charge thar 1 tooke in hande 
ds, 1 1pecially in aRealme fo plentuouſly 
aging . I<plenished yvith-excellent learned 
lemy men. But vvhat ſhoulde 1 doo ? Whi. 
then hershould 1 turne mee ? Youon the 
you: Zone fide called me : and 1 on theother 
how ide vvished ſome fit meanestoo ridde 
n- the © vay the miſreportes that were ſpred 
hiefly brode of mee (euen by ſuch as ought 
| get- F eaſt to haue done it) and to vvipe a- 
ane: YV2Y the ſpottesof infamie that vvere 
vich prinkled ypon mee. Therefore being 
Tre. velneere oueryyvhelmed vvith ſlaun- 
_ determined both to obey your 
 dul. il vill, and to fatiſhe mine ovne deſire, 
ch nd i choſe rather to ſhevy hovv little 
| 100 & Pave profited by pouring out rude 
own 2d vatiled ſpeeche in your _—_— , 
5kil- * | n 
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thitoſuffer thoſe ſuſpicios of vnpure # 
and erronious dodrine, which myne 7 
aduerfaries had blazed abrode of mee 
both openly and priutly, to take dec- /; 
per raote by my ſilence and ceaſing: 
trom my function'in the churche . At? 
one woord,neceſsitic conitrained me" 
to followe your requeſt, In goinge'® 
through wherwith,the ſhifting of the? 
language was not thelcaſt part of my.” 
greefe.. For whereas in the Spanithe 
tung I coulde after a ſort expreſle the 
meaninge of my minde : in the Latin - 
tunge 1 am often tymes compelled 
too lticke,too ſtamer,and too bewray 
myne owne childiſhneſſe . Howbelt, 
forasmuch as mine vnpoliſhed ſpeach | 
isnot vnacceptable vnto you , which 
doo rather wey the matter that is ſpo- _ 
ken,than with how yvell fyled termes | 
It15 vttered : 1am nother vvearie not - 
aſhamed of.the charge that 1 haue ta- 
ken in hande. Nay rather 1 doo often” 
thinke & bethinke mee of this ſaying 
ot S. Aultins,that happie is that neceſ- 
lity vvhich driueth a mito the betrer 
thinges. For this 1 may plainely _ | 
| feſle | 
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/npure Meſſe, that of theſe manye yeares I ne- 
1 myne Fer led a meryer or happier lyfe , nor 
of mee *Fontinued in my ſtudies vvith more 
ce dec. "Wheerfulneſſe,and peraduenturefrute 
aſzinge *WÞ1ſo,tha ſince I began to execute the 
he . At! FÞffice of a teacher in your companye. 
1ed meFAnd vvould God that mine olde ad- 
20inge Merſaries dyd not ageine enuy this my 
of the: happy ſtate, and prepare nevv ſnares 
of my. 200 1ncumber this my quyetneſle : of 
aniſhe vvhoſe vntovvard dealing ageinſt me 
ſe the I could heereſay ouermuch:andtruly 
Latin the order of my promiſed partition, 
pelled | Fequireth that I ſhoulde recken vp 
Jewray Here the falſe reports that areſpred a+ 
wbeit, brode of mee , and diſperſe them by 
peach  $hevving the truth: but it is better to 
which @aſlc them ouer vvith ſilence, than to 
is ſpo- Jpeake to little of ſo wrongfull and 
crimes Jong a matter. I wiſh no more but on- 
ie nor _ fy this, that thoſe men will gyue mee 
neta- but ſo log truce, as to paſſe out of this 
often Wife with aquiet & peſable mind. And 
aying when Iam dead let the gnaweuen the 
neceſ- Mtones of my graueif they liſt, But if 
Detrer {he thing I wiſh canot hape to me (as 
7 con» Þt befalleth not to mortal wretches to 
felle 2 haue 
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Math.11. mento him,ſaying : Come vnto mee 
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haue any thing happie in all poyntes) 
1 vvill vvillingly in the meane vvhule 
both heare & imbrace the croſle thatY 
God hath prepared for me, and layds 
vpon me.Andit the weight of it ouer. 
lode my ſhoulders, 1 will rather cal 
ſome Cyrenian too mce too beare the 
one halfe of the burthen vppon his 
ſhoulders with me,than caſt itquitea- 
way.But what Cyrenian ſhall 1 finde} 
more friendly,or willing to eaſe mee}?! 
of my burthen, than him that with; 
his moſte ſweete wordes allureth allz 


all yee that faynt and are ouerloden,” 
and 1 will refreshe you. Therefore 1,” 
beſeecheTeſus Chriſt the only begot-!; 
ten ſonneof the liuing God,& ſauiout? 
of mankinde, to helpe me in bearing} 
of my croſſe,and ſoto holde & beare}; 
vp with his moſt mightie handes, the; 
burthen of it, which doubtleſſe is too 
me intolerable, as 1 may paciently & 
willingly beare itwith him: and that? 
he ſuffer not my harte to bee tickled? 
with deſire of revenge, agaynſt ſuche? 
as ſtayne' mee; defame mee, perſecute} 


mees 
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yntes) me, & trouble me . The heauenlyd0- 
 vvhile arine-commaunderh vs to, loue our 
le that Wenemics, and not'to piy them like for... 
1 layde Mike by rayling vpoti them, but rather 
t oucr-iS to doo:good to them that hate vs,and:Z- 
cr call ro wiſh well tothem for the wronges” 
are the that we haue receyued at their hands, 
'oNn hill Therefore folowing this rule, Ibeſech 
[uitea-B-almighey God the father of our Lord 
| findefF Teſus Chriſt , to gyue my backehyters 
{e mee? the ſpirit of amendment, and a bertet 
t witl minde towards me, that byſeekingto 
eth all} deface me, they hinder not the'coutſe 
to mectFof the goſpell, ſpecially ammong myne 
loden,'Fowne countrymen , which may theere 
fore 1,'YFſome vncerteyn reportes but hot the 
Degot-\ Wrcaſons lykewiſc, God graunt at this 
auiour?Y my prayer & requeſt, that the mindes 
earing;Y of my perſecuters maye one day'bee 
: beare;F bowed & turned, For, to ſpeake with a 
es, the; good conſcience what 1thinke in my 
is too hart, I had rather contende with theſe 
itly & FF men in the dutyes of charity, than by 
d that Naunderous Epiſtles, byting bookes , 
ickled Mſpitefull wrytings, raylings, tauntes, 8 
ſuche ſuch other(as Iſuppoſe)moſt vaſene= 
ſecutep©1iy weapons, which cuEchriſtian ſoul- | 
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diers ought to abhorre, & much leſk 
can inany wiſe become the preachenÞ 
of the Goſpell. Therefore as long as1} 
can, I will warde their iniuries with} 
param vie modeſt defences,leak 
I take harme in the meane vvhyle by 
holding my peace. Burt if I ſee them} 
proceede intheir vntovvard maner of} 
dealing, I yvill not ſay maliciouſneſſ} 
and rancour of minde : I will perad-' 
uenture delire the Lorde to helpe me? 
with fitte and lively colours,wherwith!; 
to peiut out the image of ſlanderoub-! 
neile, as Apelics did, that I may diſco-! 
- uUer their ſpitefall lyes, wherwith they 
oabout to oppreſle mine innocency."” 
ut heereof inough. Now Ireturneto!; 
the text of the Apoſtle. Paulesthirde! 
precept is,that the dealers foorth of 
the holy dorine ſhoulde devide the | 
worde,of truthearight.In the Greeke| 
worde Orthotomein (for that vvorde 


. anſvvereth to two Latin words) as 1 
thinke there lieth hidde a moſt excels 
lent alluſionto the Ceremonie of ſa 
critiſing in the olde Lavye; For as 

>, Moſclis Prieſt ought to haue a mote 
| exa? 
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ch lf a8 kill both howwe'to curte out the 
eachenFWMecrifice, and hovve to deale it foorth : 
ng asl2Wnd the fleying & diſtributing of the 
es with crifice, did out of all doubte repre- 
<5, lea Wn Gods onelybegottemſonne, vvho- 
iyle byMecame the ſacrifice of propitiation: 
e themr vs,to take away the finnes of the 
aner of FForlde) ſo alſo the prieſt of the Goſ- 
uſneſeÞſ1!l mulſte bee skilfull and raught of 
perad-?Þ od, that he may be able to cutte or- 
Ipe me! Geuide the worde of truthe,& knovve 
erwith;Yovve to deale it foorthdiſcretly-and' 
leroul-'Fiy. Setting this precept before mine: 
/ diſco- "Fes, from the time thatthe Lord caal- 
h they *W#d:me to this Eccleſiaſtical funition, 
cency, "Mhaue indeuered not onely todely. 
Irne to Fer to my hearers a pure and ſounde 
thirde FoRrine dravven out of the fountay- 
rth of Fes of the holy Scriptures : but alſo 
de the Þ obſcruethar way and trade of tea-- 
reeke Ming which the holy writers were wot 
yorde 5ÞÞ vic hytheir fermos.ForF am of opi- 
s) as 1 Won, that an vntoward and diſordred” 
excel. Wade of teaching Uoth in manner no- 
of ſa- Wiſe harme to the hearers,thi the vn-- 
vor as Mrenefle'of dodtrine,It'is an old Pro- 
moſte Wrb,A good thing is euilif it be done” [4 
exat B.ij. out 
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out of ſcaſon .. For lyke as a Phiſiti® 
maye miniſter good and 'wholeſon'? 
medicines too his patient,and yet ve. 
ry farre ouerſhot himſelf in this, thi 
he neither conſidereth well the com4 
plexion of the party diſeaſcd, nor ob! 
ſergcth the fit oppreunity of tyme: ſol 
alſo itfalleth gut often tymes in the# 
dealing forth of the heauely doctrines 
that ome-man beinge touched witt* 
vnaduiſed zeale,ſteppeth forth vncal-- 
led of Gad,and thrulteth gut the true. 
things which he hath gleaned vp her 
and there out of other mens bookei” 
or ſqrmons, without having any tc: 
ſpeR of the pexſans of his hecrers,ot : 
wihoute any conſidering of. the cir-} 
cumitaces of the time, But to mount! 
vp yet higher, and to ſay plainly what 
Ithinke. This moſte excellent:-partot 
thc holy miniſtration , that is tao-wit,. 
this Skill of digjding & dealing forth. 
which ſothly.is the digine logike that 
apeneth the; trade of reachinge the” 
gqſpell, hath bjs originall of Gadscal 
ling.For even he that maketh men fit. 
miniſersof the.new Teſtament, that! 

; 0: 
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Phiſtin ſo wit,not ofthe letrer but of the (pi 
oleſome” Fir,cuen he himſclfe(1 ſay) gyueth the 
d yet we.» piritof diſcretion tothe dealer forth 
his, tha.” of higheauenly word, to know how to 
wc con-W-rye meaſurable:menle in due tyme; 
nor 0: Wand alſo tohaue wit to bring foorth 
yme: \9Fboth new thinges and'old out of his 
es Nt Sſtorchowſe , as askilfull ſcribein the 
oQtrine,9 ingdome of heauen'. The not know- 
ed iti Finge,( Lwill not ſay defpiling ) of this 
h vncal heauenly & divinecalling, is the cauſe 
he true that the world atthis day hath, andin 
vp ber Ball ages hath had innumerable mini- 
booke! "Fſters of the word, innumerable worke- 
any !& Y men,and innumerable (1fayin their 
:rers,0 *Fowne opinion ) builders and maſter- 
the ci- # builders, who peraduenture in Gods 
mou judgement ( by whom they were nos 
ly wit & fent,and yet they ronne) arebatdirt- 
-part of Fdawbers( orto lay more rightly )pul- 
00-Wit, : lers henna: 0 0-0 , &deſtroy- 
forth, Fers, Howbcit, foraſmachas the know- 
kethaFledoe, orif Imayſo terme ir,the cer- 
vc the'F teintie ofhizealling;dependethvpon 
«ca Fthevyvitneſle ofthe fpiritin eucry mas 
nen ht Fovme' conſcience: I vill leave'the 
thats IF indgment therofyntogod. It is more 
cn ©! <0 5B;tſe for 


bs 7, 
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THE EPISTLE 53 
for our behoofe to knowe , andadu.? 
ſedly to conſider, what maner of dex”? 
ling foorth God: zeacheth | his Pro. 7? 
phets,that wetreading in their foote.} 
ſteppes, may on-eyther. ſide doo ou 
duetie , the teacher in deniding the 
worde of truth. rightly , and the hea 
rer in partaking the apt and true de. 
uiding of Gods word,rather than any” 
of them-both to diſgrace them ſeluez!” 
with curious and ſtraunge fifting out! 
ofthings for a brauerie of their wit.) 
And forexamples ſake,let vs conſider: 
the calling of Ieremic , whome when 
God choſe to take the roome ofa tet] 
cher in the Churche of Ieruſalem, he” 
inſtituted him with theſe words : See: 
(layth he) 1 ſet thee this day ouer Ns} 
tions,and Kingdomes, to plucke vp, 
and pull downe, to deſtroy and ouer- | 
throwe, to builde vp,and toplant, & 
ſofoorth, In which fGying the euer- | 
-. Laſting Godhead hath = moſt apte | 

_ fimilitudes, and: with a certein pithy | 
contrarymatching of words ,: ſhewed 
Ktemie the beauenlyLogike , whiche 
teacheth that the firſt point of the mi- 
mulation of the Golpell,1s to rid the 


f 
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1d adv W hearers minds from comon & falſe o- 
r of des” 'Þ pinions, that the heutly doQtrine may 
11S Pro. W find mens conſciences ready,8& plante 
r foote. WF abundance of true ſpirituall fruite in 
loo ou; the. To ſpeake more plainly. The lawe 
ing the muſt firſt play his partinvs, before the 
he hes ſcede of the Goſpell be'ſowed.Novye 
rue de.” F vnto theduty of the law pertcin thoſe 
an aty”# moſt pithie words of Plzc PE Up png 
N ſeluet' * downe,deſtroying and oxerthrowing . An 
ng out”! yntothe gu part of the miniſtratio, 
Ir wit,;-/4 belong the other words of building wp, 
dnlidet; # andplenting, How much maieſtie,grace, 
e when & vneſpicd learning, theſe ſimilitudes 
fates? borowed of husdandrie & buylding 
em, he? haue,the ſerm6s of the otherprophers 

$ : See: ſhew, bur ſpecially the ſerms thatisin 
erN2 3 the,xiijj.of Ezechicll, which I will not 
ke vp, JF pur in heere, bicauſe I meane to bee 
ouer- F ſhort. You Gentlemt (if it pleaſe you) 
int, & '$ may reade it your ſclues,and wey tho- 
euer- 3 roughly what the lord ſaith againſt the 

t apte 3 falſe prophetes,whiche with their for- 
pithy MY ged promiſes ſeduced the Churche 
ewed FF diſperſed and baniſhed in Babylon 
hiche JF for their wickedneſſe , and foaded 

e mi- 3F them till in their errours , whereas 

d the K [5 B.iti}. they 
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they oughte rather to haue ſet ope\ 
the vvellpring & fountayne of Godz 3 
vengeaunce before the captiue peo- 3 
ples eyes, &o hauecxhorted the ſin- 
ners to repentauince, For in very deed # 
it behoueth vs.firſt too pull dovvne, Þ 
ouerthrovy,and vndo the old things, Z 
that afteryvaxde. yvee. may recte and 
build yp the nevv, But thoſe (alle pro- 2: 
bers delr contraryvviſe, vvhome the 
oly Ghoſt likeneth to euill builders, - 
yvhich-cyther for vvant of $kill,or for | 
copetouſneſſe, or being corrupted by | 
ſome levvdeaffeRion, vndertake the " 
botching vp of decaied howſes, How- * 
beit forasmuchasthe caſting down & ; 
Gggingvp of foadacions is not voyd | 
of perill,and the laying of new requi- | 
reth much labour, and the rearing of | 
them vp againe will aſke expence of 
much tyme:thoſe fellowes had leuer 
(6 builders moſt ynworthie of Gods 
worke)thole felowes ( I ſay)had lever 
too botch.vp vnhandſomely the rui- 
nous foundacions which they fynde, 
$nd too pargetthem ouer, and fo too 
£& 0n2 roote, and other bywoorkes 
y2.1; : readic 
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T open Zeadic to fall againe within a while af- 
t Godz | r,that they may ſecme to bee buyl- 
1c peo- "Wers,than to begin their houſe at the 
the ſin "Writ ſoundations, or to ſpeake more 
ry deed # ightly, at the very digging v of the 
ovvne, F11nous foiidations,as the right order 
hings, Df buylding requireth . But as tou- 
re and Whing this matter itis beſt for you to 
{c pro- eade Ezechiell him ſelfe, that ye may 
me the "he better percciue hoyv greatly God 
ulders, .my{liketh the doings of ſuche as ſeke 
,orfor _ p commende their buytding-in the 
ted by Ehurche, rather vvith pargetting and 
ke the "Sotching, than vvith any right order 
How- "Þf building. And the holy Ghoſt ſhe- 
wn & ,Fcth how vnhappie end wayteth, not 
tyoyd \@nly vpon ſuch buyldings; vhich for 
requi- "ll their whitelyming are ruinous ſtill, 
ing of "Hut alſo ypon the botchers and vyhit- 
nce of Fmers them ſeJues. He that hath cares 
lever ÞÞhearelet him heeare. Thus muche 
Gods $oncerning the ſinnlitude of building 
lever nd the duetie of builders, Novyv let 
e ruji- Fs returne-to Ieremic., and learne of 
ynde, Mim after vvhat manner our hearers 
o too 2Fught to be manered- in the knovy- 
orkes F9gc of the holy doftine, according | 
adic [ | By. to 


the ſame thing, Sow yee(ſayth he)viy 


and beſprinckle you with righteoub 
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tothe maner of dealing in hushandys 
He beſpeaketh his Diſciples in th 
wiſe.Cut vp your layes ({ayth he) an 
ſowe not vpon thornes. Surely a vey 
fit and needfull order, firſt to pluck 
yp breers,and to ſtub vp thornes, be 
fore we ſow our ſede, leſt we loſe bot 
our labourand out coſt, and in ſteed 
of corne reape but the ſtraw & chat} 
But it is beſt to heere Ieremie declar? 
his ovvne ſimilitude.Beyee circum 
ſed to the Lord,fayth he,and plucks, 
way the foreskin of your harts,leſt 
fyrie wrath burſt foorth , and bur 
ynquencheably, for the lewdneſle | 
your nature. The prophet Ozeasbde#) 
ting vpon the ſame ſimilirude, techeil? 


torighteouſneſſe, and yee ſhall reap! 


according tothe meſure of your gods 
lyneſſe, breake i your layes, vvhilet 
ts time to ſeeke the Lorde,til he cn 


neſſe, As nowe throughe your vnto? 
warde maner of dealing yee plow wic-: 
Ledneſle, andreape naughtineſſe, and, 
heretore yee eate the fruite of lying) 
| bicauſt] 


- % 
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Shar In icauſe yee truſt to your owne man- 
es in thy Whers, and to the multitude of your 
h he) aw ne ſouldiers, Thus muche concer- 
ely a venWiing the order of theprophets,which 
0 pluckMhe tcachers of the newe Teſtamente 
rnes, biWHaue alſo hilde, as appeareth playnly 
loſe bolWy the ſermons of lohn Baptiſt the 
in ſteedFLordes forerunner, who preached re- 
& chatt$Wpeataunce,and amendment of life,to 
e declayFMthe forgiueneſle of ſinnes, The ſame 
ircumd way and manerof teaching was kept 
pluckz;z$Þy the Apoſtles, who firſt exhorted 
$,leſt h7Wnen to repentaunce tovyards God, 
d burnFpnd then to beleue in Tefus Chriſt, Be- 
neſſe a ng led by all theſe examples , righte 
eas bey deere beloued Readers, the firſt yeere 
techai Wot my miniſtration in your company, 
1 he) veg vnadertooke the opening of the Epi- 
ll reapyWſltle of Paule to the "2000. 0 whiche 
ur godPn the indgemente of all the Lear- 
vyhile ted, conteyneth the ſumme of oure 
e cont briſtian religion, comprehended in 
hteoulWo excellent order, that vvhether yee 
r ynto-FÞaue an eye too. the truthe , or too 
Yw wic: Fic trade of teachinge, there can 
ſe, and 0 faulte at all bee founde in 1t. 
* lyingF#'or after: that: it: hathe layde the 
bicauk yp © foun- 


the ſame thing, Sow yee(ſavth he)my 


and beſprinckle you with righteol 
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to the maner of dealing in husbandy-* 
He beſpeaketh his Diſciples in th, 
wiſe.Cut vp your layes (ſayth he) au 
ſowe not ypon thornes. Surely a ven} 
fit and needtfull order, firſt to pluck 
vp breers,and to ſtub vp thornes, be} 
fore we ſow our ſede, leſt we loſe bot 
our labour and out coſt, and in ſteed? 
of corne reape but the ſtraw & chat 
But it is beſt to heere Ieremie decla 
his ovvne ſimilitude.Beyee circumd 

ſed to the Lord, ſfayth he,and pluck: 
way the foreskin of your harts,leſt hs 
fyrie wrath burſt foorth , and bur 
ynquencheably, for the lewdneſle 
your nature. The prophet Ozeas bey 
ting vpon the ſame ſimilirude, techety 


torighteouſneſſe, and yee ſhall reap! 
according tothe meſure of your god 
lyneſſe, breake vp your layes, vvhilei 
ts time to ſeeke the Lorde,til he cont 


neſſe. As nowe throughe your yntc 
warde manerof dealing yee plow wic 
kedneſle, andreape naughtineſſe, 
theretore yee cate the fruite of lyin 
1 bica 
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jicauſe yee truſt to your owne man- 
ers, and to the multitude of your 
wne ſouldiers, Thus muche concer- 
ing the order of theprophets,which 
he teachers of the newe Teſtamente 
aue alſo hilde, as appeareth playnly 
dy the ſermons of lohn Baptiſt the 
ordes forerunner, who preached re- 


-Fpcataunce,and amendment of life,to 
"She forgiueneſle of ſinnes, The ſame 


| pluckz,.- 
s,lelt 1% 


” 
© 
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way and maner of teaching was kept 


dy the Apoſtles, who furſt exhorted 
men to repentaunce toyyards God, 
nd then to beleue in Iefus Chriſt, Be= 
ng led by all theſe examples , righte 


4&cere beloued Readers, the firſt yeere 
zgof my miniſtration in your company, 


OUr god 
yvhilei 
he cont 
2hteol 

Ir vntc 

ow wic 
(le, 

F lying 

bica 


L vndertooke the _— g of the Epi- 


tle of Paule to the Romanes, whiche 
In the indgemente of all the Lear- 
ed, conteyneth the ſumme of oure 
hriſtian religion, comprehended in 
o excellent order, that vvhether yee 
haue an eyc too. the truthe , or too 
he trade .of teachinge, there can 
o faulte at all bee founde in it. 
For after; that it: hathe layde the 


foun- 


wow this dialog'our' of thar houg 
' he 
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foundation of true repentaunce, |} 
teacheth the two chiefe poynts ofon * 
religion, namely the doctrine howty,/ 
belecue well, and howe to doo vrell, 
Vnto the which partition may all 
writings both of the- olde arid new 
Teſtament bec referred, All whi 

things (asI ſuppoſe) doo ame at thw 
marke , namely of imbracing God 
truth with atrue fayth, and of exprel. 
ſing the belceued truth in holy con- 

uerſation, And all theſe thihges both 
generally and:particularly , as met, 
terme it,are taught by the Apoſtle in; 
this Epiſtle to the Romaines, the ex. 
poſition whereof you hauc heard 6: 


. methislaſtyeere, And bicauſethatin' 


the time of my reazing, I haue gaths/! 
Ted many:things heere and there, out} 
of the' Commentaries both of the" 
olde and nevve Expoſitors; vvhiche: 
hane inlightened this Epiſtle wvith! 
their veritines: 1 intended to ſet to- 


ape'of nypapers, an&>to offer the: 
lame vnto you : and that doo I fot: 
tyyo cauſes; Firſt thatthe reading 4 
this! 


MR _ ofa. coranvs. 
unce, i Mhis booke may bring the thinges 2+ 
ts ofon Wayne to your remembraunce, which 
c howts, W hauc handled more at large in my 
00 vrel,,Mecadings : and ſecondly, that there 
ty all thWnay remayne ſome publike vvriting 
id nemAWſmong you, asa record both tothem 
| whichWhat are abſent, and to ſuche as ſhall 
e at thi Wome after,of the purenefſe of my doc- 
1g Gog &-ine vvbich I have taught in your c0- 
fexpre{ "pante, 2nd how muche Tabhorre the 
ply con Opinions of Sefaries, which trouble 
zes both #ſic Charches nowadayes with their 
as mez {Frrours. Alſo youare my-witnefles, af- 
oftle in $cr what maner I cofuted the froward 
the ex Wpinions of the Pelagians and ſelfeiu- 
card of Fthers, inthe diſcourſc of Tuſtificatis. 
ethatin ec knovve allo with howe great dili- 
» gathe/Þcnce I hauc in the diſcourſe of Pre- 
ere, out? deſtination, or of the calling of the 
of the Facariles, vnfolded and confured both 
rvhich F< madneſſe of the Stoikes, and chic- 
- vvith Wye the horrible blaſphemies of the 
ſer to-MAdanichies, :. that by my ſhewing of 
 houge® heſe breakneckes, you might ops | 
Fer the 2 our pace iti the kings high way with- /3 
o I for Put ſtumbling, and imbrace the Apo- 
ling of Fs doctrinceas the onlyrule oftruth.. 
thi Finally 
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Finally to conclude, I beſceche you 
of your gentleneſle and curtelie, az } 
to vyhome I thinke my felfe in many | 
reſpe&s righte greatly beholden, too | 
accept this my ſmall trauell with lyke 
Nadoen it is offered vnto you, and 
where ſhall I finde anye thing in this 
writing that may ſtirre = your mind 
roo the lone of godlineſſe, thankeal-V 
mightie god of it, who hath imparted © 
theſe things vato me to doe you good | 
withall, Arid where any thing ſhall |: 
ſeeme rude and vnpoliſhed , lay that : 
all wholly vpon mee, vvho foraſmuch * 
as Iamaman, doo vvell knovve my * 
ſelfe tobe ignorant in many thingy, | 
' andnotablealwayestoexprefic in | 
vvordes the thinges that I knovve, | 
Wherefore [ beſeech you haue eſpe? | 
of mans vveakneſse, and vvhere yee 
ſhall miſlike anye thing , firſt admo- 
nishe mee friendly of it, before yee 
conceyue amiſle-of mee for it. For as 
I confeſle,I may erre, ſo Lproteſt with: 
good conſcience, that I vvill not ſtand' 
in any etrour. Fare yee vvell, And I 


beleeche almightic God the geuet 
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all good things, to bee with you, 
dto further your attemptes , that 


zur ſtudies maye not onely profite 
ze common Wealth to yeclde cuery 


an his righte by the knovvletge of 
pur Lavves : but alſo be to the vycl- 
in this Ware of the Churche; that true godli- 
* mind; Fineſſe, and the pure doftrine of the 


nkeal- 28 Goſpell may bee furthered by 
parted ** them. Our of my Studie 
ugood ty  thelaſtdayofMay,- -- 
8 ſhall | I $-7 4+ 

y that | 


{much ** 
Vs +: 
. 4,9 
einfr 3 
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eA penerall Argun en 


1 all the EpiftHes of the S 
S eApoitle. 
He boly Gho#t hath ſs tempered the fy 9 


© pittles of the Apotles that __y th 
handleth « ſundrie matter from other . E 
the Epifthe- to the Romaines 14 a perfelt | 
ſtruttion of a Chriituan, — 

T he two Epiitles to the Corinthians a 
open the doubts of Churchmatters, F** he 

T hat to the Galathians breaketh th; aft R 
ſtrife berweene Moyſesand Chrift and ls C 
tweene the ſelferighteous and the beleeun? - 

T bat to the Epheſians doth moſte pln 
reouſly lay firth the kingdeme of Christ, li 38 


0 


/ 


4: that doth which u Written to the Coll 
ftans, | 
T he two to the T heſſalonians deſc ; 
Antichriſt and the lat day, with the 
ſterie of the Reſurreftion,and the thmgs , 
longing thereumo. 
= two _ T tmothie,and the one v1 
toTitw, int out lixely the office 
true Saad a Biſhop. FTIEY 
. T bhatte Philemon ſetteth down the proſe 
of mercie ad Chriſtian charitie, , 
| Ti 


LT 
- 
= 
P 


F 


"Z the ſame thing that Paule dooth, but not 


T hat Whiche Was ſent tothe Hebrewer, 
lyohteneth Cc hriſt by the ſhadowes of Mo- 
{es and the Oracles of the Prophetes, 

S. [ames corretteth the errour that ſprung 
of the miſunderſtanding of Paules dottrine, 
and ſheweth that the ſauing fayth muſt bee 
luely and fratefull. 

Peter treateth of Chriſtes kingdome and 
of the myſterie of his croſſe , howbeit in his 
oWwne ſtyle and peculiar gift: and heſayeth 


FRE h RE, FIC be Es 
i after the ſame maner, ſo as yee maye per- 
þ,) > ceiue them to haue had bothe one meaning, 
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| but not bothe one mouth, 
7ohn teacheth the freendſhip and wnitie 


which wee haue with God through Chriſt: 


\38 41d theruppon he wrgeth charitie and good 


| uſ Woorkes with James . 


! 
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Inde diſclogeth the daungers of backe- 
lyding as an vpholder of Peter : and alſo 
wvill baue the feare of God taught to nevy- 
beginners,and not onely his fauour and mer- 
Cie, leaFt the preaching of Gods loningneſſe 
might turne into fleſhly bertie, 
T he Apocalips openeth the myſteries that 
all happen in the laſt times. 
. Heereby it appeareth manifeſtly that no- 
bing can be had or red more abſolute than 
C.j. the 
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, TheArgument, 
the newT eſtament, 
For it teacheth the things that. aretobu | 
knowen, forwarnet ht hmgs hurtfull,and pro- F 


pheſieth both of good things and bad things f 


[0 COME. 


The Argument of the E- 


piſtle of Paule the Apoſtle to the i 
Romanes.take out of the bokes * 
of Athanaſius Biſhip of ES 
Alexandria. MY 
Hy be called Paules Epiitles bicauſe he 
- Wrote them, And by them he both ad- 
moniſheth and correfteth thoſe whom he had | 
ſeene and taught : and alſo laboreth to teach 
them the ſame things Whom he had not ſent, 
« they may percee Which hght vpon the. 
T his to the Romanes he Wrote from C orinth, 
at What time he had not yet ſcene them, but 
yet had herd of therr faith, and was aeſirom 
ro ſee them,” And firſt of all he prayſeth their 
faith Which be berd ſpoken of exerywhere. 
T ben doth he them ro wnderſtande,that bt 
had prrpoſed to come to the for the good wil 
that he bare them , but hitherto could not, 


Herbert he frameth his Epiſtle after a ms 


The Argument. 
wer of teaching informing them of the calling 
the Gentiles,and that circumciſion ſerued ) 
but for a time ,C5- Was now abolſhed,that A- 
dams traſoreſſion Was diſcharged by © briſt, 
G& that th ſhadow of the Law Was vaniſhed 
away. T h:rfore that the calling of the Gen- 
1:les Was done conſequently in good order, he 
routh in this Wiſe, He ſheweth that the law 
: MBs grafted in all men,and that any man m 
*X know Godeuen of his own mother Wit by the | 


- 
v4 i; 3 


EF? creation and ſtate of thin 195, Without the doc- 


o 


*rrine of the Law Written. And therefore he 
= doth worthely firſt of all blame the Gentiles, 
i that wheras God hath opened the knowledge 
= of himſelfe wits thens by the Works of S 


* World,and therwith alſo ſhewed them his e- 
werlaſting power, which tx his Worde,Wherin 
end Wwherby he made all things, T hey conſi= 
dered not by the creatures,that God was the 
Workmaſter of {ach things ,but rather aſcri- 
bed godhead to hu creatures,and worſhipped 
them, rather than the maker of them, Alſs 
be blameth the lewes,for that they had not 
kept the Law, buPrather d:ſhonored God by 
breaking the Law. And ſo he rebuketh both 
parts, aſivell lewts as Getules, & ſhetteth the 
vp vnder the iniquity of traſgreſſio, to ſhewe 

C.#, that 


The Argument. | 
that all men are made felowlike, and alk 8 
oyltie, and that they haue neede of redemp. ve 
100, Agayne that there Was init cauſe of $ ,"e 
the callmg of the Gentiles he ſheweth by tha 8'*" 
that grace and redemption ought to befalla. "i 
like Foth to the Iewes and to the Gentile, P'S 
«nd that when the Gentiles Were called, ca- © 
cumciſion and the ſhadowe of the Lawe did 
of neceſſitie ceaſſe. For eAbraham ( (azth 
he ) beeing iuftified , not in Circumuiſion, 3 
but before Circumciſion pas named Abra-" * © 
ham, bicauſe it ſhould come topaſſe that he 
ſhould be made the father of many Nations, 17, þ 
according tothe fayth which he had when 8" 
he Was uncircumciſed. And after that bt 
Was iuFtified, he recemed circumciſion in bi 
fleſh,asaſigne to his of pring that ſhoulde bt _ 
borneof him as concerning the fleſh,that cn- 5 of : 
cumciſion ſhould ceaſe when the Gentile 
ſhould become the children of Abraham,@& oo 
begin to line according to Abrahams fayth, 
Wherethrough he was inſtified when he wa 


yer uncircumciſed . For Whereas he Wa 


called eAbran hefore : in refpett of theſt 
thing s he Was nowe called Pn 4 
8 Was requiſue that the ſione ſhould ceaſſe, 
When the things that Were betokened by # 

work 
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: "NY vere come. Wherefore if any body compel 
of Wc Gentiles to be Corcumciſed, they mus of 


J eceſſitie bothe take from him the name of 
dbraham,and call hm Abram. I ow ſee- 
ng he was named Abrahans by God, the 


'entiles muSF not bee circumciſed, neither 


wut the Jewes hane the foreskin of their fe : 
an 


a/ 

» 
" þ 
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FRcxt of to the intent that the name Abra 


$477 ſhadowe of the Lawe. For no man # in- 
R[tified by ſach things,but by fayth as Abra- 
3-412 tvas.When be hath proued theſe things 
after this faſhion , he ſheweth agayne that 
neither 1ſ#aell nor the Gentiles can obteyne 
redemption and grace by any other meanes 
than by beeing quit of that auncient and 0- 
riginall ſinne that us ſpred into all men by 
Adam, But that cannot be Wiped away by 
ether than by the ſonne of God, by Whome 
alſo the curſe Was made from the beginning. 
For it Was net peſſible that any other body 
ould diſcharge that treiaſſe. Afierward 
he Wwriteth, that that thing Was not done by 
C.ty. oy 


The Argument. 


other meanes , than that the ſonned 
God tooke fleſhe upon him,and became man 
that he might deliner all men from death, 
offering up the ſame body for all, which wa 
ſabieft to the ſame ſuſfermgs that wee bee, 
And hke as by one man ſinne entred intotht 
Worlde, ſo alſo by one man grace came vpon 
allmen, From thicefoorth as a good ſteward 
he comforteththe fewes gelling the that the 
ſhall not be tranſgreſſers of the Law, if they} 
beleene in Chrift, and Warneth ſuche of thi 
Gentiles as beleeued, that they ſhould nat be 


Puife a vp agayn ll the Ifraehtes, but conſida 


" that as the boughes are grafted into 4 
'" pre, ſ#'were they grafied into the jewes, 
©. When he hath finiſhed theſe things, 
be addeth exbortations to good 
 maners, and fo endeth 


buEpiitle, 


CA Dialoge wherin the 


Epiſtle of S. Paule to the Romanes 
s famuliarly expounded, T be perſons or 
7 alkers thereof, are Paule, and ſome one 
ofthe Citizens of Rome, Which wiſiteth 
Paule m priſon at Rome, AQ,28., T his 
Citizen asketh que5tions,and Paule an- 
ſwereth him almo#t with bis owne Words 
layde foorth in larger maner. 


« The Romane, & Paule. 


—Lthogh I be very glad 

"> of this your comming 

9 F \to the Citie,righedeare . 

| LF \{Þaule, pct ſhould J:be 

477 6$%\ ©} {much gladderofir,if F 

| /=>P>8Sz=D \\faw pou dilcharged of 
bs theſe bondes, I 

P. SirI thanke you right hartily for 

it. But yet muſt not theſe bondesof 

mine abate or put away your gladnes, 

foraſmuch as they be the ſure records 

and as it were certen badges: of mine 

office or callmg.But what is the caufe 
that you hauc youchſaued to-come 


to mee ? =" 


iS ' 
SP 


T be Epiftle of S. Paul . © 


R. Surely nothing el(Abut a certed 
incredible deſire of vnderſtanding the; 
Epiſtic whiche ye ſent. not long agoe 
to our Litizens. Of whome although 
many be growen into the one Lhaiſttan 
Lhurche : yet notwithſtanding þ can 
not tcll how ſome of them take ſingu- 
lar plicaſure of it, and othcr ſome cyther 
of wilfulncſle, oz of ignozance, oz of a 
certayne ſuttle diſſimulation, can ney- 
ther abide to ſee it noz to Hcarc of ir, 
xoherekoze if you hane any leyſure from 
portr buſinefſe, I pzap pou, and beſeech 
you, let vs liftc.out all the places of it 
diltgently betwixt vs, that where any 
things ſhall ſeemedarkſome vnto mc, 
You may make them caſie to me , by 
anſwering my demanndes accozding 
tothe true Lopic of itlayde afoze vs. 
--P,' Nothing could hauc happened 
to-me more acceptable and pleaſant 
than this exerciſe, foraſmuch as 1 ap- 
ply my ſclfewholly with all my power 
. and:ſtregthto the executi ng of mine 
office,” Now therefore begin whercat 


youwtandTwillanſwereto al things 
, Orderlyandplaynly, 


K, Then 
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tothe Romanes. CAP.1I, 
?. Thenlet vs begin at the very in- 
ling of the Epiſtle, what teache pou 


cre: 
,, Iprofeſſe my ſelfe to be the ſaine 


ule whiche was once a moſt deadly 4:x,.9.;. 


al. 13, 
hriſtians,and is now a ſeruaunt of the [3,2 


zemie to Chriſtes Goſpell, and to all 


e Ieſus Chriſt : and'not that onely, 
talſo (which is more excellent) ſho+ 
{ out, choſen; and called tobe his A- 

dſtle, that is to ſay, his Ambaſſadour, 
elſcnger, or Interpreter, not to deale 
ith worldly affayres, but to publiſhe 
d ſpred abrode the Goſpell. or the 
appic and healthfull tidings from al- 
i2htie God: which thing I ſay for this 
rpole, Jeaſt any man mighte thinke 
e to haue ſtepped raſhly into this of- 
e or function , whereas I proteſt no 


p 


I 


47 


e truly than playnly toall men,thar - 


of charge was layde vppon me of 
4 | 


\, Uery well. But how1s this a glad 


dings 92 happie meſſage, ſirhe many 
ndoenotc it of a certapne newfan#- 

cneſle 2 
, So- ſmall cauſe is there that. the 
| EY. Gol- 


T be Epiltle of $ "Pale 
2 Goſpell ſhould bee reckened among 


new thinges, that in verie deede itis 


the performance, fulfilling, and fi. 
niſhing vp of Gods promiſes that haue 
bin giuen before al remebrice of man, 

R. what witneſſes & interpzeters of 
them bane you 2? 

P, Euen the Lords prophetes them- 
ſelues which are worthy to be bEleued, 
bothe bycauſe they were many , and 
molt aſſured mainteiners of the truthe. 

R. Out of what recozds of waiting, 0} 
out of what Þ9zeſidents were theſe p20- 
miles deliuered vnto you ? 

P, Outofthe holy Scriptures, which 
the Lord reueled vnto his ſeruaunts, to 
the intent that all men might conceiue 
a ſure perſuation and beleete of his will 
in their minds, 

3 K&. whatis theſubſtance oz ground 
wonke of this Boſpell. 

P The ſonne of God, who was made 
of the ſcede of Dauid, only as. pertey- 

4 ningro the fleſhe, and in reſpett of hit 
manhod : and therwithall was ſhewed 
to be the ſonne of God, with ſingular 
power through the ſanRifying ſpirite- 


K, xwher 
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. P, In therayling vp of the dead from 


_ andthe veryſonne of Bod, Mow J pray. 


tothe Romaner, CAP.T. 3 


FR, Ywherin appeared this Badhead of 
GBods ſonne, o2 by what meanecs 2 


their graues, or by the riſing agayne of 
ourLord Ieſus Chriſt, who both roſe a- 
eayne himſelfe from the dead,and alto 
called other men agayne vnto life. 

R, Jacknowlcdge here a wonderfull 
deſcription of the perſon of our Lozde 
Jeſus £hiiſt, who is bothe very man 


pou ſhew who called pou to this office 
of pzeaching the Boſpell; 
| R, Thevery ſame Chriſt our ſawour, 
by whoſe goodnefſle I obteyned the ot- 
hce of Apoſtle, — 

R, IJ pzay you what is the end of this 
fnnction, 

P. Tocauſe the people of all coun- 6 - 
treys to ſubmit themſclues, and to be 
obedient to the faith which we preach 
eueriwher in thename of our ſaid lord. 
Into the which number & copany you 
Romanes alſoare admitted,&called by 
leſus chriſt, Therfore vntoyou al which 7 
dwel at Rome, & which ar both derebe 
loued of god,& choſe toliycin woo 
0 an 


wh 


'T be Epiftle of $.'Paule 


and holyneſſe, I wiſhe peace and euer. 
laſting happineſſe from God him ſelfe 
the heauenly father,and from our lord 
TIeſus Chriſt his only begotten ſonne. 


CT he entraunce into the Epiitle. 


R. Hithertoye bhaue layde foozth the 
title of pour Epiſtle, wherein you hane 
ſhewed vs, who pou are,to wwhome you 
waite, and finally what you intende fg 
ſerdowne vnto vs, namely the Boſpell 
concerning the ſonne of Sod. Nowe 

, remayneth that we come to the whole 


body of the Epiſtle, and firſt, if 1r pleaſe 
pou; ſet downe the ſtate and grounde of 
the whole Epiſticin fewe wozds,that J 
may the eaſiyerconceine the whole mat 
ter, and beare it in remembzaunce. 

PT. To be ſhorte, the drifte of the 
whole Epiſtle is this : ro ſhewe all men 
indifferently the two checfe poynts of 
Religio, namely the doArine of fayth, 
and the doctrine of good conuerſarion 
proceeding out of fayth, bycauſe that 
all the thinges which are conteyned in 
the holie ſcriptures may eaſly be refer- * 


red 


to the Romans, CAP.I, 


red too thoſe two, And furthermore 
Ttake him not to be the worſt learned 
man,which hath learned the true ma- 
ner bothe of belecuing rightly, and of 
dooing well. | 

R. Jn what oz2der handle pou theſe 
thinges. 

P. Firſt I teache what 1s to be belee- 
ved, and afterwarde by what deedes 
godlinelſe is to be ſhewed and exerci- 
ſed. For the works that are called good 
becing deſtitute & voyde of true faith, 
notwithſtanding that to outward ſhew-- 
they be excellent and prayſeworthie, 
haue nothing in them but a fading 
ploſſe of glittering brightneſſe . But 
God the ſercher of the inward though- 
tes, laugheth them to ſcorne, & letteth 
light by them, as things that proccede 
notdf fayth, 

R. what oder keepe yon afterwarde 
inlaping footth the fapth 2? 

P. Euen this, that I deuide it as it 
were into two places. Whereof, the 
one ſheweth the way whereby men 
knowing themſclues to bee giltic and 


enenues to God, may neuertheleſle re- 
| | coucr 


T he Epittle of S, Paule 
coner his fauour and repayte his good 
will as it were after baniſhment : which 
place, if you thinke good , we will call 
the place of Iuſtificatio. And afterward 
' *T$shew that all mankinde may without 
difference inioy this benefite of attone. 
ment and Gods fauor, by the force of 
faith which the Lorde beltowed vpon 
men from heaue, whether they be Ge. 
tiles or lewes. Whiche place let vs call 
the treatiſe of Gods eleRion, or of the 
calling of the Gentiles. 

R, J like very well ofthis kind of fey 
ching. Therfoze it is to be wiſhed, that 
all the ptofeſſers of true religion ſhould 
ſetaſide the manifolde intanglings and 
great windlaſſes of curions queſtions, 
and ſpecially the great number of mens 
forgcries and innentions , and imploy 
their whole mindeabout theſe ſo needt- 
fku!l things, Burt now let vs come tothe 
entraunce ofthe firſt creatiſe, | 

P. In this entraunce I giue thanks 
to my God through Ieſus Chriſte for 

ie. Youall, vvhoſe fayth is blazed abrode 
RS Oucr all the vyorlde vvith fo greate 


» 
4 


= ÞPaylc. For God vyhome I ſeruc 
ll . pr c&& 


tothe Romans, CAP.1, 

reaching rhe Golſpell of his ſonne, 1s 
ny witneſſe that I make mention of 
ou without ceaſſing,and haue alwayes 
nynded you in my prayers , that by 

ods leaue I myght one tym or other 
appen to hauca proſperous tourney 
mnto you, - : 

R, All men fot the moſt} park are wont 
0 viſite this Lite, epthcr to beholde the 
rreatneſſe of it, and the beautfie of our 
uildings, oz elſe to ſecke gayne. 1Bnt 


i hope that ſome other honcſt cauſe 


nought pon hither. 

P, Yea indeede. For mine onely de- 
fire was to ſee you, that I might impart 
ome ſpiritual gifts vnto you to ſtreng- 
then you withall. 

R. As who ſhould ſay, jPaul.,that por 
knowe not how there are no ſmal num- 
der hcere indewed with Gods fpirite, 
which were ablc (though pou were a- 
way) not onely to lay the forndation 
of oure faythe by their exhortartons, 
but alſ3 to increaſe it , and to buylde 
it vppe too the roofe by cheir teas 
hay p. 3 


a 
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T he Epiftle of S. Paule 


P. Tknow that welinough. Therk 
my meaning was not more to ſtren 
then you,than to take comfort amony 
you, throngh mutual fayth both you 
and mine. 

R. But the neceſſitie of theſe bond 
ſcemeth rather to haue b1zought pon hi 
ther by fozce,than pour owne good wt 
ſpecially fozaſmuche as ye coulde fin 
inpaurharte to tranell ſo long in othe 
places 

P. Nay rather, my brother, I woul 
yee ſhoulde be well aſſured, that of: 
tentymes purpoled vpon this iourng 
vnto you,that I might, I ſay, reape ſome 
frute among you as well as I haue done 
among the reſt of the Gentyles, but 
ſtayed by reaſon of lettes and hinde- 
rances vnto this day. | 

R. But wheruppon ſptingeth this 
pourſo greateearneſtneſſe and deſyzet0 
publiſh the Boſpell, | 

P, Euen of myne office. For inal- 
muche asT am appoynted to be an A- 
polile, it is my{duetie to think my ſelf 


adetterof all thatI can doo, bothe to 
I5 the Greekes and to the A 
an 
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to the Romance. CAP.I. 
and both to the wiſe and to the ynwiſe 


alike, For this cauſe I was deſirous and 


till am deſirous with all my harte to 
preachethe Goſpell with a readie and 


art Rome, ; 

R. yetam Jwont to marnellthat you 
will teache the Boſpell in theſc bondes 
and fozlozne pziſon , ſeeing that enerp 
ian of power and wiſdome dothe (0 
ſtifly gapnſay it, and cheefly ſeeing that 
ſo fewe followers of-this learning-are 
to be found in this moſt renowmed cicie, 
'P. Other men may for mee through 
ynskilfulneſſe & ignorance ſet lefle by 
the Goſpell than they ought to doo. 
But Iwhoam well acquainted with the 
excellencie of ſo great a thiug, am no 
whit at all aſhamed of it. For out of all 
his doubrt,the Goſpel is the power of God 
(088 that bringeth ſaluation toall bcleuers, 
hrſt to the ewes, & after to the grekes. 

R. If the caſe ſftande ſo, what can be 
layde to be moze wozthy and excellent 
than the Boſpell 2 Foz theredy mankind 
returneth into Bods fanonr,and 15 quit 
0} iuſtified ac his iudgement ſcate, and 


D.j, mozes 


cherefull minde to you alſo that dwell. 
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T he Epiftle of $.Paule 
mozeouer (by your laying) obteyneth 
enerlaſting life. But in what things is 


the power ofthe Solpell ſeene. 
P. Chiefly in two, namely in the ef 


feRs,and inthe contraries, For firſt,it 


is notonly ſhewed by the Goſpell,what 
innocencie, righteouſneſle , and holy- 
neſſe of lyfe God requireth of men, 
that they might ſo be 1uſtified, regene- 
rated, and ſaued : but alſo God vſeth 
itasa certaine touchwoode. Whered 
he kindleth the fire and light of fayt 
in mens minds by his holy (pirite, And 
that fayth groweth vp by little and lit- 
tle, andas it were by certayne degrees, 
and becommeth dayly greater & grea- 
rer, and alſo imbraceth and applicth 
to it ſelfe the righteouſneſle that is ſhee 
wed in the Goſpell. Which is the very 
ſpiritual life of the beleuers, according 
as that godly Prophet ſaith : The righ- 
tcous ma liueth, thrineth, & 1s ſaued by 
faith, Contrariwiſe,where this Goſpell 
of God is not, the yengeice & wrath of 
that ſoucraigne & dreadfull God ſhe- 
weth it ſclfe openly from heauen, & 
vttered a al maner of ragodiney 
an 


| yo the Rewanu, CAP.1. » 
and ynrighteouſnes of al mE,as who do 
holde downe the truth of the natarall 
light and lawe buried intheir vices,ini- 
quities,and wicked deedes,and do not 
ſo much as performe their owne lawes. 
 R. Butno man is able to looke ſuffi- 
ciently bpon this eruthe, by reaſon of 
vnſkil and iqnozance, : 
P. How can they exculc their igno- , 9 
rance,ſecing that God hath opened to 
them whatſocuer may be knowen of 
him? For he hath giuen and ingrauen 
the law of nature into their minde bya 
certen ſecret power, whereby he hath 
imprinted the fotſteps of hiswil in the, 
K. Jsthis the onelp meane and waye 
wherby Bod hath made himſeife kno 
wen to mankinde 2 | 
P, No: but by another alſo as mani- 
feſt asthar. 
K, which ts that 2 
P, Euen the creating & governing of 
all things. For his inuiſible power and 
godhead ſhine forth in the things thar 
are created, ſo as no mi may ſeme wor- 
thy of excuſe, bur rather all men are 
come in daunger of Gods iudgement, 
be D.ij. as 
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as many as pretende the not knowing 
of God. 

R, Then remapneth there no farting 
hole,noz coucrt of ignozance to the fojs 
rein Nations, 

P, No: but they berather worthy of 
ſo much the ſorer puniſhment, bicauſe 
that whereas they LR God ſuffici- 
ently by the inwarde light, and by the 
things that are created, as I ſayd afore: 
they yeelded nor God his due honor, 
nor were thankfull for ſo great bene+ 
fites,but for a puniſhment of their ſin, 
imployed all theſharpneſle of their wit 
about vayne and trifling imaginations 
& deuiſes(a iuſt puniſhment of ſinne) 
and their hartes were hemmed inwith 
fondneſſeand darkneſſe. 

R. This perchaunce may ſeeme tr 
vniuerſally, but yet voth it moſt pectt- 
liarly bclong to the innozant and rude 
multitude of common people , who fo} 
lacke of ſkill are wont to run headlong 
into all luſtes, But it is moſt certayne, 
_ n " _ and famous vninerſi- 

oi the wozld, there is a great bzeede 
and ſoze of excellent learned men, pas 


% 


to the Ramana, CAP.1., 


and enenamong the common ſozte pee 
ſhall finde diners that are not vttcrly 


vnlearned. © ns 
P. So muche the more then 1s their 


caſe the worſer, ſecing that euen the 
wiſcſt of them hauecalt themſclues in- 
tovtrer madneilſe, and became itarke 
fooles, and that after ſuche a faſhion, 
that even where they boaſted moſte of 
wiſdome,there they ſhewed themſclues 
moſte fooles. Which thing: appeareth 
cally by this, in that they turned the 
glory of the incorruptible and immor- 
tall God into ſhapes faſhioned like to 
a mortall man,yea & of birdes,of wilde 
beaſtes, of fowerfooted.catrell, and of 
things that creepe vpon the earth. 

R, As touching the worſhipping of 
Bod JF can not deny but they did greatly 
oucrſhoote them lelnes in it, by reaſon 
of their manifeſt Ydolatries and ſuper- 
fitions, Bur as concerning the pzecepts 
of the ſeconde table, many of them did 
(in my indgement) leade a very com- 
mendablelife. ” ; 

R, No, but cleane contrarie. For in 
as muche as God doth ofteatimes Pu- 
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nishe ſin by ſin, they ſuffered horrible 

unishment for offending Gods maie: 

ie. For God to punish their ſin,willed 
and ſuffered them to bee harried tho- 
roughall the puddles of vice, inſomuch 
that they defiled cuen their owne bo- 
dies with all manner of filthineſle : e- 
uen for this cauſe(l ſaye)that they bur. 
nedthe deuine truth of the natural and 
invvard light into lyes and dreames, & 
preferred the worſhipping of the crea- 
tures before their maker, who is to be 


-\ prayſed for cuer, | 
- R, Oincredible thing. Doth Bod pu- 
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niſh Jdolatrie with ſo hozrible vices ? 
P. Surely that is the very cauſe why 
God deliucred and caft them vp into 
moſt ſhamefull and filthy luſtes, in (0 
much thattheir women deſpiſing the 
natural y{c of their bodies, folowed the 
vie that nature abhorreth. And on the 
other ſide the men themſelues refuſing 
the vſcof women, burned in ynlawfull 
luſtes one towards another, and defi 
ledthe ſelueswithall filthinefſe: which 


isa Wy rthy payment for their error and 


evYAneſle, 
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R, 89y whole mind and body ſhuddes 
ceth at ſo many and terrible indgements . 
of the ſoueraine Bod, to heere howe the 
deſpiſers of the deuine maieſtie do flide 
ſo wzetchedly from ſmall vices, till to 
greater and greater, and finally into cz 

deſtruction. 

P. Good reaſon, Forwhen they had 
once deſpiſed the knovving of God, 
God did thruſt them dovvne into a 
levvde minde, to commitrte vnſcemely 
thingsagainſt themſelues, and to be fil- 
led with al maner of varighteouſnes,as 
whordome , frovvardneſlſe , couctoul- 
neſſe, levydneſſe, enuie, murther, ſtrife, 
deceipt,malice, whiſpering,backbiting 
hatred of God, wrongdealing , pride, 
bolting,deſire of the worſt things,con- 
tempt & diſobedience of Parents, foo- 
lichneſle, trecherie, vakindneſſe, vnap- 
pealableneſle, and fmally crueltie that 
is touched with no incling of pitie or 
compalsion. 

K, Jcan not deny but that the moſts 
part of the Grekes & Gentiles are infks 
cted with althoſe vices, euen foz deſpi- 
ling the maicltie of Sod, But &. 
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dare A ſay alſo that there areanumber, 
which by folowing the p2ecepts of their 
{Þhiloſophie, doo leade an vpzighte and 
honeſt life, and inno wiſe defile them- 
ſelues with ſuche maner of vices. Foz 
who knoweth not that Solon, Socrates, 
Pithagoras,Ariſtides, and many others 
not onely Breekes but alſo Romanes, 
did alwapycs abhozre all maner of vnho« 
neſtie and wickedneſſe , and ſtabliſhed 
Lawes, and wzote tudgements and 01- 
dinances agaynſt offenders 2 And ther? 
foze it ſeemeth not in any wilc agreablc 
toreaſon, J fap not to condemne, but es 
nentoblame oz accuſe ſuche and ſo great 
perſons. wherefoze let vs ſuppoſe ws 
hard ſome one of tht ſpcakingafter this 
maner: Jbceinga Heathen man, haue 
by the power of the law of nature graf- 
tcd in our minds, dzawen out and taken 
to me the doctrineofwozſhipping Bod 
obediently : and foz the ſtablifhing of 
the ſame wozſhip rightly and o2derly, 
Ihbane ſet down Lawes in wziting,and 
appoynted penalties and puniſhments | 
for all ſuche as offende agaynſt them. 
Dothnat this ſaying ſeeme wozthy of 

com? 
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endation? 

Tatum there haue bin, and ſtill 

are many, that haue not defiled them 

ſclues with common vices: but vvhat 

their minds were, and how far off from 

the pureneſſe which God requireth by 

the Lawe of nature, cuen the wiſer ſort 

themſelues vvere not ignorant, and as 

forvs we know well inough. For wher- 33 

as theſe men knew Gods Lawe by the 

helpe of the inwarde light, and by be- 

holding the things that were created, 

namely that they vvhich commit ſuche 

wickedneſſe were worthy of death: not 

only they themſclhues committed them 

oftentimes, but alſo ſeemed to fauour 

and bolſter the dopers thereof by their 

levved example, I will not ſay by their 

wicked Lawes, And therefore agaynſt 

thewiſe man ſoſtanding in contentio, 

Iwould reply in this wiſe. But thou © Chap. 2.1 

man whoſocuer thou art,vvhich by thy 

Lavves condemneſt other men , as one - 

that is indevved with the knovviedge = 

of Gods lavve,art vnexcuſable,cucn in 

that behalfe. | 

R, why ſo2 will the Philoſopber ans == 
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were 7 

P. Bicauſethat thou thy ſelfe whiche 
takeſt ypon thee asa iudge & controller 
of-other men, giueſt ſentence agaynſt 
thy ſelfe,in as much as thou doelt the 
ſame things, And althogh the couert of 
thy hart be ſo thick, that thy vyces doo 
eally ſcape vneſpicd of other men: yet 
Ma 3.1. thine owne conſcience bewrayeth ty 
| wickedneſſe. For Gods law is not ſatil- 
fied by bearing the countenance and 
report of goodmen,but by being good 
men in deede. For it requireth not ſ 
much the outwarde ſhew of vyertue c0- 
mendable to the worldward:as the true 
vertue of the minde moſte acceptable 

vnto God. 

R. But perhaps þ Philoſopher might 
anſwere,who can cal to accoiit Þ ſecret# 
pziniethoughts intents of mis mind: 
P, Inthiscaſewe fite not mento the 
wdgement ſeates of men, bur to the 
ſtreit & vncorrupt judgement of God 
himſelfe,who ſifteth & diſcerneth not 

' only the outward doings, but alſo cuen 
the inward conceipts. Now then, id 1 
matter of ſo great weight as is our {al 

| uation 


 whiche 
ntroller 
agaynſt 
delt the 
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nation,the falſe and counterfeit colour 
of feigned honeſty is not ſo much to be 
regarded as the ſound and ſubſtantial 
vertue that ſhall haue ſetled deepe rote 


in ourminds. 


R, 'what is that indgement of Bod - 


which you tell me of 2 Surely there ne 
uer came any glaunce of it in my minde 


vntothis houre 2 
P. O theblindneſſle of men, For al- 


"though Gods wrath procede with {low 


pace : yet notwithſtanding, how-canlt 
thou hope to ſcape ſcotfree with the 
lame offences which thou condemneſt 
in other men ? Knovveſt thou not that 
the lowneſſe of Gods vengeance is re- 
quited with the greuouſnes of it? Thin- 
keſtthou thy ſelfe able to make God 
the more mercifull and fauourable to 
thee through thine owne holyneſſe & 
innocencie ? Or doeſt thou not rather 
deſpiſethe vameſurable riches of Gods 


 ſufferance and forbearing ? Ought not 


his ſo great mildneſle , kindneſle, and 
patience to prouoke thee rather to re- 
pentance and amendment ? 


K. The philoſopher will not peelde 
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92 nine place to thee in thiscaſe,to ſhzink 
a heare bzedth from his accuſtomed and 
wonted Religion, oz to gine ouer his 
Þbiloſophie. Foz he is in lone with the 
outwarde ſhewe of vertue , taking ng 


- careat all fo2 the pureneſſe ofhis mind. 
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Þeraduenture alſo he belecneth, that it 
is in mens owne power to ridde their 
mindes of the vices that are b2edde in 
them, oz elſe weeneth chat Bod ts not 
greatly offended at them as ſlight errozs 
of mens minds, and thinketh mozeoner 
that he is fanourable and friendly to 
mankinde, and will not puniſhe mens 
miſdooings with ſo ſoz and greenuous 
puniſhments : 0 at leaſtwile he truſteth 
thathe him ſelfe is free from them, and 
that they be not yet come vpon him. 

'P, Surely he is farre ouerſeene which 
1S of that minde, and I will not ſticke 
to-vie ſuche words as theſe againſt him. 
Whoſoeuer thou art which art of that 
opinion, thou knoweſt nother god not 
thy ſelfe. And for this ſtubborneſle of 
thy ninde voyde of al repentance, thou 
procureſt and heapeſt vp wrath & dc- 
ficuRtion to thy ſelfe, hoording it vp 3- 


gaynſt 
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ynſtthe time when God ſhall ſhewe 

oorth his wrath and moſte iuſt ludge=- 
ment to puniſhe wickedneſſe. 

R, © wietched mankinde, But vfter 


thou vnto mee the maner and deſcrips 
tion,oz faſhion of that tudgement, 


4+ 


?P. Atthat time God almightie whi- g 


cheknoweth all things, ſhall bring too 
light the ſecret and hidden thoughtes 
and purpoſes of mens harts,and there- 
after giue ſentence on eyther ſide, and 
then ſhall it appeare moreouer , hovve 
cold the excellencie of outward things 
and dooings is, euen in them that are 
counted vviſeſt, if their conſciences be 
notpure and cleane therwithall. 

R, J quake both in body and minde 
af the rehearſall ofſo terrible indgemer, 
Foz if Bod liſt to deale;with men accoz- 
ding to extremitie of Lawe, howe can 
they euer hope to eſcape 2 Nap rather 
what ſhoulde it anayple men to line ho- 
neſtly,oz to truſt to Bods promiſes, if 
their offences committed thzough the 
infirmity and feblenefſe of mind, ſhould 
be ſifted and puniſhed ſo ſenerely ? 


P, Ihaue not {ct downe this iudge- 
ment 
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ment of God to diſcorage the minde 
of the godly,but rather to cheere them 
vp,and to comfort them with a certein 
ſingular hope. Forlike as God will py. 
nish men of vnrecouerable wickednez 
with ſore punishments : ſo alſo will he 
Shew ſingular mercy and louingkind. 
neſſe to ſuch as ſtand in awe of himand 
worship him,and giue cucrlaſting lyk 
to ſuch as ſcke honor and immortalite 
by continuing and holding outin wel- 
doing, and deſpiſe all thefe vayne and 
flightfull things for loue of the ſone- 
raine &euerlaiting good things, _ 

R. And what ſhall become of the (indo 
borne, wicked,and froward men ? 

P. Surely as for the froward fort and 
ſuch as withſtande thetruth, & follow 
imquitie,the wrathfull vengeaunce ot 
Godiscertenly prepared for them. + 

- R; Happiethen arethe Jewes 02 Iſs 
raelites, whome Bod taketh foz hys- 
owne, And contrariwiſe vnhappie are 
the Bentiles, which are ont of his cos 

| Kenant, Foz they. ſhall feele Gods mers 
cie,wheras wee Gentiles ſhall fecle his 
ſharpneſſe, 


lg. 2 + No,not fo, But ſorrow & anguich 
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hall light ſore ypon the ſoule of euery 
nan that dothe euill, as well Iewe as 

entile : vvhereas glory and honour, 
indall maner of felicitic shall happen 
oeuery one that doth good,firſtto the 
ex andafter to the Gentile. For God 
thnoreſpeR of perſons , but of the 
ery works and dedes done, Infomuch 
uat as the Iewes excell the Greekes in 
der and dignitie : ſo hall they firſt, 
and theſe after, receiue eyther ſorowe 


and vexation for their cuill doings, or 


glory,honor, and proſperitie for their 
good doingsat Gods hande, 

R, &y mindis gretly cheared & refre- 
thed by this your ſaping.,which ſheweth 
Sodsſingular vprightnes towards all 
men without any dinerſitie. Foz other- 


wile the pzide of the Jewiſh people is ſo 


gret by reſon of gods ancift& as it wers 
peculiarloningnes cowards the,that be- 
ſides their deſpiſing & diſdaining of all 


other men in reſpect of themſelnes, they 


ſoz the ſame cauſe kepe the reſidne ofthe 
Bentiles fromthe true religion of God. 
P, And yet notwithſtanding let this 
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lick always faſt in thy remEbrance, that ' ' 
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there is (as I ſayde) no reſpe& ofpe 
ſons before God. The Iew and Ger 
tyle, Greeke and Barbarian, Riche and 
Poore;, are placed all in one ranke be, 
fore God. God looketh with ſharper, 
ſighted eyes than Lyncenſsis vpon ma 
mindes, according wherunto heeſtee 
meth all their ſayings & dooings, 

R. Jt cannot be ſpoken howe grett 
dignitie and pzumledge the Jewes c< 
lenge to them ſelnes , by reaſon of thi 
law ginen them of Bod, n 

P. That braggirig is but like a ſmoke, 
For what auayle Lavves without refot: 
mation of maners? For this is a certen- 
tie, that as many as have ſinned and 
committed wickedneſle, whether they 
had theLaw vvritten or no, ſhall all in 
differently ſuffer punishment for the! 
ſinnes. | ; | 

RK, rohat 2 Js it poſſible that the pede 
ple of Iſraeli ould fare nener the bet 
ter fox their Law, not foz the execution, 
excrciſing and pzactiſing of fheir Lawt, 
PIES agree with their dot 

©, Thatisvery true, For notthe he# 
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rers or preachers ofthe lawe , bur the 43 
keepers & performers of it are counted- A/4.7.23 

ghteous in Gods ſyght; In ſomuche 
that he which will get Gods fauour,& 74,722, | 

beepartaker of his rightcouſneſſe, muſt 

in any wyſe indeuor,not only to beare 

Gods word about him,and toſpreadit 
* abrod with his mouth, bur alſo to lead 

alyfe agreable to his talke , aud to ex- 

preſſe Gods law in his deedes. 

| K, &ay not the Gentiles ſceme to be 

happier thenthe Jewes, in that foz as 

much as they had no law to bewzap and 

topunniſhe their ſinnes, thep.might allo 

ſceme worthie of lefſe puniſhment? 

P, Notawhit, For although they 

wanrcd the law written, yet were they 

not without the law of nature , where- 

by they were very well taught what 

things were to be done, & what. things 

wereto bt left vndoone, And further- 

more although they#raue no lawe ſet 

foorth' in writing : yet are they in ted 

of a law to themſelues througha certen 

reaſon bred and bortein them. And 

that appeareth ſufficiently by the deeds 


that ſpring out of that lawe of nature. 
| E.j. For 
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For thence flowed the gret number of 


thoſe graue'ſentences of the Philoſo-- 


phers moſt fit for al trades of life, wher- 


by both they themſclues perceiue, and 


alſo teach others what is right &wrog, 
'R, J graunt this without gainſaping, 
howbcir that mans reaſon doo not thoz- 
roughly percciue by what meanes 02 in- 
ftruments that Law is pzinted in mens 
mitides, 

P. what needeth any ouer curious 
ſerching therot, ſith all nations ſhewe 


as clereas daylight, that the very worke . 


of thelawe is rightly ingrauen in their 
hartes, inlomuch'that their owne con- 
ſciences bcare moſte enident witneſle, 
on evther parte, while that cuen the 
thoughres of men doo eyther accuſe or 
exculethem. Hereby it is fuffictent!y 
perceyued, that in the mindes of all the 
Gentiles there is a certeine law of God 

throughly printed and ſet faſt, from 

whence the great number of the excel- 

lent lawes ordeyned by nations, cities, 

and peoples haue flowed, and alſo the 

ſeedes of Religion ſovven euerywhere 

abrode, haue at length ſprung vp and 

” flori- 
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to the Romanes. © CAP.2, 
floriſhed, 2405014178 ah 
R, Lerteſſe it ſemeth agreat wonder; 
that wheras they carie that ſouercine 


lawe about with them planted in their 
hartes, pet they be (J woce nothow): 
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blynd tn their owne vyces, and do flat- - 


ter thelelues, and hauc no feeling at all 
of their owne infirmitie and weakneſſe. 

P, Itſemeth ſo comonly to outward 
apparance,bicauſe one of vs cannot en- 
ter into anothers hart. But if that they 
would tell the truth, theyſhould playn- 
ly acknowledgeand confeſle, thar their 
owne conſcience is as a certein ſeuere & 
vncorrupted iudgmentſeat, where they 


be arreigned & foid giltie of their own. 


wicked deeds as oft as they be cited & 
drawe vntoit. And there alſoare all mes 
thoughts, intEts,deeds, & ſayings arre- 
ſted, that whe al things are throughly 8 
aduiſedly coſidered & weyed on eyther 
ſides,they may be ether quit or codened 

R. Then if we ſcarch & wey thtough- 
1yhow many wayes onr minds arc toſ- 
ſed  ttrmoyled in themſelnes, we muſt 
nedes graunt ourſelues to be moſt miſe- 
rable, Yea @not only they p liueambg 
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tylcs in ignorance ofall things. doo run 
in daunger of Bods leucre tnſkice , but 
alſo encn they y excell others in the ſtu- 
dic of wiſedome, notwithſtandinge that 
they p2ecend acertein ſingular ſoundnes 
ofipfe . Foz if thetr doings be cryed by 
the rule of Bods righteoulneſle, as gold 
is wont to be trped in the fp2e : IJ] pray 
pou what anomber of vices and filthie 
things will be found in them 2 But wh# 
ſhall that day come wherein Bod will 
lap open the ſccretes of mens harts, and 
ſearch out all the wozkes of them?when 
ſhalthe vices that are onuergrowen with 
ſcarres be bzought to light? 

P. At thatday(ſay I)when God ſhall 
bewray mens priuities, and lay before 
all eyes the things that were concealed 
as:buryed, and ſunken deepe into the 
bottomes of their harts : and this ſhall 


God performe and bring to paſſe by 


his owne ſonneour Lord Ieſus Chriſt, 
as I declare in my Goſpell, . 

KR. Then muſt wep1ay earneſtly vnto 
Sod, to ſhew himſcife mercifull to vs 
at that timc, of his owne-infinite good- 
nes,fozaſmuch as it appcarcth that ow 
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ſogreate wiſedome and innocency, that 
he is able to eſcape Bods twdgement , 
vnlefle he gine oner the cruſting to hys 
- owne vertues,and yeld himſelfe wholly 
to thegoodneſſeand mercy of Bod. But 
heerclet vs bzxeakeof: our talke concer= 
ning the Bentyles, who not onely hane 
had a will to ſerue falſe Bods & Fdolls 
rather then the erue Bod ; but allo haue 
inuented infinite ( and thoſe alſo altogt- 
therfond) ſuperſtitions : and hencefozth 
ſpeake of Gods people, that is to witof 
thepeople of Jſraell, Therefoze let.vs 
now imagin ſome one, not an i1gnozane 
 perſone ofthe Bentyles , bhntſome one 
of Bods choſen pcople, aman of great 
knowledge and countenance,as Hama- 
liel oz ſome. other like him, ſpeakinge 
thas, Jam a Jew(will he ſay)and a par- 
taker of gods law,by the keeping wher- 
of I truſt to obtaine eucrlaſting ſaluatts 
on without your BSoſpcil oz any other 
learning. rohat wold you anlwere hun 2 
P. Iwould reply vppon him in theſe 
Woords,thou verely art called a lew, & 
ſurely thatis an honorable and excel- 
Be, E.iij. lent 
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lent name. Burt to what purpoſe ſerues 
j:,vnlefſe excellent doings accompany 
ſo exccllentaſtile?. 5 
'R. rohat? Setfeſt thou ſo light by the 
lawe which was ginen of Bod as a p2e- 
rocaciuec to this people 2 

 P, Nay rather I make great account 
of 1t, and thinke you to haue a preter. 
ment aboue others euen in that reſpet, 
But what boorteth the lawe,except yec 
keepe it both with an carneſt mind, & 
inexcellent deedes ? 

'R., But the hope and ſaluation of the 
Jewes is grounded vpon many otbcr 
thinges, dy 

P:; Who knoweth not that the Tewes 
arewont to hunt for glory by (as yec 
would ſay)the proprietic & peculiarity 
of god? But that's altogither vayne ex- 
cept a man 1mbrace the ſame Ged with 
a! his hart &mind by liuely faith. Agein 
Fknow they are wot to profeſſe & brag 
of 4 certen' wonderfull knowledge of 
Gods will : but that knowledge never 
doth a man any good, except he frame 
al his doings aecording.to Gods will. 

K, Bntthelaw of Bodis ofgret foxce 

FE m 


to the Romans, CAP.2. 


it wozking choyce of good and cuill, 
P, Indeed it is certen that the diffe- 


rence of things is very vvell perceiued 
and diſcerned by that lavv. But that is 
not the only thing that Gods word re- 
quirethe it will alſo haue men tolearne 
the true vyorſhipping of God by the 
ſame. Therſorealthough I graunt that 
the Tevves are able to diſcerne good fro 
bad by the helpe of the lavve : yet doo 
they notin all points obſerue Gods co- 
maundementes. 

F. I pzay you Paule ſ:effer nit to take - 
the perſon ofthe Jews. vpottme,and to 
mainteme their cace, Thus do I reaſon 
with you. J beſtow my labour luſtely in 
opening of gods laws, # in teaching the, 
#1 perſuading men to frame their ma- 
ners EF life acco2ding to the appointment 
therof Jew my ſelfa ſtrait ouerſeer ur 
coxccting of other mes vices,# let flip no 
part of mp duty. rohat deſire you moze * 

P, Me think I do now ſee either ſome 
DoRor or Gamaliel himſelfe,at vvhoſe 
handI lerned thelavv of Moſes vvhen 1 
vvasayong man. Whom 1 intende to 


talke ynto in theſe vvordes, Thou moſt 
E.ili}, cxcel- 


I9 


20 


21 


22 


«3 


leſt thy ſelfe vvith moſt ſhamefull tre- 


2 {oſhamefnlly and ynſhamefaſily? 
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excellent door of the Lavy putteſtthy 
truſt in this, that thou art able to bez 
guide to the blinde, that thou sheadeſt 
torth 1ght to other mensdarknes, that 
thou teacheſt the 1gnorant, and finally 
that thou art a perte& wiſe man. Hoy 
then cometh itto paſſe that thou tea- 


cheſt others, and teacheſt not thy ſelfe? Ml vec 
That thou counſeleſt other men not to Mt wai 
ſteale, wheras notwithſtandingthou in- Ill dot 
tangleſt thy ſelf with theft? Again, that Wl can 
wheras thou telleſt men that they muſt Ih ifat 


not commit adultrie,thou thy ſeltenot WM P. 


only hannteſt common harlots & bro- il of 
thels,but alfo comitteſt adultrie ? And I Lir 
finally as though it were a light crime Ii or 
to oftendethy neibour, doeſt alſopro- iſ co! 
,uoke God with thy wickednes ? For IU as: 
thou crieſt outagainſtrhe worſhipping IU Ro 
of fdols, and in the meane while deti- I an 


cheric to Godvvarde. Novve vvhath 
ſhameor pride is this,that you ſhould 
Profeſie yourſelues ro be al on fire with 
veimeafurible zeale of gods law, when 
aSTiotwithitending, ye breake the law 


R. If 
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R. Jfany of them ſhould heare theſe 
wozdes, he woulde out of doubt cracke 
and burſt a ſunder in the middeft, How- 
beit that perchance ſo great naughtines 
and diſhoneſtie be ſcarſe to be founde in 
thoſe Docrozs and Jhariſets. Foz al- 
though they line notlo chaſtipas would 
become them , pet they offcnde moze 
warelp than pee wonld wiſhe:;and their 
i- WF cloking of things ts ſo clenly, that they 


a cannot be taken tardie with their faults 


& IF ifanybeinchem. © __ 
X' WH P. That is true in deede, but the eyes 
- WW ofgods minde are ſharperſfighted than 
8 I Linceus, neither is any thing ſo hidden 
© I orlecrete, whiche is not open and vn- 
- {Wl couered vato him. Let them pretende 
' WW 25greata countenance of godlineſle & 
; I Poneſtic as they liſt,and yet if there be 
I any vncleanetle, God ſecth into it,not- 
withſtading that even ther very dedes 
t youloke wiſely vpon them, are ſcene 
to be defiled vvith moſte filthy vices. 
Therevpon ſpring thoſe complayntes 
and accuſations of the Prophetes, 
vyhen they crye oute thar Gods moſt 
holy name is flaundered and diffamed 
> among 
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diffamed amonge the forrein nation 
through the wicked dooinges of the 
Iewes ,as Ezechiel and Eſay.and oth 
of Gods prophets do witneſle, 

R, IJ yeeld to the truth, and I confele 
that all ſozts of men are ſnubtect to very 
greeuouſe crro2s , and that not cnen tix 
FJewes arcto bee exempted oute ofth 
ſame number,but are rather wootthied 
{oe blame, tif they will needs be countt 
bolie in ſhew onclp, and not be hole 
very deede. But what thinke you of ct 
cuinciſion 2 Do ye dout whether it bed! 
ſufficicnt ability to ſkoure awapye il 
ſpots of ſin,as the Jewes anowch ! F0 
if was o2depned of Bod hitnſclfe as1 
certctne peculiar badge of Bods people, 
and it wanteth not moſt greeuous paliti 
of ictting blud, & finally it is the cxpreſe 
feale wherby it may appcare Þ the maket 
ofthe whole wooulde is the father of tht 
Jewes,# that the Jewes likewilc are his 
children, Otherwiſe circumciſion wet? 
coo 0 purpoſe , vnlelle the Jewes welt 
to be p2eferred before all other nations 
by that prerogatine, and that it wered 


ll moltlare pledge of their ſajuation, 


P, Jan 
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P, Iam glad that we be comeby Intle 
nd little,& as it were by degrees to his 
ynt,of ſhewing that the circumciſed 
wes Shoote farre wide from the true 
xrke of circumciſion,whereof we will 
xeake more largcly heereafter, when 
etreat of the iuſtifying of Abraham. 
ut ifit be ſo, that circumciſion be the 
ovenaunt whereby God couenanteth 
obecome the God of the Iewes,for e- 
er, indentinge with the circumciſed 
hat they shall yelde him. ſuch obedi- 
nceas it becometh children to yelde: 
endoth it folow of conſequence thar 
rcumciſion was of greate valewe in 
oyſcs lawe ſo farre foorth as Gods 
wand ordinance were obeyed, ſpect- 
ally ſeeing that the ſayde cutting off of 
te peece of fleſhe or foreſkin, was a 
gne of Gods foreſaid couenaiit. Con- 
trariwiſe it foloweth alſo that circiciſio 
boted thoſe nothing at all which brake 
the comaiidemtts of the law: but rather 
that their circiiciſio was turnedinto vn- 
arcumcaſio,that is to ſay,that the Iewes 
thewhiche were but paredin theflesh 


Mlyc were reckened in theſame ſlarg 
and 
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and degree that the Greekes orCe 
tiles were vvhich are vnpared. Yetng 
vvithſtading, I denie not bur thatth 
which held the true vſe of circumciſy 
did alſo reape molt pletecus fruitths 
by,as vvho had both kept the Lawa 
alſo conceyued in their minde a (u 
truſt of Gods mercy, for the which 
ly they beleeued that their ſinneswe 
orgiuen them, and thervpon tooket 
them the ſeale and warrant of circun 
cilion,wherby the forgiueneſle oftia 
ſinnes vyas ſealed vp. And let thei 
things bee ſpoken, not to imbacethh 
dignitie of circumciſion ordeyned a 
g0d, but to beate dovvne the pride 
rhe levyes, vvho euen for the bare ail 
cuctſions ſake, thought theſelues wot 
thy to be adopted to be gods childre 
K. weineare the ſame errour ſcemtl) 
to bane caught holde vpon the Lhiils 
ans, among whorm: there are many il 
be fonkd nowadayes, whiche truſt WI. 


icTerd the out ward baprin of rhe ud | F 


mental{ water, without erue fayth, and 
withork ay keeping of Bods law, thil 
thc I.lraelites truſted to — 
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it hereof we will ſpeake moze an 0- 
r time. Now go you thzough, & ſhew 
bether you thinke circumciſion to be 
valne at all,02 no. 
Surely I thinke of little, or rather 
noneat all,vnlefſe the bonde be per- 
rmed, vvhereof Circumciſion is the 
ale. For vvho ſeeth not that if a hea- 
ten man keepe gods lavve and truſt in 
dd vvith all his hart, ſo as he looketh 
tt for ſaluation elſewhere than at his 
nde,he thalbe in as good caſe as the 


al: cumciſed lew, although he bee (till 


ucircumciſed, and haue not his fore- 
1n pared off at al? And not only that, 
ut alſo that he ſhall enen by true and 
nreprouable judgement condenethe 
ery Tewes that are circiiciſed. Bicauſe 
tattheſetruſting to the ſigne of cir- 
mciſion,do deſpiſe the keping of the 
vw, wherein the force of circumciſion 
dliſteth,wheras the other being with- 
ut the figne, dothn'i his deedes fulfil 
and ſhew forth the thing ſignified, 
K. Then ſhewe wherein the true ve 
and fruite both ofthe name of Jſraclite 


md of circumciſion conſiſteth, _ 
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> P. He1snot, vndoutedlyheisng 
| Iew, that is comonly taken fora le 
poynted at openly with the finger: 
ther is that the true circumciſio, whi 
nippeth of the viſible part of the bog 
Bart he,he (1 aye ) isa true Tew, whi 
bearetha ryght Iewiſh mind in deed 
that isto ſay,which feareth God,a 
keepeth his law. Alſo that is theexct 
lentcircumciſion,wherthrongh, notti 
fleſhe is cut off by the ceremony ofti 
law,but the ſinfulneſſe of mans harte 
cut off by the ſpirit . And the prayſe 
this inwarde circumciſion;, is not tol 
ſought forat the hands of men, that 
of moſt corrupt iudges, but at thei 
of God himſelfe, 
'R. As IJ may well agree to your (a 
nges Paule yet me thinkes that i 
Aſcaelitcs do not withortt cauſe gloyfl 
the greate nomber of pziuiledges gui 
them of Bod. Therfoze you (hall do0i 
good turne, if ye ſhewe in what put? 
gatine they excell other men, and conſt 
quently declare the worthincfe and p10 
fit of circumciſion, | 

P, Iwill dooit witha good will.{ 


yo 
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u graunt mee firſt that you wyll not 
doe ofthe whole matter, before you 
wue throughly and aduiſedly weyed 

| For I grauntand acknowledge that 
epriuiledges of the people of Iſraell 
enotable , but yet ſo as they take not 
ccafion to wex proude of them , For 
they ſeeme in better cace than other 
enin that reſpe&,they muſt not ther- 
re beare themſcelues in hand, that they 
ave purchaſed Gods fauour, ele&ion, 
nd good wyll, by their owe deſertes, 
reldoings , ceremonies and ſacrifices. 
ay rather in that cace they are to bee 
ade fellowlyke with the Gentyles, 
hatis to wit in the juſtification and e- 
elaſting ſaluation,, bycauſe that both 
f them doo fynde themſclues to haue 
heir coſcieces gylty of ſin, And yet for 
all that(as I ſaide atore) the priuiledges 
ofthis people aboue all other are right 
notable, among which this is cuen the 
greateſt, thatalmighty God voutſlafed 
tocomit his word vnto the,and to giue 
themoſt large promiſes, vpo aſſurance 


wherofthey neuer neded to haue dou- | 


IF fed gods ſingular good wil towards the, 
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R, Uery well, But yet J| amafral 
leaſt as it is wont to fall ontin menye 
bargaines and couenannts , thateyth 
partie ſtandeth in like and cquall 
vntoother; ſo as eyther bothe of then 
mult ſtand to their conenaants , 0zels 
any of them both bzeake coucnauntyiz 
others at liberty:euen ſo alſo by realy 
of the diſtruſt and diſobedience of [9 
ofthe Jewes , God takinge His aduay 
rage will neyther keepe his couenaunt 
. ndzperfozme his pzomiſes to them.9 
ifit ſhoulde come ſo to paſſe , J) canuo 
coniecture to what ende thoſe ſtatelytt 
uenaunts and pzomiſes will come. 
P. But itis vnſeemely to thinke,ti 
Godcan by any meanes alter his mit 
and determination, or that his coſta 
cie can bee onercome and compelled 
by mens vnthankFulneſſe, that he shuld 
not performe his promiſes. Forit is 
be conſidered, that God will neuerfail 
the godly and good men , though tht 
ſeeme neuer fo fewe by reaſon oftit 
wicked multitude of ynbeleuers. 


.._ -®. Itis meeteto thinke ſoof Gods 
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and abhozre the righteonſnefſe and vn»; 
conftancie of men, wherthzough they of= 
tentymes bzcake their pzomiſes. . .. 4; -: 
P. Euen ſo. is it; accordinge as the pſgr 5,55 
Prophet ſayeth, all men are lyers and 
vaine, but God is true, yea & euen the 
yery truth it ſelfe, As euen the princely 
prophet had-ſayd ; although there was 
nolet in me and in my wickednefle, but 
that God might haue deemed me vn- 
worthy ofhis promiſes, ahd haue diſa- 
pointed me of them? yer is his faithfal- 
nefſe, righteouſneſſe, vprightneſſe,and 
truth'ſo great, that he neither cannot 
wil-{\warue one inch - alide fro his fay- 
ings & determinations. In ſomuch that 
noteuen the extremeſt naughtipackes 
and (pitefulleſt perſones in the worlde, 
which thinke woorſt of him, can re- 
proue him of vnconſtancy orlightneffe 
forhe is moſt conſtant. 4 
.K, Ofthis pour anſwere ryſeth anos 
ther queſtion . Seemeth ic nof by that 
reaſon ; that Bod'tncreaſcch his owne 
gloy-by mens lines? foz trulp his con- 
fancie becommeth the cleerer and brigh- 
ter; when his dittine goodnſe itt keeping 
4 F.1, touch 


_ "Fe Pile by mens wicked deeds: but _ 
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coweh with men vuwoxthie, ſurmbin? 
_ teth mans diſtruſt and ſtubboznes. And 
if it be ſo, J feare me it will ſeeme to fol: 
tow,that Bod doth wzongfully puniſhe 
thoſe that hane done any wickednes, hi- 
cauſe Bods pzaile flowcth oute of the 
ſame, & mozeouer that the wicked haut 
very good canſe to blame Bod,foz pin 
niſhmg ther offences wherby they beats 
tified his glozy. | 
- RL, Toſpeake after the maner of men 
no dout but it may ſeme ſo tothe man, 
which is ignorant & vn{kilful of things 
belonging to God, Bur yet is that ſut- 
miſe ynmeete to come in any mal 
head, fornothing but holineſſe , pure- 
nelle , & vndefiledneſſe ought to come 
m any mans mynd concerning the m- 
 teſty.of God, ſpecially for as muches 
vngodly folke nother can nor will re 
- ferretheir owneluſtes to Gods glory, 
butonly to their owne pleaſure,and to 
their owne private profit and praiſe. 
»;R.- I neuerperceined the fault of this 
Kynde of reaſoning.tfll now. Foz Sods 
Soodnes and faithfulneſfe. gee-not thi 
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of his , that they bzeake not theircourſe 
no not euen foz thoſe wicked deedes , 
which thing Jgathcr cuen ofthe cxam- p/Z, 51, 
ple which you vſcd ryghte nowe . Foz 
wheras God perfozmeth the mercy that 
he had pzomHed to Dauid,that came not 
to paſſe chiongh Danids wicked deede: 
but the pzomiled mercy ſhyneth foozth 
ſo muche the bzyghter, in that ſo great 
a wickedneſle was not able to diſapoint 
if. by. 
P, Yea, and adde further , that God 
could not be the competent iudge of 
allmen,ithe ſhoulde punniſh offenders 
nuſtly , foraſmuch as the vertue of 2 
wdge conſiſteth moſt in vprighrneſſe;” 

R. Now do] pcrepue mens errour; 
And yetnotwithſtanding there wantnof 
ſome , whiche ſqothinge themſelues int 
their owne vyces, dare leſſen the hey? 
nowſneſſe of them , pea and ad wicked- 
nelſe to wickedneſſe, as who ſhould ſap 
that Sods glozy ſyone. fooxth the moze 
bytheirlying . And thcy be not afrayde 
to-quarrell, with Bod faz punniſhinge 
their offences , which do rather beawti- 


ie than defacc his glow...  _ - 
. jt LH w ?, That 
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s ©. Thatisthe very thinge which dy. 

ucrſe perſones doo falſlye laye tooure 

| Charge , ſhamefully belying vs that wee 

 byourdoarine doo prouoke &entice 

men to ſinne, that Gods glory myghte 

grow the greater by it,& finally ſay that 

euill is to be don that good may ſpring 

thereof: vpon whom ſhall come aſſured 

"26 0G as they haue iuſtly deſer- 
ned. 

R, Trueclp to'my ſeeming, pon hanem 
good ſeaſon pzenented the falſe ann- 
ders and accuſations of moſt wicked vi 
thiifes, whom the inticement of ſinning 
holdeth ſnarled inſuch ſnares, that theit 

16 deſperate mindes dare / neuertheleſle 
hope that Bod will let them ſcape cleere 
with their lawleſſe and Iuſtfull ſinning- 
But let vs let theſe things alone,and tt/ 

;ne fr5 whence wel digreſſed , namely 
to the p2ezogatine of the Jewiſh people, 
who boaſt themſelnes to be farre bettet 
then other men, as to whom the miſts 
ries of mans ſaluation were cdmitted.. 
and therefoze they will needes chalengf 
totbemſelues the forehand of inftificat 
on and of Bods fanour, 


P, ff 
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have ſayde afore, I haue proued with 
moſt ſubſtantial reaſons, that all men of 
all ſortes as well Iewesas Gentyles are 
fat tyed to the thraldome of fin,and 
therefore cannot obtayne ſaluation by 


isthecheefe poynt and ground works, 
ofthis Epiltle; = 

R. Roman will lyghtly graunt- ya, 
that, vnleſſe it be confirmed by authozity 
of holy wzitte. Foz Hod,and not men,is 
too bee belenedin ſo weighty a matter. 
Foz why ? Sexinge thatthe powers of 
mans wit, namely ryght reaſon,andthe 
ability of vnderſtanding and reaſoning, 
are ſo greate ; and that he hath mozeouer 
afrce will,purpoſe;. and indeuer fo doo 
the goodlyeſt things : canany man deny 
butmoſt: excellent and altogither diume 
vertues flow out of that welſpzing? 

P, Surely TI graunt and agrec to yOu, 
butyet ſo as I will proue by textesof 


ſogreate giftes of nature, as'thathe can 
befaultleſle or attaine ſaluation byun 
ſelfe,except he be indewed andinlyg J 

F.ii}, 


P, If you beate Nill-in minde whatT, g 


any deſerts of their owne z which thing; | 


(cripture;that no man is furniſhed with 
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' rened with the heauenly gyft of fayth] 
to Therfore heare Gods ſaying ſet downe 
qa.3.2, in his holte ſcriptures. There is not one 
 * 1, Tyghruous man(faythhe)to be founde 
P/a.1z.2 inall the woorlde , no not one. There 
12, Nnonc indewed with v nderſtanding,ther 
AX.25.2 is none that feeketh after God all are 
| ſtrayed from the ryght way , all are be- 
| come naught& vnprofitable,and at ons 


$ 


woord, thete is not one thar doth good 


tal, = 
KR.” Surely nofhinge can be ſayde 0 


thotght mozecleere,myghtie,and ſtrong 
than this authozirie ,'to beate backe and 


thzow downe maiis pzyde. 

*P. Lo heere atiother dinineand hea- 

venly faving no leſſe lyghtſome than 

thevther. Mansthrote is lyke a deepe 

and KING Brave, mens tungs ate ſea- 
ON 


. 


foned with hony 6fgecit & guile, their 
lippesareſtecped ahdlteyned with the 
poylon of Aſpes;.. 7 | 

"R.- Lertefſe the Pzophct vſeth- a fins 
gular ſimilitude ,”F6z lyke as grants 
of drade folkes ddo ſcnde foozth a moolb 
filthiy'and ſtinkyng lene, and alſo no 
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ſent too Iyning. bodycs 2 lo allo there 
commeth nothing but vnclennefſe and 
filthineſe oute of the vncleane bzeaſt af 
acozrupt man, Andbeſydes thys,Scr- 
pentsdoo not woozſer oz ſozer harme 
with their poyſon , than men doo wyth _ 
the wickednes of their ctungs. _...: © 
P. You ſay truthe . But the Pro 2 
phet addeth further, that men ſpitte * [6:97 * 
toorth fyrebrandes burninge wythe 4 
curlinge and bitterneſle oute at they 
mouthes, $324.58 58 
R., Uerely enen ſois mans nature 
_ voyde of Gadlie Jlyghte- and 
4 | SEETTTr 
P, AndIcannot let paſſe the.ſayr 7 
inge of a cexteyne moolt excellent Pror | 
phet tothe ſame effet. They be fro; £/4-79-7 
vrarde ( fayeth he ) booth with hande £792.16 
and foote too ſheade mans bloud And {4.13.1 
they be ſofarre of from keeping peace 
wyth men , that as folke vtterly vnacs 79 
quaynted wyth the way of peace , they 
ſctall their whole mynds todeſtroy all 7 
other men.,and to tread them-downe, & 
toaftli& them moſt miſerably. ._ . -- 
*K,. | Alas wyth howe manie (85 
F ©: lo -- g 
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and with how ſozowfull examples 20 
theſe our moſt vngracious times ſwarye 
wherein warres, manſlaughters,robbe- 
rics ,and all kyndes of wickedneſſedoy 
abound,” © -- 
18 © P, Laſtly when the prophethathree- 
| kened vp: theparticulars, hepoynteth 
PAIL 35.5 outthe fountaine/ and welſpring of al 
| © ©, euills, namelyacerteine ſluggiſh rech- 
Tefneſle vttetly voyde of all the feareof 
Hod. - 110 of! þ & T5 | | 
_ &- Soothly pon hane ſet befoze mine 
Fi wonderfult atid not aſhadowed, 
att erpefſo -and lyuely image and 
ape of a man that wantech Gods ſpy 
it, 02 rather you hane canningly payn- 
+ fedoutenery part and limbe of him.F03 
.., bytheſe woozdes Gods ſpirite ſheweth 
that manofhimſelfe is deftitute of righ- 
- teoufnes. Againe itbereueth him of true 
. Vnderſtanding arid knowledge. Laſtipit 
bewtayeth his fozeward and ready incli- 
nation bent to all diſhoneſtie and alure- 
ment of ſtnning. And he reacheth $thys 
? deſcription belongeth ro al mankind, all 
| "i EY t frogatines ſet aſide. Now is 4t-nota 
x: Wy | = 7 bf p 
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to the Romanes, CAP.3., 16 
[y petnted out with lo linely,ſo apparat, 
and ſo naturall colours 2 QJozconer if 
pe fake the feare and reuerence of od, 
notof mens minde, J beſcech you what 
can beſo holy, which they ſhal not ſtaine 
and defile with the filth of their vyces: 
pet notwithſtanding ſo gret is the wil- 
fuincfſe and pnide of the Jewilh pcople, 
that they bothe vaunt-themſelnes fo be 
cleare from all offence, and alſo thinke 
that onlp the Gentiles aredefamed and 
ſteined with thoſe kyndes ofwickednes, 

P, But they muſt needes confeſle (& 
that doo they know well ynough) that 
the commaundemients and thretnings 
of the law belong propetly voto thein, 
which haue pur their neckes vnder the 
yoke of the lawe: Now if1t be ſo: then 
are they themſclues thefirſt of all men 
that are bound with the.condemnation 
of the lawe. 

K, $90 it ſemeth, Foz reaſon requireth, 
that like as Þ rewards are ſet downe foz 
them if chep keepe the law: ſo they ſhuld 
be demePto haue deſerned moſtgreuous 
piniſhment, if chep bzcake thelaw. But 
what end were thoſe things ——_— » 


NA 
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ſo plenteoufly by Gods j93ophets. 

P. Thatnot ſo much as one ofal mi 
kind might preſume to mutrer, &mug 
letſe to boaſt himſelt ſtoutly,butthatd 
men,aſ{wel lewes as Gentiles ſhould(y 
they ſay)lay their had vpo their mouth, 
and cuery of the acknowledge his own 
faalt & filthines, & ſo vpon remorſe o 
their owne coſciences,at length ſubmit 
them {clues eucriwhere to gods powet 
& yeelde themſelues wholly vnto him, 

R. whylo ? L142 

P. Bicauſe that of al men theres not 
- one, be he neuer ſo well fraught & fut- 
nithed with al vyorks,cither of thelan 
of nature,or of the layy vvritten,thata 
beare avvay the prayſe of rightcouſnes 
at Gods wdgement, ſo as he oughtto 
be cofited rightcousfor his weldoingy, 
it he want faith, which alonely imbr 
ceth thefauour of God. - 
-&, Althis diſcourſe then ameth at this 
Popnt, that we ſhonld belecne that 194 
 therthe Jewes by the power@wozksdf 

the law wiitten,noz the Bents by the 


&...  - Power & wozks of the law byed in thei 
SP nature;can paſſe foz righteonſneom 
oj 
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foe the iudgementleate of Bods mate- 
ſie, So greatly is nature tn all pointes 
o:tnpted and marred, vnlefle it be re- 
ſtozed agapne as pee would ſape, to hir 
birthzight by the operation and benefife 
ofthe heauenlyp ſpirit, Foz what clennes 
canſpzing out of vuclennes, oz perfeci1b 
out of vnperfecti5 2 But reach me Þp2zayp 
you,to what vſe the law now ſerneth, 

?, Outofall doubt, tovery great and 
plenteous ves, Wherof this.1s the chete 
and moſt excellent, that whereas men 
ar otherwiſe blind,the law fertteth their 
vices before their cies, ſo as they be c0- 
pelled to acknoyvledge them yvhether 
they will or no. For it ſerueth vs fora 
moſt cleare looking glaſle to ſpie out 
our ſpots1n, - 

&, Encnſo is if: and that haue Jlear- 
ned by the examples both of other men, 
and alſo of my ſelfe, namely that vnicſſe 


fl 
4 
l 
c 
f 
i 
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all of vs ſhall become blinder than be- 
ties in our owne vices . . But IJ pay 
Pon, when we hane founde our our er- 
rours & ſinnes by the bewzaying of-the 


law, whence. ſhall we A — 


| pa 


welooke vpon the law as vpon a glaſſe, 
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92 where ſhall we finde Þhiſickefo; th 
diſeaſes ofonr ſoules? | 
P, Out of the goſpel! or gladtidny 
of eternall {aluation, whereby Godw- 
tereth his good wil and mercy towards 
vs. For by that, without the helpe « 
furtherance of the lawe , God ſheweth 
his owne righteouſneſſe, I ſay not tie 
righteouſneſle of the Law, but hisown 
righteouſneſſe, to be receiued andim- 
braced by the hand of fayth,and hen 
graftethandiingraueth the ſameinout 
mindes by the power of his ſpirite, tv 
pether with al the companie of vertues, 
as innocencie,holineſſe,clenneſſe,mild- 
neſſe, honeſtie, godlineſſe, louingneſ, 
and hope. For all theſe things are dras 
ned from him as from a ſpring thatcal 
not be dried;'into mens mindes. And 
althoughe: this rightuouſnes of God! 
whereof we ſpeake,haue hitherto beene 
reſted afide to the'Law alone, throg) 
the ignorance of the Tevves, hovvbeit 
not of all; but of moſt patte of them: 
yet hath it alwayes beene confirm 
- and proued by moſt enjdent records, 
not onely 6f the Prophets, but alſoof 
- «Mloy- 


tothe Roymanee, CAP.J, 28 


{oiſes & of the lavv it ſelfe, po 
isrighteonſnes was not in any vvyſe 

nuented by the vvitte and cunning of 
nen, : | 

R. what can be ſpoken mote plapne, 

ne profitable, oz more plentifull,than 

his ſaping of yours 2 Fox heereby tt 1s 

anifeff, that all hope of ſaluation, both 

1 Jew and Bentile,mult be repoſed in 
he righteonſneſſe of fayth, and not in 

de wozkes of the Lawe, Foz inaſmuche 
as that righteouſneſſe is Gods righte= 
onlneſſe, and therefoze Bod him ſelfe is 
theautho of it ; no donbte but it ſhall 
moſt of all,yea and alonely anaple atthe 
indgement ſeate of almightie God, ſpe- 
cally fozaſmuche as it is not deuized by 
man, but ſpzinacth of Bod himſelfc,and 
is ſct foozth by his wo2de. But what is 
the meane to iniop this ſo precious and 
healthfull righteouſnes thzouchly 2 

P, The vvhole atteinement of that 
oputconſnes,coliterh in faith towards 
Chriſt, and in the ſincere and inwarde 
feeling and truſt of Gods goodnes offe- 
red vs in Chriſt, & by Chriſt, This fayth 
becing brought ys down from heaven 
j | y 


- 
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by Chriſt imbraceth the true & ſubſl 
tiall holines, innocence, or righteoul 
nes vyhichis ſet foorth in theGoſyal, 
And moreouer that righteonſnes ofth 
Goſpel or of God, belongeth toal me 
without any difference, bicauſe that 4 
without exception haue ſinned & may 
themſelues thrals to the tyrannie of fn 
And for that cauſe they haue excedine 
oreat neede of the helpe and fauour a 
the glorious and immorrtall God,fron 
vv hoſe good yvil they of themſcluesar 
as far of,as there is oddes betweenethe 
ovvglieſt ſinne of man, and the brigh 
teſt glory of God. 

RK. Nothing 1s o2 can ſeeme mote p2bs 
fitable , nothing ts 02 can ſeeme molt 
pleaſant than this doctrine, ſpecially to 
mindes that are cumbered with the ty- 
rannie of ſinne,oz with the accuſationd! 
thelawe. Foz it ſheweth bothe that the 
Phiſicke of our difeaſes cHmerh fr god, 
and that the ozder @ meanes how to vit 
it is raſed vs byhis hande , all whicht 
things are receiued by faith and aſſured 

of Bods good will towards v5: 
and alſo that the ſame bencfite is cis 


| 


| 
| 


tothe "A, CAP.3J, 
4 all people,leaſt any man conceyning 
in vntoward opinid of Bods goodnes, 
Hold ſet out Him ſeife fro the fanction 
flo greta benefite,Dowbeit fozaſmuch 
15 {50d hathe defermined to make Vs 
ghteons,holy, and his childzen by thc 
zyd fayth as by an inſtrument : whiche 
thinke you fo bee the neercſt foz vs to 
attaine to this fapth 2 ©O2 by what de- 
ſerts map we windour ſelnes into gods 
fanour,to earne the ſame 2 
?, Iwiſhyou tobe better learned in 
this poynt, For no deſerts or weldoings 
ofours(which in deede are none at all) 
can leade god to brede faith in vs,or to 
make ys holy & righteous, & toadopt 


ys to his children : but his beſtovving_. 


of that ſo great and incredible benefite 
ypon al men, is of his owne mere grace, 
goodnes,and liberalitie. 

R. So much the better cornfort & hope 
onght wzetched men to hane which are 
inthzaldome to fin.ſith they be ſure that 
their ſalnatfon (s layde vp tn the keping 


29 


of ſo faythfull and friendly a creafoz and | 


kather. But in what thing reſteth this 


$odd will and friendſhip of Sod? | 
mo rien "2 oo 
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25 - P, Enenin the redemption of my 
Epb,1.4. kinde wrought by Teſus Chriſt, who 
Gen.z.16 the cuerlaſting father had before th 
creating of all things, and before 
time,appointed to be the reconcilerd 
all things, for their ſakes which ſhoull 
repoſe their truſt in his bloud, 
_K, O ſlaying wozthy to be hadinewp 
laſting remembzance,that mens mynds 
may alwayes becheered vp to gineSii 
continuall thanks, tn thaf fo their ſakt 
he ts a moſt mercifull father, hath vout: 
(afed that his cternall wozde ſhould he 
come fleſhe, to the intent that the tres 
ſures of Bods vumeaſurable goodnes, 
ſhould be diſconcred and laide foonthtd 
the childzen of Adam, Now doo I per: 
cetue that the ſapde encrlaſting wont 
* Tobn.1.18 becing become fleſhe,is the raunſomed 
4 our redemption, and the very counttt- 
pane of the olde merciſeate wherewit) 
the Arkeand the Lawe incloſed therit, 
were conered : howbeit after ſuch a ſott 
that Bods glozy was ſhed from thei 
into Gods people,as froma moſt ple 
tituli tozchoulſe, Foz ſo doth that wordt 
of Bod by taking fleſhe. vpon him " 


ro the Romans, CAP.7J, 
dnely ſhzewd vs froin the curſe of the 
law,but alſo ſhccld vs @ defend vs from 
it,and gineth-vs moſt certeine aſſurance 
of Gods loning kyndnes, if we put our 
truſt in his blud , Foz be is ſucceeded as 
qurſoncrein king aud enerlaſting pjeeſt 
in ted of Boyſes and Aaron. Bur (yew 
me wherfoze Bod did caſt ſo great good 
willco mankind. — + 
.P, . Doubtleiſe-euen for this cauſe , 
that hee had determined to ſhew - his 
ryghtuouſneſſe more bryght than the 
daylight to mortall menin tyme. too 
come, both in forgyuing all mens of- 
ſetices, which almightie God hath of 


ther-diſcountenanced or borne. wyth 
vhto-this day : andalſo in pardonjng & 


Rl yet alyue , or ſhall hcereafter draw 
this common breth, that therby it may 
appeare:openly to all men that God is 
K GNruOuUs , not, onelye bycauſe hee 
Kinbelfe is indewed with rightuouſnes 
but alſo bycauſe he ſheadeth oute his 
 typhtuotſneſle into the mindsof them 
#1a2pht and ſettle their whole truſt in 
9263 | G.J. his 


_ 


his owne intredible mercifulneſſe. ey- | 


wiping away of their ſinnes whichare« 


30 
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his Chriſt. 
R. I beleeuc if to be vercly (ſo. There: 
foze it behoueth that ſo great a benefice 
fo be bozne alwates in remembzance; of 
thoſe too whome Gods goodneſle hath 
grgunted to inioy Lhiilt , as their pj0- 
phetto teache them che wyll of the hea 
nenly father : as thetr high piecſt which 
bath with his owne blond ſealed vpthe 
conenant made berweene the father and 
vs: and as their mooſt mighty King,to 
ſif inour mynds and to gonerne vs 
His ſpirit. ; 
27 P, Youſce then what arethe caſes 
of mans ſaluation . Now therefore ifa 
man ſhoulde aſke a Iew whether he 
thought that there were any thing left 
him wherein he eyther could or ſhould 
glorie : what myglit he anſwere? Nay 
rather( if it pleaſe you) anſwere youfot 
 him,and vtter what you thinke. 
K. Nothing ſo Bod help me, J ſe nv! 
thing why be ſhould be lofcyminded0! 
boaſt himſelf oz his pzerogatine. Fo1'il 
canſe of boaſting is ſhnt our. 
P, Azaine,ifI ſhoulde aſke himw 
ther theIſraclites haue any ſuch vaut 


tage 


tothe Romants, CAP.3. 

tagebythe law it ſelfe the rule of good 
decdes,that they ſhaulde thinke them» 
ſelues better than all other nations : or 
whether. the'glittering woorkes of the 
lewes can: haue ſo great force,as iuſtly 
toſet them. in ſuch a iollitie:I pray you 
what would he fay to.it?., © 
R. IJdbclecne he woulde be mozedum 
than a fiſhe:as the pouerbe layth . Foz 
how can any doinges of men cyther be 
- ſeeme to be ſo mitche wozthie befoze 

od2 | 


 Þ. Therefore it is meete that all man- 


Linde. Should þe ridde of all ſelfewce- 
ning; pryde,ſtubborneſſe,and boaſting, 
by the doing of fayth, and be drinen 
of necliitie to yeeld the whole glory of 
all things vnro God alone, | 

R. Doubtleff-,J thinke thae to be one 
of allcontronerſie. - | 
. .P, Therefore, it is too be beltc- 
ned (than the, whiche nothinge can 
be ſayde or deuiſed more holie or 
ttuc.) that metine are. counted. and 
made ryghtuous.; and adopted. of 
the heauenly father.into the number 
of his children, by fayth without the 
-: G.lj. woorks 
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woorks of the law or without defertey 
that ſpringof mens deeds. * + 
R. TJf the way to' ryghtuonſneſſe, too 
ſaluation,and to enerlaſting lyfe, be ope- 
ned vnto men by fapth , and not bythe 
1aw: there is no cauſe why the'Jewes 
ſhould ceppne at the Gentyles, 63eny 
them. eg: Be 
29 © P, None atall, 'For which of themis 
{5 blockiſhe or ignotant of tHingsbe- 
lotiging to-God,-as to imagitn in his 
mind that God is the God of the Tewes 
onely,and not'of all other nations allo! 
Our of Joubt'god;is the god of alpes- 
ple and 'nations; and will haveall men 
to be ſaued and'to conie to the knov- 
ng of dim4;-# 27 eh eee 
R, Then doth it follow that there is 
no odds befwrette circumciſion and v1- 
circiiciſion as tn reſpect of falnation, 
-H 'P, Surely they be both in one cace,0! 
3* both alyke , bycauſe that for aſmuch 4 
God i bat-one and the onely creator 
_ of all men alyke, he doth alſo kepe off 
'felfe fame mater of fuyng mankynde. 


1.2.4 


ay th,and accepteth the vncircumciled 


For he iuftifieth the circumciſed bj 


the wi 
fulfill 
ly ſhe? 
them) 
lawbe 
when 

the w; 
ſpirit « 


R, £ 


tothe Romanes, , CAP. 4. 32 
for tightuous by fayth ; & taketh them 


for his owne. ens « - 
R.. But heere 1s adoubt greeueth me, 3 

that you ſeeme-to pull downe veterly the 

law. and the dignitie thereof by the d9c- 

trine of fayth., Si £35 4b3D. + 4 hr+ 1 

þ. It is nothing ſo . For we. be ſo far 

of from purpoſing:to auerthrow the 

law by fayth:ghat we indeuer to ſtrens- 

then, vphold, and ſtabliſh it moſt af all 
thereby:which thing Iwill ſhew mooaſt 
euidently in conuenient place, For {ce 

inp that Chriſt is the alle , the perfar- 
ming, and the vtmoſt poynt of the lawy 

and that the law is as a certeine ſcholing 

and trayning ofmen-ynto Chriſt ,( as 

the which yeeldeth not wherewith. to 
fulfill Gods commaundements, but an- 
ly ſheweth the neceſſ:tie of, fulfilling 
them):1 beſcech you how. greatly-is the 
lawbeautified and aduanced by fayth, 
when by the dotrine of faith, we ſhew 
the way to performe the laweby..che .. 
ſpirit of Chriſt, | 205 A 
R, $92, you haue ſpoken ynongh of (24.44 } 
the law, moze truely(in mync opynion) I 
than men will well lpke of, But We will « 
3 0 | G.ijj lay 
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ſay moze of this heercafter. Pon kndwe 
of how greate auchoutie Abzaham was 
alwayes among the Iſraclitcs foz his 
good wozkes ſakes . And yet notwith: 
ftanding , all that dignitie ſhall ſeeme to 
fall to the ground,ifhe obteined no rig} 
tnouſncſle and innocencie by bis owne 
pzocnrement,. Pt elſe popnt you me oute 
Come fruite of thoſe good wozkes wher- 
with he was adomed. 

P. Igraunt that Abraham had got. 
ten no ſmall glorieand commendac- 
on of ryghtuouſneſſe to himfelfe by 
hys good, Godly,and well ordered do- 


Inges , if he had become ryphtuou by 


his woorkes. But yet,thet shoulde this 
__ have reſtedeyther in him ſelfe, 
or have taken place alonely amonge 

men, but not at all before God. 
\» Ipzay yon ſhew by what meancs 

thatcameto paſſe, © 
ge. 15.9. 13.2. Tracy the holie feriprur 
W G.;.5. 8$hewit inough'and more than inough. 
W 7.2 ;, For thus is it written: Abraham bc 
| e< gT 3y leeued God , and that true fayth of 
hys vas reckened'to hym for rygh- 
tuouſneſſe, '' NP 

77 fps: 2a R, Jay 


tothe Romans, CAP. 4. 


R. Jacknowledge the recozde ofthe 
old teſtament, and imbzace tt with both 
my handes.1But whereto teudeth it? 

P. Yau shal heare, Conſider the ſtate 
and circumſtance of that tyme . For as 

etthe lawe was not, whiche was after- 
warde gyucen by Moyſes ,in ſomuche 
that what ſoeuer Abraham dyd at that 

me, he ought not to fatheritvppon 
the law written, Therfore he could not 
glorie of the perfarmyng of the lawe. 
And for that cauſe, God by that ſaying 
of hys, affirmeth that Abraham was 1y- 
ified at his hand by fayth. 

R, Thinke youthe whole matterfo he 
diſpatched with this one argument? 

P, No: But you shall vnderſtande 
the whole cace the better ,if we com- 
pare the wages wyth the gyfte . For 
vnto hym that woorketh , wages is gy- 
ven of duetſe and not of revvarde. 
But too þym that woorketh not, but 
belceueth in hym that maketh the 


offender gyltleſle : hysfirme and ſted- 

falte fayth is imputed for innocen- 

cie , For if a manne haue deſerued 
| G.iij, an 
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and earneda thing by his owne labour, 
trauell and paynes'taking:his obtey. 
ningof it is nota rewarde or ſreegyfte, 
but aryght and duety, Butifa mando 
not the things wherby he my deſerue, 
( which is moſt truely verefied of man) 
bur doth ſo percejue,taſt, & feele Gods 
goodnefle and loving kindnefle, that 
he belecueth himſelfe to be taken for 
eiltleſle before him through his meere 
mercy,without any worke of his owne: 
ynito him is innocency gyuen freely a 
arewarde and not as a duety, and hys 
ſtedfaſt truſting to the iuſtifier is recke- 


ned'tohim for ryghtuouſneſle andin- 


'R. Jagree fullp to this reaſon . F0! 
the rhing that is freely, beſtowed vppon 
any man, is not to be taken fo a wages 
02 deſert , but muſt be aſcribed to {50ds 
goqdneſle. 8Jozeoner the ſame fayth, (9! 
the which Bod rewardcth vs withrigh/ 
caouſneſle, is ſheaded into our harts by 
Bod himſelfe,and thar ofhis owne met? 
Teeliberallitie and good wyll, withonte 
elpect-ofany'deſerr ar all, wheteofthe 
Weetched liners: night by any meanes 
b2agge 
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b1ag 02 boaſt. But haue yott any moze to 
ſappet of the ſame matter } 


P. Behold moreouer the enident au- 6 


thoritie of the kingly Prophet , whiche 
ſhevveth the blefliednefle of the man 
whoſe finnes God forgiueth, & giueth 


him his owne righteouſnes, Bleſled are P/a.32, I 


they (faith he) whoſe iniquities are re- 


34 


leaſed, and the filthines of whoſe-ſinnes 7 


are covered. Bleſſed (I ſay) is he towho 
God imputeth not his ſinnes, As for 
the rgſidue conteyned in that Pſalme, 
you your ſelfe ſhall wey it aduiſedly,and 
apply it to. this matter. _ 

R. Pow fowlly then are they onerſenc 


which ſurmiſe ſo many kindes of happi- 


3 


neſſe and blcfſedneſſe, and wzite ſo ſun= 


dic ſawes of it? And to let palle the jÞht- 


loſophers,haw wickedought thoſe god- - 


ly,and how fooliſh ought thoſe wiſe me 
to ſeeme, who vpon a conceite of J] wot 
not what a kind of blefſedneſſe, refuſe no 
papnes too make ſatiſfacion-foz their 
linnes , whereas notwithſtanding, tbe 
laid dinine jP2ophet pzoteſteth that they 
bereleaſed:& fozginen men, of gods only 
meere goodneſſe 2] Ind not onely that, 

| : {Þ,v. but 
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buf alſo to the intt that mens dz0oing 
harts ſhould be chcred vp moze @moy, 
he affirmeth chat thep be after a ſont con- 
cealed and hidden and onerpaſled, lect 
they myght at any typme come into the 
ſight of the angry iudge. Aud how farce 
doth this maner of hpding ſinnes differ 
from the maner that Adam vſed, when 
he would hane hidden hts wickeducſe 
from God with fig lcaues,if it had bene 
poſſible, Foz he would haue Hiddenhim 
ſelf with things that grew in the fiplds; 
But Bod clotheth his with Lhziltes 
, rightuouſneſle, which is a molt glozious 
garinent, 02 rather with Chziſt him (elf, 
Andifyour lepſure would ſuffer you to 
open all the other parts of that jÞſalmt, 
O how great comfozt would it bung to 
meus minds? Foz they that are to bere- 
giſtred in the number of thoſe blefſed 
men, muſt be voide of al guile @ diſceite, 
and flec to Bods mercy , whereby they 
haning the filthineNe of thcir ſiunes wi- 
ped away,and hauing gotten the rights 
onſnes of faith, muſt apply al their inde- 
ner toleade agodly # righteous conucr- 
lation among men, Jlet pallerhe reſwa 


' tothe Ramanes. CAP.A, 35 
ofthe notable things there. Nowe that 

pur talke may returne to our purpole, g 
this is to becdſidered, whether the ſaide 
bleſſednes befel vato: Abzaha befoze cir- 
cumciſis, Andagaine whether this bleſs 

ſednes belong only tÞ the crrcumaſed,oz 
may be offered to the vncircumciſed alſo, 
ſeingyou hane auouched that Abzahams 
faith was accepted foz righteonuſnes? Tel 

alſo plainly whether the ſaid imputation 

and tuſtification were done in vnarcums 
ciſion, oz in circumciſion. 

P, Surely he receiyed not that bene- 109 

te in circacifion, buc when he was yet 
vncirciiciſed, then djd the moſte deere 
father vtter his good will,mercy, & fa- 

vor towards him,& beſtowed rightcouſl 

nes vpo him, For ſo doo the holy ſcrip- Ger, 17. 
tures moſt plainly ſhewe, which tell vs 11. 
that circiiciſi was appointed to Abra- 
bam in ſtede of a cognifance or badge, 17 
&asa pledge of the righteouſneſle of 
faith, wherewith he was induedeuen at 
ſuch time as he was yet vncircumciſcd : 
that he might be counted the father of 
all belceuers,and eucry vncircumciſcd 


perſon might by his example hope _ 
; is 
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his owne faith ſhall be reckenedtohin 
for rightcouſneſſe, .:. - ,.,' | 
' KR, Fotaſmuche then as Abzaham wa 
inftified fow2tecne-peeres befozehe was 
circumciſed, it appereth that circamciſin 
was not the cauſe oſhis inſtifying (ftzi 
followed his tuſtifptng) but rather th 
ſeale of if, ſo that the Jſraclites may 
ſely cſpic their owne erronr, im. attriby 
ting ſo muche to the cutting off of alitti 
peecc of ficſhe, as who ſhould ſay, thi 
{Bod did ſet ſs muche ſtoze by the Lett 
monies (though he him ſelfe- o2deytitd 
them) when they be! vopde of true and 
linely fapth. And yet notwithſtanding 
me thinks that ſome Chziſtians do fond: 
ly follow the ſameerrour, who hanend 
Chaiſtianitic in them, ſauing that the) 
were dipped tn the clenzing watcr inthe 
name of Chit, Furthermore, if Abs 


' ham, when he was pet vncircumciled 


 wasſo dearely beloned and accepted of 
Bod fox his only faich : howe cheerefull 
windes; and how aſſured hoye ought all 
the vncircumcifcd Sentifes' to hane, if 
almightic God vourchſafe of his infinite 
Mexcic tobeſtowe the molt excellent gn 
5 0 


E 
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Sfrichfednuſneſſe vpon- them-2' Nay ra- 
[er,euen heereby it appeatech that the 
mide of the Jewes is in-nid wile blera- 
le, who ſtaniding'vpon' the Teputacion 
ftheir onelp circumciſton, diſdainethe 
poore Bentiles, and wolild keepe them 
off from entring into enerlaſting ſaluas 
tion, Fo? it is nowe moe cuident-than 
the daylighe;, thaf ſaluation belongeth 
no leſſe to the Bentiles than to the 
Jewes, inaſmuche as- Adzahain: was 
inſificd (that is td ſay, was taken into 
the number of Bods childzen) when he 
was yet a Sentile. 13 CO TE, 


P, But by the way you muſt remem- - 


ber, that Abraham is the father of all 
beletters. And fotaſmuch as he is ſo, he 
1s to be counted the father of the4ſrae- 
litesalo;yea of the circacifed,howbeit 
but of thoſe which not only are borne 
of him by fleſhly diſcent;but alſo do fol- 
lowe the footeſteps of his fayth which 
he had before he was circumeized.  *: 
R, Hereby doth gods woderfal goods 
nes #loyingkindnes towards all mar 
kinde ſhine fo2th noft of al;in that if inte 
dzaceth-both Jewes & Bentiles, _ 
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all,as a certen pattern foz eyther ofthe 
to faſhyon their mynds vnto, by follg 
wing both his beliefe giuen to gods py 
miſes,, and alſo his ſingular awfninc> 
and obedience, togither with his cov 
tempt of all wozldly things, and alle: 
therhis excellent vertues betokened by 
the ſignc of circumciſion, But yet me 
thinkes I] ſticke in the mire, fozaſmnche 
as Jam fully perſtaded that Sod gaut 
not his lawe to. the Jewes foz naught, 
but rather that it might be a certen ſur 
way to ſalnation, and a certaine gaine 
way vnto righteouſnefſe, 

P. As for Abraham himſelf thenots 
ble Patriark of the Tews what promiſe 
ſocuer heobtened of poſſeſzing the he- 
ritage of the world, nother he nor hi: 
offpring obteyned it for anie lawe, ot 
for anie works of thelawe, but for the 
ſame faith wherby he was juſtified, or 
forthe righteonſneſſe of fayth ; if you 
hadleuer fo ta termi it., For bee you 
furethat Abraham was taken into gods 
fauour, and adorned with the prayledf 
righteouſheſſe, not for that he hadde 
ſerucdit by his ſingular yertues, go 
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2uſe he had belecued Gods yvordes 
ſtedfaltly. | WI 
R, Jbclene it to beſo, Bnt by the way 
7 would fayne be tanght at your hande, 
whether you thinke it co be a dieſcommo# 
ditie 02 htuderaunce to vs to ſccke righs 
tconfneſſe,ſaluation,and fauonr at gods 
hande, by keping the commanndements 
of his Lawe, as the thing wherein his 
will is expzeſſed 3 - 

P, Vndoubredly very much.For.if the , 4 
right of inheritance ſhould belong to 
none but the folowers & keepers of the 
law,then there were no vſc nor profit of 
faith :and ſo might the promiſes iuſtly 
be counted yaine and of none effe&. 

R, Jt were rather to be wiſhed that 
delcefe ſhould be ginen ill tothe promi- 
ſes;and that we ſhould go right foozth to 
laltation by the guiding thereof. But 
what if we ſhould adde the law as acd- 
panion vnto faith, ſo as our rightconſs 


neſſe might conſiſt of both £ 
P, Nothing were more to be wiſhed tx 


on mans behalfe, if he eyther would or 
could fulfill Gods lawe. Howbeit foraſ-g . 


mache as mgns nature is of ſache a 
q . mould 


we a re _ 
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mould, that itis loth to-bee bowndts 
anic lawe, inſomuche that it ſtryuet 
ageinſt the.thing that is forbidden,and 
foloweth the worſer things: what othe 
thing canthe law worke in a man, by! 
the fin 2ingof Gods wrath vppon hin 
forhis Tefoiſing of god? Verely euenby 
certifying the that a ſure plague 1spres 
pated forthe that ſhal hauc broke god, 
comaundements,& not obeyed hiswil, 
_: © R. Thenlikeas gods fauour is ſeen 
by his pzomiles, ſo alſo his vengeanit 
vſeth thelaw as a weapd agaynd mes 
ſinnes, Foz eaen ſo doo J] my ſclfe feel 
in my conſcience when J| looke vpon it 
Law, roetch that Ji am, me thinks J 
am ſct at gods indgementſeate ; whet! 
my linnes are ſet afoze meas ina glall, 
whereatiF am wholly! both body an 
ſoule ftriken:in'feare; by reaſon of tit 
moſt greenoas and deadly whath of the 
Judge kindled agaynſt nic. Heerevp0d! 
there is kindled a wonderfull hatred 
| thelaw'in my hart,notwithſadingthi 
_ .enenfpite of my teeth 3j. acknowled9? 
o mylinnrs to be inſtly puniſhed, bicaui 
A hanenotobeyed god, 2244} | 
#9 $8 686 P Surely 
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p. Surely the lawe is ſo farreof from- 
ojuing any rightuouſneſſe , thatthere 
woulde ſcarſly be any feeling of ſtn,but 
for the law. For ſin 1s then commutted 
when the luſts or bownds of ryghtful- 
nes are paſſed:and thoſe bownds doth 
the law appoint. Therefore take a way 
thelaw,& the bounds ofthe law, and 
there ſhalbe nothing co tranſgreſſc,But 
contrartwiſe ſet me downe thelaw,and 
publiſhe it:and by and by theres tranſ- 
greſſiothrough thewilfutneſſe of men. 
. R. Durely this ſcemeth wozthic of 
carefall loking tos . Foz by this ſaping 
you ſhew the infirmitie of mans diſpo- 
ſition,oz rather the cozruptneſſe ( Jwyll 
not laye the vtter marrednefle) of the 
whole man , whiche is full contrarie to 
the mnocencie that Bod requireth , By 
meanes. whereofit comes to paſſe , thac 
whereas Bods law requpreth ſuch per- 
fection ad ſoundneſſe of vs, as no man 
eyther will oz can perfozme : wee being 
priny to ont! owneweakcneſſe and fro- 


putonetruft in the meeldnecſle and mer- 
cle of Bod , who: is the anthoz of the 
| H.). lawc 


wardneſle, can hardly by any meanes 
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lawe . Foz thelaw makethnone endeqf 
v2ging, compelling , thzeatening, ty 
menting, 
P, Therefore cucrlaſting thanksare 
to be giuen ynto God, that he woulde 
haueall ſuch as are nibred in the ſeede 
of Abraham, toattaine to theeternal 
inheritace, not by rhe law but by faith, 
that the ſame fayth reſting vpo thefoi 
dacion of Gods grace & free fayour, 
myght neuer be moued , but continey 
ſtedfaſt,ſubſtantiall,and everlaſting, 
R, what mean pdu by this wozd ſede! 
P. As many me of al natios & all pla 
ces as arc by true faith becomethechil- 
dreof Abraha the farher of al beleuers 
& not onely the that haue recciuedthe 
words of the law, andare called the dil 
ciples of Moyſes: For it isleft jn writing 


that God himſelf named the ſaid Abre 
|  hithefatherofmany natios& people. 


RK, Nowe J| perceine whereto thelt 


thinges tende, Foz that is the cauſewh? 
he was called Abzaham , whereas hy 
namt was Abzam befoze: to the inteit 
that he might from tyme to tyme bepit 
_.... nuyndofSods pzomiſe,as oft as by 


- 
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nane was reherſed. And that cuſtome 

wasconneſed oucr 70 his poſtericy from 

their fozefather, who were wont to gine 

their childzen their names at the clocſici- 
ſingof them, that thep might remember 
the conenaunt when they hearde their 

owne names that were ginen them. at 

thattyme. 2But tolecthis matter paſſe, 

methinkes you teache ſcarce agrecable 

things,in referring pzomiles which( as 
it houlde lceme );were but tranſitozie 6 
worldlp,yea and alredy perfozmed, vnto 
ſpiritnall mattcrs, as namely to the a- 
doptton that is made by faith, @ fo ſuche 
other thinges. Fox the lcripturces beare 
witnelle that Bod performed his ptomi- 
ſes abundantly vnto Abzaham , whom 
he ſo appoypnted to be the father ofmany 
nattons, firſt whenhe rayſed vp twelne 
noble and mightie tribes of his fonne 
Iſmael whom he begat of Agar:and ſe- 
c<dly whe he increſed otbcr twelue moſt 

flaiſying houſes ont of Jacob the ſon of 
Iſaac. Beſids theſc,what an infinite of- 
ſpzing was ther of þ &domits 7 & moze= 
ouer what a nfiber of ſucceſſ02s begat he 

of Cheture 3 Thus it ſcemeth not needs: 

| Div. a 
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full to extend the bownds of Bods p10- 
mile any wider 92 further out, vnleſle ye 
meane perchance to ad ſome lecreterand 
ſnutlefallegoties. 

P. Notto.But the eyes of mes minds 
mult be lifted vp to heauen, or rather 
vnto God himſelfe , and not be faſtned 

| only vppon thisearth . For whenl ſay 
that Abraham was appointed of God 
to be the father of many nations and 
people:Iloke not vpon the world, but 
vppon God, I ſay vppon the almightic 
God , whome Abraham beleeued inall 
things,and which is able to raiſe vp the 
dead from their graues,& which dooth 
as certeinly and by name ſer before him 
ſelfe the things that haue not yet bin, 
asthe things tharare already preſent, 
In ſo much that as there cannot be any 
thing which commeth not of him :ſois 
there not any thing which may not 
come ofhim. 
| KA, IfIJbe not deceaued , pou ſeeme 
to betoken two things vnto mee . The 
one1s, how great difference there is be- 
rwcene the childzen of Abzahi, of whom 
, the one ſoztebeing puffed vp with! the 
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bleneſſe of their birth, doboaſt them- 
elucs and will needes be cotinted Abta- 
hams ſcedc:and the other \o2t are adop= 
ted to be his childzen'by fapth. Foz as 
the foziner ſozte vauut themſelnucs to the 
wozldward:ſotheſe areknowen and ay- 
parant only to God. Thoſc arc begoteen 
ofthe flely ; & theſe are takeninby faith. 
Thoſe knowe Abzaham foz their father 
but as touching the fleſh 2 and theſe are 
counted his childzen in. ſpirit and fayth. 
Againe J marke how wonderfull Bods 
power ſhone fozth in that cace 2 where- 
.vpon Abzaham reſting, dpd by fayth vn- 
derſtand and compzehend in mynde and 
fapth, rhings wonderfull and abottena- 
fures reach , Foz what is it that Bods 
power is not able to doo 2 Therefoze if 
welettle our truſt vppon that,it can ne- 
uerſwaruc, it can neuer be remoued, if 
can nener quayle . But to the intent I 
way call to minde-the thinges that you 
baue ſapd hcere befoze:firſt you hauc lhe- 
wed that þ Jews as well as the Sreeks 
(inwhiche two names all mankinde is 
concepned)are ſo in thzaldome vnto ſin, 


that they can neuer returne into Bods 
H.iij. fanour 
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fattonr foz any deedes 0? deſerts of their 
owne: and therefe2r that there remayz 
nicth bur onely one wap ro ſaluation, 
namely cuen fapth , which ts inqreffed 
and jnipired tnto onr mynds by the ſpi- 
rit of Bod, by the hetp whercofhe pluc- 
keth vp the rogtes-ofnaturall ſin out of 
-Our inynds,and dzpueth diſtruſt 02 vn? 
beleefe a great way from our harts,and 
thzuſteth out of onr bzefts the doubting 
of Bods merecie and the feare of his 
w2ath, which Satan had chznft in by his 
falſe perſuaſtons.'Sccondſly it is ſhewed 
thattheftrength offapth is ſo great, that 
the man which ofhimſclfe is hedgedin 
with all kynd of wickedneſſe;is adozned 
with Bdds ryghtuouſnes and holines, 
whereby he may becomme acceptable # 
welcome vnto Bod . Neuerthelclle,in 
theſe days J lee very many onerſeenc in 
the cace of fayth. Of whom ſome ſurmile 
fayth co be but a wozldly opinion and 
pcrſwaſto gotten by reading of the ſerip! | 
tures. dz by hearing of mens ſerwons, 
Otherſome are poud of this connterfet 
and imaginatiue fayth,and do bzag sfit 
Weyondall meaſure: # bicauſe it is barren 
| and 
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and vtterly fruteleſſc,it is comonly dce- 
med fo be bur a certen denice and c$bcctt 
ofmen . wherefoze X| pzayyouhartely- 
eo pepnt it out to-me in lynelp colours, 
toſet as it were _ mage of it 
defoze mpne epes,thart may fink ſo deep= 
bo in mp mind, as Jmay not ſurmiſe a- 
nyfepncd and countecrfet, oz ante vaine 
thing fo mp ſelfe. And to the intent we 
map not departe from oure purpole , let 
foozth that image of a fapthfull man in 
the perſon of Abtaham , and ſhew what 
hedid 'when he was once inlyghtened. 

with that heanenly iyghc offapth. 18 

P. The ſtrength of that Godly mans 
fayth was ſo great and ſo throughly faſt Ge, 15.53 
ftled in his mynde, thathe truſted to ” * "I 
Gods ſayings and promiſes, withouta- 
hy doubtingatall.. And although all 
things ſeemed to be ioyned the reache 
| ofall hope, after the comon. courſe of 
mens affayres : yet notwitſtandin ,he 
through hope ouercameall hardneſſe 
of hoping, and belecued that he ſhould. 
be the father of very many nations, 

K. -Enen tn-this poynt me thinkes 
I beholde the ſtrength of fayth verte 

__ ÞÞ.ith, — 
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necrely as ina molt cleareloking glatt; 
Foz J percetue it to be , not a ceriehy 
hiſtoutcall knowlcdge, 02 a vain opinis 
O'and ſlight tn (lighte of the truthe, bu 
as it were a ccrteine hcancnly ſunbeam 
and thoſt cleare buraing fy2e, whereby 
both mans wildomets conſumed, #the 
fairhfall mind betaks it ſe!fe wholly vns 
to Bod, and adianceth it ſcife aboue all 
wozldip things cuen into heauen, Jnſo- 
muche-thatic intbzaceth with vnwane- 
ring, belcefe,not ancly things inniſible, 
bur alſo thingesto it 'owne tudgement 
reptgnane., But tf it picaſe-pon, ſhcw at 
what marke it bendeth hircyes. 

.,P. Atthe manifeſtation and heauen- 
ly oracles of the cuerlaſting God. And 
tpecially at that propheſie wherin God 
ſpaketo him in this wyſe: Thy ſeed ſhal 
deas the ſtarres of theſkye,and as the 
ſand of the ſea, that is to ſay vnucaſu- 
rable and almoſt without number. 
R.. Away. therefoze with mens imagis 
nacions and deuyces, # let fapth reſt on? 

1y vppon Gods p2omiſe . whercofwe 

- Frcomethenmoſifruce, when Gods ma- 
= plainecth the feeling and m_ of 
hy. =o. i. + - 1 
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his goodnelſe and mercy inour hartes, 
whence al other vertnues do eaſly ſpzing. 
= atap hong you to lay; moze of 4- 
bzahams fayth 2 | 
P. Verely this is to bee conſidered 
aduiſedly , that he gaue ſo greate and 
ſo ſtedfaſte credite vato God , that he 
doubted not at all of his promiſes, al- 
beit that bothe the vveakneſic of hys 
ovvne body forworne and foreſpent 
vithage, (for he vvas a hundred yecre 
olde) and alſo the barrein and 'vrithe- 
red vvombe of Sara, ſeemed (as yee 
rvoulde ſaye) to bee. as an inuincible 
battelram too vyeaken any fayth, ſpe- 
cially conſidering the nature of mans 
infirmitte. For vvhat hope coulde 
there be of begetting children in thoſe 
yeeres ? 
R, Snrely pou tell a wonderfill,and 
welneare a monſtruous thing . The 
thing that pou deſire to conclude ( as J 
take it) is this : that we muſk lift vp onr 
| byes from the bcholding of wozldiye 
things into heanen, and that fayth muſt 
conſider not ſa muche the wiſdome of 


ucnas the mightie power of god. a 


(VF 
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in thinges that are abone nature, they 
ts no roome foz mans wiſdome, whie 
if Abzaham had followed fox his guide; 
peraducnture he might haue dottbtedsf 
Bods pzomiſes , whereas by ſetting 
light by it, and by paſſing it oucr, he & 
bode alwapes likc him ſelf, conſtantan) 
vnonercome. 

P. Adde further,that this moſt ex-' 
cellent Patriarke bowed neither to 
doubting,nor to curions debating and 
ſearching, ne opened the gappeto at) 
diſtruſtatall, _ - TEES 

R. Youtelhne of-a ſtout and inuint- 
ble minde. Foz how great- troubles and 
turmoyles doth diſtruſt ir vp in men! 
minds 2 Foz whan men begin once i 
diſtruſt, oz to be thonghtfull, ſpecially 
matters pertcining to (Bod ; they mat 
none ende of their debating, queſtions 
and ſcarching, in fo mnche that we call 
ſcarfly perſuade our ſclucs that God is 
ablerobzing any great thing to paſt 
except we perceiue the reaſon howe hf 
(ould do rr, . 

|; P. Yea:but henot only neither ſtum- 
Bed nor tripped anywhit at althrong! 
IO | yNUL® 
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belcefe, but alſo confirmed and in- 
aſed the power of his faith,or rather 
came the cheerefuller, luſtier, and 
onger through the heauenly power 
fayth. 

?, Doubtlefſe J am fully perſtaded, 

at it is ſcarſe poſſible that a ma ſhould 

ne any creditcat all to Bods pzomilſes 
ithout Come battell firſt fought againſF 
amaine doubting @ vnbelefe,& that all 
enought co infozce the ſelues with all 
ligence,to beat back al the weapons of 
vozidly wit,+ to rid thE quite away: bt- 
auſe that if a man once ſuffer him ſelfe 
0 beaſſaulted, @ his mind fo be woſided _ 
by th&, he is in peril tobe throwEdowne 
rd the higheſt ep of his faith. Fot after 
jat mancr did Abzaha erinmph glozions 
ly oner his owne fleſh,by ſubduing and 
diucrthzowing the wiſdome thereof, that 
durſt not attept any thing at al againſt 
Sods pzomiſes, But J pay you, aſcri- 
bed he the glozp of this his victozie co 
him ſelfc,02 co God 2 

”. Heyeclded all the whole glory vn- 
to God. For he that abateth any whit 


dt Gods power, abateth a}ſo- hus glory. 
Ther- 
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Therefore he gaue the glory to Cy 
both bicauſe he acknowledged they 
torie tocome from God, & alſo bicat 
he belecued that God bothe can » 
colde doo all things. | 
R. Jtis a moſt cuident token andy 
£02d of a very true faith. when we aſc 


wile the faith ( if it beto be called fai 

which chalengeth ought to a mans ow 
power, & gloieth in his owne ſtrengh 
ts [carſely przce and voide of ſuſpition 


light delicfe and vnconſtancie. | 

P, But wey you throughly how light 
ly it wasto be eſtemed, that he throng 
vnwaucring fayth, beleeued that Gol 
was viterly able to performe whatlo: 
ner he had promi id, 

K. Two things arc chiefly to be conls 
dcred fin Bod his good will , whiche 1s 
fceneinhis pzomilſes : and his power 
pcrfozming &.bzinging things to pall! 
Upon which two J (ce that Abzahams 
fapth was grounded and (cried. But] 
long to heare what hc obtepued by thi 
fo great fayth, 
| P, That 


| Thatfayt 


tedto him 
g will hau 
inted righ 
that from 
ſelfe thre 
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tedtohim for righteouſheſle : or if 
2 will haue it more playne , he was 
nted righteous for his faithes ſake : 
that from thencefoorth he atlured 
ſelfe throughly that God was mer- 
ll, louing, & friendly towards him, 
Jall humaine doubting and diſtruſt 
itwas diſpatched away. 

, Jt 15 a wonderfull force of faythe 
hich you ſhew me, wherwith if a man 
fenced and furniſhed, he may certcu- 
warrant him ſclfe that Bod is louing 


d merciful to him,and be bolde co ap- 


are befoze his indgement ſeate, But 
nke you that Bod will vourſafe the 
te denefite vpon all other men, which 
beſtowed vpon Abzaham 2 
, Yea verily. For it is not for his ſake 
lythat the holy Scripture ſayth that 
faith was reckened to him tor righ- 
ulneſſe, but iris for our ſakes alſo, 
tby his example wee alſo may be- 
ve that the like ſhall bee reckened 
ovs,if we belceue in him that raiſed 
2urLorde Ieſus from the dead, who 
both dceliuered for the clffing —_—_ 
O 
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of our ſinnes, and rayſed agein fort 
zuſtifying of vs,that the ſinneofdily 
might be diſpatched out of ourha 
by the minding of hisdeath,and they 
deuer of nghteoſnes and newneſk 
life be ſtabhſhed and increacediny 
the mynding of hisreſurreQion, - 
KR, © treble and cenciunes happy! 
kind, if at leaſtwiſe he happen tohy 
ſomt deſire to inioy ſo great a beniſhk 
Foz to what purpoſe were this exanyl 
vnleflc we might fare ſomewhat the 
ter by it 2 that 1s to ſap, vnleſſe Abuli 
- example incouraged vs to ſettle alli 
truſt in Bods goodneſſe 2 Secing if 
that that is the amingpoynt of tholt| 
notable pzomiles, and that they bt 
to all men: who can now diſpaire!5! 
cially ſeeing that our fayth hath Lit 
ſet afoze it as a viſible marke toame! 
who by his death hath reconciled 16} ofſo nob 
Bod,and tak&away ſin, the wellpughh ſinne,an 
of ſin, that is to ſay, the naturall lay diſtruſt, 
boznclle and wickedneſſe of our hai is a deat 
matched with diſtruſt, and by his rang opinion 
rection hath called vs agapne to il nethno! 
that vppon aſſurance of Sods fam god vs 


| tothe Rewene. CAP.4, 
mongh fairh, we might become righte- 
j 5and acceptable in Bods ſight, and 

cineour ſelaes tonewnes of life, But to 
arſe in few wozds, what hath bene 
de afoze,you hane ſufficiently ſhewed 
and declared what rightconſnes god re- 
quireth at mens hands, and alſo whiche 
is [ihe right way therunto, and finaily 
what is the power of faith which caketh 
holde of that righteouſnes, And I can 
not marnell fnongh how thoſe ſo great 


! 


things ſhould be ſo lightly cſteemed as 


mong men. Therfoze J demayndenowe 
what p2ofite and fruit he that 1s indued 
with faith reapcth of al þ fozeſaid chings 
t the time that he becometh righteous? 


P. Firſt ofall,as foone as we be 1uſti- - (hap, 5.1 


ied by faith, by and by we be at peace 
ith god through wax $7 leſus Chriſt, 

R. D moſt pleaſant and pzecious fruit 
fſonoble a ftrec. Foz once take away 
inne,and the welſpzing of ſinne , and 
iſtruſt, which ſtinketh befoze Bod, and 
$a deadly enimie to him,s bath an euill 
pinion of his goodnes, & there remat- 
eth no moze grudge noz enmity betwen 


od # vs mozeall wzetches, but rather « 
certen 


" - 
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certein incredible aſurednefſe of gag 
will, tnfomuch that mans mindeberin 
indewed with faith, may bee frre from 
all vnquietneſle, and intoy ſafely conti 

» nuallpeace. Foz (as you ſayde) of ſins 
ncrs wee be madc righteous thzoughe 
fayth, andby that righteouſnes wee be 
accepted into Sods fanour, and conle- 
quently reſt in his frendſhip, Otherwilt 
if we be bereft of this fayth, and of the 
eruſt of Bods good will, we be Iitefull 
co-{Zod,and ſubiect to damnation, and 
our mindes are alwayes troubled and 
vnquiek, 

P, The ſeconde fruite of faith beeing 
linked with a very ſtraite bande ynto 
the former, is, that by the ſame Jelw 

Epb,2.23 Chriſt,and by.faithin him, we haue an 
entrance ſet open for v5, into the grace 
wherein wee ſtande without quayling 
In our hartes. bk] 

K. who wonulde not bee ainaſedand 
wonder at gods ſo great mercifulnelſ 
towards men, that he can not finde 
His harte to fozbid chem his p2eſcnce#s 
\vnholy, but rather of his owne accott 

them tohim, that they hue 


(| 


” + 
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ee freely and boldly vnto bim. Foz = 
wehane free paſſage vnto Bod, and it 
islawfnll foz all beleeuers fo g00.vnto 
Bod,that is to ſap, toſerue him ,to woz» 
ſhiphim.and co call vpon him inthe bots 
tome oftheir harfs without ccaſing. 

P. Lo heere one other frure of faith: 
 thatweal(o being ſo juſtified, notwith- 
ſanding that we be but ſillic wretched 
ſoules doo glory in the hope and lon- 
ging for Gods glorie, 

#. what a wozd is that? Thinke you 
ittobethc point of a chziſtis ro glozp ſo? 
Unleſſe you meane perchance that by 
canſe this Iyfeis accloped with ſo many 
milteries,trubles, and adqerſiries,ther- 
foe mens mindes arc tobe cheered vp 
with amoſt ſarc hope of the quietnes & 
kelicitic to come, which who ſo hopeth to 
obtaine,may iuſtly glozy in that behalfe, 
Butts there any maze 2 -  , 

- P, Yea, For. we nor only receiverhe 
foremencioned commodities : but atfo 
( which you may wonder morcat)we 
bers & rejoyce euen inthe very trou- fam, 1,3, 

s & aduerſities themſelues,&thets- | 
tore: taych rather do bearc them oufe 
; ].1 So with 
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with a cheerefull and glad hart. 


R. what can be ſaid mote wonderfull, 
ſith chat eyther the infirmitie oz clſetht 
frowardnefſc of men 1s ſo areate ,that 
thep hate nothing worſe than the miſe: 
ris and aduerſities of this wotld,s the 
crolſe which Lhift hath lapd vpponhis 
ſeruantes fobeare daply 2 And petnot- 
withſtanding it cometh to paſſe though 
Bods ſingular goodnes towardes hys 
rightuons ones, and though his power 
headed into their mindes from hea- 
net, that thep be no whit at all diſcos 
ged with aduerſitie, but doo conceanees 
uen a ſpeciall pleaſurc and cheetefulnes 

 a*1itinrheirhares. Nother is the buts 
the ofthecroſſe not grenons to our ſer? 
ſcs . But pet is it eaſed by the ſofenes0! 
bis fatherlp lone and tender hartednes, 


E c6kortcth our minds with his power. 
-P; Butthere is yet one thing moreto 


fully, bycauſewe are ſure , that of tri 


Ws Cnccexpericnce or triall,vf experienct 


which layd Bcroſſe vpsn onr ſhoulders 


quicken you vp withall. For we ſuſtain 
and ſwallowe vp all troubbles cheere- 


bulatis isengendred patience , of pat 


hope | 


fo 
hope ,and 
ſelf & glue 
neuer dect 
him ofthe 
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hopt ,and hope hath ſuche power of it 
ſelf & giueth ſuch power toa man, that 
never deceaueth him ne diſapoynteth 
him of the things that he looketh for. 
R, Jlike very wel ofthis witty moſi- 
ting bydegrees, ſpecially foz aſmuch as 


xconcluderh & confirmeth oure preſent. 


matter:namely p afflictions are not only 
not bitter o2 flaſidzonſe to þ faithfull;but 
alſo are matched with great pzaiſe & glo- 
ry.Bnt by pour ſaping, no mii ts vtterly 
g102ant of afflictions . As fox trpall oz 
trpericnce, J referre it epthcr to our (els 
uc302to Bod. Fox there our conſtancie, 
Nage;s.ftrength arc tryed, & good men 
hew a warrit ofa noble mind. Deere Þ 
offnes,y louing kyndns; «(moſt of all) 
hefaithfulnes ofour moſt mercifull fa- 
her are felt,in Þ he ncuer faileth his chil 
tem their adnerſities. Therout iſſueth 
{pt ingeth hope which reſteth vps the 
dodnes of our moſt gracious & almigh- 
God, But by what reaſon proue you 
at þ ende of hope is alwaics happie. 

I auovve. that hope can neuer 
rope nor be ouerthrqwe, cucnin this 


ſpeae, for that Gods loucis ſheade 
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into our harts from heaven by the hy- 


ly Ghoſt , whome he hathe gyuenynts 
VS. 


R. Tomy ſceming ,you place hopein 
the ftrongeſt hold that can be , namelyin 
theſpiritof Boh. Foz inaſmuchas heis 
the ſtrength , power, and myghte, ofth 
moſt high Sod, and communicateth his 
hclthfull fozce to the man that is indut 
with rightuouſneſſe , « finally bzeatheth 
and ſheadeth Bods fanour,lone, # good 
lpking into his hart, ſo as hecannotly 
any meanes donbe of Gods good wyll: 
tt is impoſſible that hope being wall 
in with ſo greaf ſtrength ſhouldbe be 
ten out, ſhaken downe, thruſt ont,o1df 
apoyntfed of his expectation. But ſeeing 
thatman tis ſuch a loner of him ſelfe,and 
that he eſteeeth and. meaſureth G0 
by his ownenatnre ; howe can hept- 
ſwade himCelfe that he is deere and wi 
beloted of Bod , and that freely andik 
*Nno deſerts of his owne? - KW 

P. You ſhall eaſcly ynderſtandetit 

meane and reaſon thereof, if you oftth 
andthroughly conſider inyour 

—— thetyme when Chriſt vridertoketo® 
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- WY for vs mooſt forlorne ſinners, yea euen ,,,, | 
to then cheefly when wee were moot vn- | ,. = + | 
worthie of ſo greatea benefite . Forin *' 5" 0 

very deede , [thinke there1s ſcarcely a- 

ny that wil die for an honeſt m4,{carce- 

ly Iſay,tor I deny not vtterly but it may 

be ſo. For heere may be ſome one per- 

chance that will finde in his hart todie 

fora good mans ſake . But to dicfor a 

lewd man,for an vnthankfull man , for 

an vniuſt man : vndoubtedly no man 

willdo that. And yet Chriſt didit , who 

ſuſtayned the whipping of his bodie, 

the terrour of his mynde, and the ſhea- 

ding of his bloud , for vs vnrightuous 

and vnkynde perſones, yea and.cuen 

his enemies. | SE 
' R, Heercby it appeareth ſufficicntly 

howe muche Gods lone 1s excellenter = 

than mans lone . Foz men loue their l0- 

uers and pzapſers. But Bod(a wonders 

full thing ro be ſpoken , and right harde 

to be belecued) did caſt ſo great a fauour 

fo his enemies defyled with all-ſinful- 

neſſe,that he gait his molt dearely belo- 

ued ſonne to death foz them . Thanthe 

which J\ lee not thar there can be deſired 


de... . - I 


,” . 


T he Epiitle of $, Pauls 


any areater 02\urer warrant ofloye, 
'  Þ, Now then if God ſhewed hislow 
in ſuch wiſe towardes vs vvhen wewer 
yet at deadly food with him, how mug 
more boldly becommeth itvsto hope, 
that we ſhalbe ſaued fr5 his wrath, noy 
that wee be reconcyled too him dy the 
bloude of Chriſt , and iuftifyed by hy 
goodneſſe? For ſceing that when ve 
were enemies vnto God, wee were 
brought into his fauour againeby the 
death of his ſon therefore muche more 
ſhall we be port by his lyfe , nome 
that we be beloued andſauecd of God, 
XK,” Surely my hart toppeth for ioyat 
the checrefull repozte of ſo many and ſo 
great benefits. 
P. And now being ſo broughte into 
Gods fauour ( as I faide ) and intiched 
vvith ſo greatriches, vve haue moreo- 
ner certen boldneſſe to glory , howbett 
__ onelyin God , andthat by our Lordle- 
{ps Chriſt, by vyhome thar attonement 
of ours is made molt ftedfaſt & certen. 
-R; 'ASthongh it were a ſmall thing 
#od rrioyce in'oure hartes fox the hope 
of Sodsglotig conceaired in our rings: 
| DE % you 


ne aa 4 RO a 71, 2  Y © © ac, ,= wee 
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you add alſo that it is lawfull foz vs too 
do it with boldnes , and with any dow2- 
ting:by the lozd(fay pou) whots the on- 


henceforth J will comfozt mp mind with 
theſe muſings & tudyings , as oft as 1t 
ſhalbe put eo tnconnter with aduerſitic, 
as one that knoweth certenly by p great 
nomber ofexamplcs of his vnineaſura- 
blegoodnes ſhewed vppon me, that my 
moſt mercifull Lozd is on mp ſpde and 
fanourethme.And toknit vp the things 
in ſhozt roome which pou haue Hitherts 
| ſapde, Jdonowe vndecſtande by what 
af W meanes mens ſins arefozginenths© al- 
f ſohow they conceine hope of cternal life, 
But yet fo2 all Þ, J am vtterly ignozant 
why it commeth to paſſe that men are 
clothed with Chziſts rightuouſnes, and 
how it is communicated to them. 


made very playn. For like as by one m2 
thatis to wit by our firſt forefather A- 
dam, finentred into the woorld, and 
death by the ſame ſin, ſoasit reigned 
Ouer all mankind, in aſmuch as almen 
haue ſinned ; ſo alſo the manne Chvilt 
| I,i1ij, or 


Iye fondacion offruehope, Therefoze 


P. By acqpariſon the matter will be 
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or the ſecond Adam,doth by heading 
favth into vs,make vs fureand certen of 
the forgiveneſſe of oure (innes, power 
* ryghtuouſneſle into vs,and gyue vsthe 


ſpirituall and enerlaſting lyte the ad- | 


uerſarie and vanquiſher of death, 
; R. Dow pxone pou that ſinne entred 


into the wozlde, ſith it ſcemeth to be a- 


gainſt reaſon, that there could be any ſin 
without a law,as is ſaide afoze? 

P. But you muſt vnderitand thatſn 
was longe ago , and that it vttered hy 


force among men,cuen before thelave 


wasſetfoorth and publiſhed, 
RK. Iſcarcelp belecue that. Fo21fſinne 
be the bzcaking of the law, then without 


the law there is no ſinne, | | 
'P.. No: butdeath is the hyre or wa- 


ges of ſinne : and dearhe executed hys 


.pÞower aforetymes from Adam vnto 
Moyſes the miniſter of the lawe, cuen 
Vppon thoſe that had not yet ſinned 
after the maner of Adam : which mil- 
Cheefe God remedied by ſending the 
heauenly Adam , of whome the former 
earthly Adam wasatj pe and figure,that 
| ag Sc _ the firſt Ada had brought infin 
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and death,ſo this latter Adi ſhuld bring 
in forgiuenes of ſinnes & rightuouſnes, 
andconſcquently alſo euerlaſting lyfe, 
R, Jt may ſeeme ſcarſc coucnient that 
the olde Adam ſhould be a figure of the 
new, Foz he did hurt both him ſelfe by 
his ſinne, and his poſtcritie by his ex 
ample, and by the ſpzcading fozth of his 
linne by diſcent of birth,and all men doo 
enen yet ſtill to this day feele the markes 
of that old offence,that is to wit, natural 
leawdneſſe, diſtruſt, feare, hatred of god, 
and other ſuchethinges.:1But Lhzilte is 
the fountaine and welſpzing of all good 
thinges, and chaſeth al cerrour,douting, 
and naughtincſſc ont of our mindes,and 
p2ocureth vs Gods good fanonur an 
wellpzing. Furthermoze what iuſt com= 
pariſon can there be betwcene the ſin of 
| Adam,and the fauour of Sod recouered 
foz vs againe by our Lozd Jeſus Lhuſt? 
' P. Truly you haue hit the matter as 
Itisin deede. Howbeit, although the 


limilitude ſemeto diſagree in theother - 


parts, and to, match things repugnant 
togtther: yet is it not only like, but alſo 


ar greater in this point, that as by that 
BE. « Þ I.Y. one 


{ 


;: 
Was 


y' 


15 


T be Epiitle of $, Paule 


one mans fall very manyefell intothe 
tyranny of death : ſo thegyftanderae 
of God did ouerflovy & theade forth: 
ſclife more abundantly vppon many 
through ſeſus Chriſt, 

#, Now I perceinc the matter mo! 
plainly & lyghrſumilp . For eythcr ofthi 
(as I \ce) did conneyp oucr a certen heri- 
cable right ofhis into mankmd. The oh 
Adam conueyed oucr ſin and dcath:#the 
ſccond Adam Lhziſt conneyed oucrrigh 
tnonlncs, lyfe,arace,+ attonement.N1if 
if belawful to match the greateſt things 
with the ſmalleſt , Bod ſeemeth to hane 
incoſitered as it were hand to hand with 
Satan, and to hane vtterly cut vpand 
onerthzowen his kingdome, that is too 
wit ſinne and death , and mozeoncr t0 


moſt dearebcloued ſon. 


noted vyhat is peculiar roo be eythet 
of the Adams, & vvhat is common to 
them both , novy itſemerth mectet0 


be 


hane delinered Adi fro his tiranny, #t0 
hane tryumphed and ſet vp a moni 
ment of victozie, in grace , ryghtuou? 
neſie, and cuerlaſting fyfe, by his owne 


P. After that you have mooſtfitl 


be con 
betwe 
Adam 
fault, 
zs bro 


Chrift 
Adam 
tion. 
is bek; 
Chrifl 
of the 
ſpirit: 


KR. * 
of the 
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be conſidered, thatthere is great oddes 

betweene the afterdcele which the firſt 

Adam brought mankinde vnto by his 
fault,and the vameaſurable grace thar 
is broughte vs by the heauenly Adam 
Chrift. For by the one ſinne of the firſt 
Adam al men fell in danger of damna- 
tion. But nowthe releaſe of many ſinnes 
is befalne vnto men by the benifyrte of 
Chriſt, who pardoneth the miſdooings 
of the that beleue,and giueth them the 
ſpirite of true ryghtuouſneſle, 

R, Truly Jam throughly perſwaded 
of theſe things. Foz albcit that all the 
vyces that euer were, arc,o2 ſhall be,doo 
(ping out of that one offence as out of 
the verie well head: yer notwithftan- 
ding there is offered vs ſo grcat and ſo 
vnconſumable a treaſure of all good- 
nclle and vertne in Lhziſte, that wee be 
no mote in any perill, epther of that o21- 
ginali ſinne, o2 of any of all the fruitcs 
thereof, Foz all that fountayne of ſin- 
fulneſſc ſhalbe dzawen dzy by the diuine 
powerof Chziſt, and by the preſence of 
dis ſpirice . But what remedie ſhewe 


- 206i ? Verely 


73 
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to his tyrannie, by one mans molt hei. 
nous offence. But they thatreceivethe 
full meaſure of Gods grace,and thegft 
of righteouſnes, ſhall much more reigne 
in it.thrugh one,namely Icſus Chil, 

R. © noble victozie whereby Satang 
his kingdome,and death it ſelfe, andall 
the reſt of our enemies are onercomely 
theheanenly Adam our Laptayne aud 
Emperour. 


P. But to the intent we may atlength 


make an ende of the comparing of the 
two Adamstogither : thus ſtandeth ix 
caſe, Like as by one mans faulrandot 
tence, condemnation was ſpred oue: 
all men : ſoalſo by one mans righte- 
ouſnes,wherthrough we be maderigh- 
tuous,the benefite and gift allo was be 
ſtowed vpon all men, to iuſtifie them, 
and to reſtore them to the ſpirituallite 
For like as by one mans diſobedience 
many became pyltie of diſobedience: 
ſo alſo by one mans obedience mal 
ſhall be made rightuous, 


{Ms Surely Þaule JF am marnelouſ? 
= delighe 


rel goed ouer all men, & ſubduedthen 


butto aci 
and to P! 

P Of 
will ſpea 
For this 
that the 
finne m 
diſcern 
that th 
ſhamefl 
notwit] 
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delighted with theſe pour trim compa>- 
riſons, wherin (to my ſeming) you hane 
| nded the whole ſtate of chziſtia 
religion. rohich o2der of dealing, would 
God that all ſuch as will inſtly be coun- 
tedLhiiſtes diſciples would follow,and 
eanc all curious diſputations, To þee 
ſhozt, Jbeare this in-minde & euer ſhall, 
that all euils are to be fathered vpon the 
firſt Adam, and all good things vppon 
the laſt. But J cannot tell what a bone 


you leane me. to gnawe vpon., Foz ſee- . 


mgyou attribute all thinges t9 Gods 


J4 


grace and mercy ſer foo2th to. vs in his | 


Lhiiſte: J ſce not to what purpoſe oz 
vſe the Lawe ſhoulde any moze ſeruc, 
butto accuſe vs , and to bewzay our ſin, 
and to pzouoke vs to lin moze & more. 

P Ofthe lawe and of his offices wee 
will peake more at length heereafter, 
For this preſent thinke you it inough, 
that the law ſtepped in,tothintent that 
inne might abound & be more plainly 


diſcerned of men, who were ſo blinde, 


that they coulde ſcarſe. perceiue the 
hamefulnes of their ſinnes.-: And yet 


notwithſtiding it came ro paſſethrvgh 
gene FEE 
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Gods grace,that the more that ſine. Wi = | 
bounded and grew ſtrog, the moreal{y God fi 
did Gods goodnes and mercy. ouer- of Gn thi 
bound : that like asſin had reigned to "ſnes: ho\ 
the death & deſtruQion of mankind:( ns —_ 
alſo grace miglit reigne through righ. ——eioftif 
reouſnes vnto eternal life,& that bythe R. I ſcar 
meanes of our Lorde Ieſus Chriſtethe Dp” What 
purchaſer of mans ſaluation. vs agar, 
">. Sic you haue hitherto diſcourld WW 7 <1 -/ 
many thinges notably well; conicermug hisdeth,& 

- thefree tightcouſnes wherwith god W, - © c 
diied the beleuers.Howbcit fozaſmuche W...1 - - | 

as many men (as I ſaid at þ beginning) Yo -c ./ 

do fake libertic & occaſion of ſinningl FI 1 |, £1 

cauſe the Lozddoth lay forth the treaſure YE 

of his grace to all men by his Bolpell,s © 1 

not only xot tmputeth not their ſins WF. 

the beleeuers,bnt alſo pourcth the ſpirit Woe. 

of vighteouſnes into them,as choughthe . R, Jan 

praiſe of gods mercy grew out of y mul tomebot' 
titreoe of Cinnes : therfoze (if J maybe W111 

ſo bold as to take their perſon vponm) 

Chap, 6.1 J demannvof yon whether it bc lawfal 
for y inſtificd ſozt to continue licecioull 

in ſinning, either bicauſc men arc frayl 

and lubiect to cozruption, oz to the 
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ent that Sods grace may appearc moze 
nd mo2e. . 


P, God forbid. For ſeeing we be dead 
nto ſin through the ſpirite of righte- 
uſnes: how is it poſsible that we ſhuld 
ontinue and liue in ſinne, after wee be 
ace juſtified ? WP oy” 

R. I ſcarſe vnderſfand this geere, 

P, What, know ye not that as many 
fvs asare baptiſed & madecleancin 
eſus Chriſt, are baptiſed & waſhed into 


isdeth,& that by the ſame baptim we 


eafter ſuch a ſort as it wer dead & bu- 
ed with him,that contrarjwiſelyke as 
briſt was raiſed from the dead for the 
lory of his father,ſo we alſo muſt walk 
1newneſle of life, to the glory of him, 
ho hath ſhevved the ſpirite of righte- 
uſveſſe into vs, to worke . righteoul- 
eſle therewith, > 

8. Jam glad that pou haue vttred vn- 
dme both the true ſignification of bap- 
me,and alſo the bond of rightconulncs. 
'02 by this mcane the manifoldeerronr 
[many mapbe lpicd ouc.Firlt there are 


T5 


* BB 


ddich fail lewdly doo make.mo2e ace -- 


unt of the ſigne,than of che thing oat 


"IS 
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ts ſignified by it:and chere are veryfe; 

whiche thinke that baptim betokenry 

the moztifptng and waſſhing of the olte 

Adam , and ofall vnrightuouſneſſe an 

and vnhoneſftic,and conſequently there 

newing & reſtozing againe of our ſotles 

and of oure whole lyfe to their firſt ate, 

Againe , there are otherſome, which be 

- tng vtrerly ignozit ofppower of Lhiiſs 

ſpirie,and of the-wozkfulnes ofhis righe 

teouſnes, do ſtiilleaue opf y gate toſin, 

pretending J| wote not what excuſesdf 

*.4 meta- mis fraylty , as who ſhould ſay Þ Lhil 

phor 15 an were not ſtroger than p diuel, noz Gods 

«pt coney- grace able to confound the power offi, 

wgef a P. Truely you haue hit the pricke, 

Worae or But you ſhall vnderſtande the contray 

ſpech from doGrine if you aduiſedly wey the (- 

his owne militude of greffing,which I vic heere? 

proper ſig- For if we be planted and greffed into 

mif:cation , the lykeneſſe; of Chriſtes death : the 

ro the be- muſt we needs alſo be made partake 
rokrning or of us reſurreRion. ; 

ſerrmg  R, Bythistrym@ moſt proper*i 

on ---:2of tapho; yon meane that we muſt belle 

W_ {7-557 drannches Pare greffed into other tree: 

| | 5 omg, thatbeing greffed info £hpilt, 64a 


chift gr 


fozth new 
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P.'Ver' 
our ſelue 
tothe cre 


muſtificat! 


Jatent th 
verthrov 
no more 
For he t 
Chriſt, at 
his ſpirit 
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with hir 
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fath new fruits of lyfe, namcly ryghtu- 
puſnes, innocencie and holineſle. 
P.:'Verely euen ſo mult we perſwade 
our ſelues that our olde man is nayled 
 tothecroſſe with Chriſt as in reſpeRof 
uſtification and regeneration, to the 
Intent that the bodie of ſin may be 0- 


verthrowen'& deſtroyed,ſo as we may. 


nomore follow after ſinne and ſerueit, 
For he that is deade by the deathe of 
Chriſt,and obteyneth ryghtuouſnes by 
his ſpirit, is thereby freefromcthe bon- 
dage of finne . Andif we belecue that 
ve haue obteyned forgyueneſle of fins 
and are deade with Chriſt, we muſtalſo 
moſt afſuredly beleue, that we ſhall liue 
with him in ſuche newneſle of lyfe, as 
maye beare recorde that wee be ryſcn 
wth him. bh 

R. © the miſerable frowardneſſe of 
men , who at the report of Bods fauour 
purchaſed to vs by the benefit of Lhzills 
eath , do wondzonſly leape and ſkip fox 
op,verely bycauſc they be certefied ther- 
ofthe remiſſion of their ſinnes pal; 
dit when mencion is made of bis re- 


chriſt qreffed into vs, wee may bzing. 
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ſurrection, to the intent that afterhis q 
ainple, we ſhoulde begin a new lyfe, fas 
ſhyoned and framed accozding tohisin- 
nocenc,yrightuouſnes,e-other vertues, 

and by that meanes labour and craydl 
with carneſt deſireto heauenward, dels 
piſing all wo2lvlp pleaſures: there,thers 

onr harts faynt, & wc be encn at p poynt 

to quayle. So greatly are we delighted x 
foaded wb the inticemEts of our ſins pal:. 

' 9 P. Yet notvvithitanding , they that IU your boc 
are 1uſtified of god, muſt nedes renoice Il death,nc 

& giuc ouer ther ſins, vvicked deedes, IM nor yeel: 
plcaſures,and to be short, all vahonelt IM of all nat 
things, after the exaples of Chriſt,vvho IE Butrathi 
being once ryſen from death dyeth not I ſelues to 

any more, nother hath death any more Il the dead 

10 Ppovverouerhim , Therfore like as by: © ynto hin 
once dying,vvasto die vnto fin, ſothat © :R, Th 

13 25novy heliueth vnto god: ſoyonall I pughtbo 
for aſmuche as you haue obteined the ſl (alſoto 
ſpirit of righteouſnes, think your ſclvs Ih yeſire #1 
to be dead vnto ſin as true members Foz whe: 
Chriſt, participating of his death,relut- I flanes 6 
rection &lyfe, & to bealyue vntoGod I nize ho 
through ourLord Teſs Chriſt. - 3: I righteon 
&. Dexcellenterhoztation , But as Cheref 
*:.owow,s © miſerable nature of IN i 


by reaſor 
alſo bp tr 
FP" Euc 
fine th: 
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yrecparok from ic,'as wherin ſin hath: 
maken/ſo deepe rooce”, thar tc can ſcarſe 
dethiat our. we hanereteined ſit1 into. 
or minds as a gueſt, oz rather as a tiric 
 iitoonr inn2rmoſt bowels, from whece 
hecanhardly he dziuf oz thauſt one,borh 
by teaſon of ottr natural coxruption;and 
ilſo by reaſon ofcuſtome & continnance. 
P. Euen ſo is it, But yer muſte you 
ſtrive that this ſinne may not reigne in 
your body, thongh it bee ſubiete too 
death,nor you obey the Juſtes thereof, 
nor yeelde your meEders as inſtruments 
of all naughtineſſe applied to finning : 
But rather cleane contrarie, apply your 
ſelues to god as folke riſen againfrom 
the dead,and yecld ye your members 
meo him as inſtrumets of righteouſnes. 
K, Theſe thinges matched togithet 
dught both to fray our mindsfro ſmning 
Falſoto inflame them with moſt carneff 
deſire & indener to line well # blefſedly. 
fo} what is moze ſhameful , than to be 
lanes of lnſts 2 Lontrariwiſe what 18 
ide honozable & excellent , than to vſe 
ighteouſnes, godlines , & innocencie 2 
we multe pzay to alnightic 

$ K.ij, {God 
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* Bod, that as he hath of his own infinity: 
xoodneſle already tuſtified vs.ſohe wil 
alſo delituex vs from the bondage offin, 

P. Be of good cheere. For ſin ſhallng 
more execute tyranny oueryou, 
-R,, By what way oz meanes may {« 
grat a good turnebcfall vs 2 Fox tomy 
ſceming:that is right hard to bedone. 
P., Indeede its hard vntomen , but 
nothing 1s vnpoſsible vnto God , no- 
ther is there any thing which hecanot 
bring to paſſe, But receiue here therer 
ſonofit in few words. For in reigneth 
' notouerthoſe that are vnder grace,but 
ouer thoſe that are vnder the lawe. But 
novy that you be juſtified you are not 
vnder rhe law,but vnder grace. 
' R, Many men ſeeme to be like pi 
ders, turning all thinges into poyſon. 
For when vnthzifts and naughtipackes 
deerc this ſaying,by and by , as thongd 
they had by tuſtification obteynedliber- 
ftietodoo what they liſt , they crye out!, 
why then ſhoulde we not ſin (ill, ſeeing 
=_ be vnder grace and not vnder tht 


7, Godforbid thatany man ſoul 


tothe Romance, © 


be ofthat mind. it 
. R, But what is to be d 


CAP.G6, 


on to theſe fel- 


lowes that abuſe Bods goodnelſe vnrg 
enil] doing 2 And pet notwithſtanoing, 
theiſe wplie and captious witts cannot 


be ſubducd but by mooſt 
myghtfull reaſons. 


ſuſkantiall and 


P, Thoſe wilfull ftubborne. natures 
muſt be left to god the ſoucraine iudge: 


& as for the men of who 


there is better 


hope, I would exhorte them after this 
maner ; knoyveyenot that to vvhom 
ſocuer you yeelde youre ſelues as (er- 
uants to obey his ſeruits youare, whi- 
theryou obey finthatleadeth you vnto 
death,or obedience,innocency & righ- 
tuouſneſle vyhich lead you vntolyfe? | 

R. Jfmen were clears of hearing; they 


would veceine & imbrace 


cert ſtrong laying. Foz what is moze 


this pour molf 


againſt ref6, thi to ſcke tomatch Etopne 


togither things Þ are moſt repugnatzas 


{oz exiples, light & darkenes,fredome E 


bondage, ſin & grace? and p-do they ſure- 
ly inted,-as oft as they fearenot to bynd 
thiſelues to ſin , vnder p2etence of grace 
liberty. Yet inult you not thinkeallmE 


7 
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to be of this mould. Fo? therare manyjz 
this our church. of Kvme, which hauidg 
ſhaken of þ yoke ofſin by the benefite'sf 
17 regeneration, gofozward with all their 
- hart vnto vertue and godlineſſe 
P. AndTIrtruely do” gyue continual 
thankes vnto God,and ever ſhall, tha 
wheras you were the bondl(laues of in, 
now you being ſet free by Gods meere 
oodneſſe, and made his children, have 
artely obeied the order of his dodtine 
0 thatistowit,of the Goſpel,which is de- 
ww, Iinered to you to bring you life . Now 
therefore you being ſer fre from fin,do 
ſerue the rightuouſnes and innocency 
wheriito god hath called you, therfore 
you muſt not inany wiſe yeld ton, 
:&, Lerteſſe a greate number of vs are 
| notably well minded vnto holines : ſnc< 
ishſingulargrate, & wozking of Gods 
ſptrite in'onr harts ,and we hops that ht 
will continually:help our infirmityes. 
| £.: In good ſooth to the intent may 
haue reſpect of your frayltie,l will deale 
19 withyou after themanerof men. Thet- 
otelike as you haue yelded your mem- 


I" erkcthe witts of your mynde, your p0- 


wers- 


Ibeſec! 
the thy 
med?S 
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himſel 
will nd 
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wers, and your ſtrength as inſtruments 
to ynclenneſſe , and levydneſſe, to doo 
levydly ,fo as you became cuery daye 
wootle than other through the re1g- 
ning of levydnetſe in you : ſo nowyeld 
you yogr members, it not more luſtily 
yetat leaſtvviſe not more laſyly asin- 
ſtrumentes vato innocency , as inſtru- 
ments to vyorke holineſle,and become 
you euery day cleaner fro all vncleanes, 
| Andtheryvithall remeber,that atſuche 
tyme as you ferued fin,you vyyere ſtrau- 
gers & outlavves to rightuouſnes, But 
Ibeſechyou vvhat fruitereaped you of 
the thinges vvhereof you be novvyaſha- 
med2Surely the ende of them is death, 
R, Euery mans ownefault repzoueth 
himſelfc, As foz myne owne parte , you 
will notbeleene home jll Jam aſhamed, 
as oft as my fozmer wzetched and lewd 
lyfe cometh to my mind. Foz wbatf ſyall 
J tel you, how thateuen from my verts 
cradle,as ſonc as Jhad any wit and dil- 
cretion, (accozdingto mine own natural 
cozruptis & naughtines @ f wylines of? 
old ſerpent which called foz þleſſon y be 
had once tanght Adi)by by trulling 
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theabilitie of mine owne wit, Jth 
iny ſelfe wiſer than al the wold,s tooke 
my ſcicealmoſt as a Bod in all mydee- 
ings, ſo as Jcan not ſufficiently marug 
that Bods mercifulneſſe was ſo great, 
as to voutſafe to beare with me ſopa- 
ticntly when J followed my ſinne ( 
long fime,and ſo wilfullp. 

 P, Now then ſeeing you be both loo- 
ſed from the bonds of ſinne, and made 
the ſeruaunts of God : you ſhall reape 
the fruit of your holinc iz, and cuerla- 
ſting life abideth for you in the ende. 
For as death 15 the wages of finne, euen 
ſo is euerlaſting life (I ſay not a wages 
or hire, for the excellecie therof is ſuch, 
that we cannot compare it, & yet mult 
we not therefore couet it or Care forit 
the letſe;but rather the more;inaſmuch 
as It is the more excellent, &licth in the 
power of gods foucraighe bounteouſ- 
neſſe, but)the freegifr of God through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lorde, and not in aly 
wiſefor our deſerts, 


&. Jeaſily agree with you inthis caſt 


I We friend Paule, But I do not well vnder- 
w_ 8pde What: you meane by ſaying that 
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we be looſcd from the lawe, Foz in as 
muche as Gods lawc 1s holy and righ- 
teons, and as a certen light whereby to 
walkein the true way of ſaluation, and 
was appointed tothe Jſraclices by god, 
fo; the necefſarie vſes of the Icading a 
good life; ſo as they mighte beholde the 
will of the Lreatoz in it as in aclearec 
glafſe : how is it poſſible that the man 
which is bozne anewe ſhoulde-be looſed 
from that law, and that he ſhould thence 
 foozth line as withoutlaw 2 © by what 

meanes can the law, (ſecing it 1s of god) 


bing foozth euill deedes 2 
P, I will make the whole matter Chap, 7. 


playne in as fewe. wordes as 1 can, and 
inthe example of my ſelfc ſhew the of- 
ticesof the law, fo you colider thethree ., 
ſtates of man, namely. vnregenerated, 
regenerating, and regenerated. Nowe, 
that the whole matter might be vnder- 
ſtoode the better, I borowed a ſimili- 
tude from the lawe of wedlocke. For 
theſe are my words, Know ye not bre- 
Nren,(I ſpeake of ſucheas haue $kil! of 
be law) that the wife is bounde by the 


aveof wedlock, ſolong as hir husband 
73 "Mp K.v. lineth? 


_ 


3 


Cor.7.33 liueth ? For the maried woman isboki 


-tened bnt by the light of nature, no; 8 


T be Epiftle of $. Paul; 


204n Hot 


to the man by the Lawe ſolong as tk Ml now any 1 
liueth : but if the husbande bee bitauſe yc 
ſhee is looſe from the Lawe of themy, arſe of it 
Therefore I thinke ſhe is to be counted Ml that being 


an adultrefle,if ſhe couple hir &lfe with ſpirite of 
an other man while the husbandeis+ Ml coomaund 
line to whomalone ſhe had bound th WM the guidi1 
honeſt vſc ofhir body by the law ofms Mnowe we 
riage. But if the husbande dye,l think I bring for 
hir to be loſe from the law. of mariazs, MW mto Goc 
ſoas ſhe is no adultreſſe thoughe thee M ous freely 
couple hirſelfe with another. R, The 
K, Theſethings will ncuer bedenicd IE well, and 
nother of the Gentiles which are inligh I iingerh, 
by you. 18 
cyne wh 


the Jewes which haue the law waitten, 

P.You judge right, Euen after I of thelav 
ſame maner, you hauing obteynedrie WM -P, L wil: 
righteouſneſle of Chriſt,are dead ine: © more plai 
ſpeRtof the lawe, by the body of Chrilh © my ſayin 
& on the other ſide, the lawes powe! of MW (that is t 


| condemning is dead in reſpec of you! W new,& m 
ſo as now you be art libertie to couple IE ing coup 
your ſelues to another , namely-vit0 I tios of fir 
Chriſt the ſacrifice of propiciation ®t I ſinnes ar, 
out ſinnes, whoafterwarde was ray IN fedtions( 


*% 1 v 


a gaine 


_ "tothe Romanes, CAP.,7. 


222in from the dead, Nother haue yon 
now any more todo with the Jaw, both 
bitzuſeyou be no more ſubiect to the 
arſeof it, and alſo moſt of all bicaule 
thar being nowe poſletled & led by the 
ſpirite of god,you be not driuen by the 
comaundements of the law, but led by 
the guiding of-the ſpirite, Therefore as 
towe wee haue to Jeale with grace, to 
bring forth the fruites of holy workes 
mto God, which hath made vs nghte- 
bus freely through Chriſt. 

#, The law of wedlock J] know very 
vell, and what benefite free tuſtification 
tingeth, Jnow vnderſtande the better 
y pou, But pet J do not thzoughly per- 
tyue what mancr of one this mariage 
| the law with man is. 

P, Iwil vtterthe mcaning of my mind 
ore plainly, by ſhewing the reaſon of 
y fayings.So lg as weyvere in the fleſh 
that is to ſay, before we were bornea 
ew,& made righteous & godly by bce- 
Ig coupled vnto gad by faith) the affec 
0 of tn, wheroutof al wicked dedes& 
ines arewont toſpring,thoſe ſame at- 
tions(I fay)which arcinvs, had _ 
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full power by the law (for by thelavs: __ 
they ſtirred vp, Iſay they had their fy 0% F " 
power,inour members, and inthe(n, Wl 99995 
firuments of our ſoules,and in our ſen. gs 
fes and powers,to make ys bring foorh al - 
the fruite of ſinful deedes, which inthe i 1999S 


endedo carie vs vnto death, But nove _ 
that we be made rightuous, we be free wherout 


from the lawe,as they that are deadm- 


tothe lavve , whiche helde vs inbor- aq 
dage after the manerof{laues.Nottha rhe , 
we ſhuld be in earthly libertie, nor that ene 


we ſhould giue heece to our lewd luſt if the ſpi 
bur that fith the courſe of the law isqui 


ched,and our owne fleſhly mind is ki DE 
led in vs,and Chriſtes pirite, whiche 1 

; | ſerue Ge 
notſubje& ro the Lawe reignething WW 1 
we ſhould ſerue God in newnelle of the An 


ſpirite, & not in oldneſle of the letter, Chriſt. r 

K, Now J\ vnderſtande better the ap! Gods ol 
plication of the ſimilittide. And if J bt bad wr 
not viterly deceined, your meaning i 220c in 
to ſet vs downe two wedlocks.Theon mime 01 
befozc our Juſtification 02 newe birth "2 
wherm thelawe, and the power of tht has of 1 
lawe crecuting as ye would ſay the of leſus C] 
lice ofa huſband in vs,do as it werett? | 


gendc 


- tothe Romans, CAP.7, 


gender ſinne,and bzing it foozth, which 

ſinne is the verp roote whereof wicked 
lapings and dooings ſpzing afterward, 
as fruites that'growe out of the roote of 
zrotten tree. The other newe wedlocke 
you aſſigne to be, when Lhaiſtes ſpirite 
25 ancw huſband executing his ſtrength 
[our minds, ingendzeth righteouſnes, 
wherout ſpzing good ſapings + doings 
as fruites of a good tree, But J do not 
yet well vunderſtande,howe this righte- 
onſneſſe 15 not ingend2ed at all in the 
oldneſſe of the letter, but in the newnes 
of the ſprite. # 

?, Herken to the interpretation of 
thoſe words. Becing now iuſtified, wee 
ſerue God,and bende our ſelues to the 
keeping of his law, not as diſſemblers, 
but with all ourc harte as members of 
Chriſt, moued thereto bythe deſire of 
Gods glory, and not by the outward & 
dead writing of the Law , printed long 
oe in tables, nor yet by the threat- 
ings or promiſes therof, but by Gods 
twarde inſpiration, and by the liuing 
ay of loue imprinted in our minds by 


clus Chriſt. 
R. I 
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R. J can nof gayneſay anye of the! 

things,foz I hane founde by expetient 

how wozkfull Bods ſpirit isiny ming 

ofſuch as truſt mn god truly & earneſtly, 

But to confefſe the dulnes of my wini 

plainly, J| do not vnderſtande at all, 

what meanes the law being of god, xthe 
| rulc of holines and vertne,can J 
Ex.20«7 (inne. Foz if the iſe reſemble þ nat {Wilil 

| &:17- ofthefather,ft wil beconcluded thervys 

Dog. i pon that the law is ſinne, biranſe it its 

| - gendzeth oz begetteth ſinne. 

P. No,not fo fir,god forbid we ſhuld 

7 haueanyſuch thought.For the lawis(6 

far off from being (in,that it is the very 

bewrayer of ſin. For I should not haue 

knowen fin but for the law. Therefore 

the ſin is in the man,& not in the lawt; 

For thelayv of God, be it naturall,or be 

Itwritten,dothe not like a lewde laws 

prougke me to ſinne, but as a holy.and 

rishtfulllaw it ſtirreth me vp to weldo- 

ing by shevving mee my duetie. And 

when Ithrough my naughrtineſſe doo 

diſobey the lavy, I come to the knov- 

ledge of my ſinne, as men come tothe 
Ko "IM vaderſtiding of good by knowing the 

I . 


. 


10 the Ramanes, CAP.7, 63 


vill,For I had not knowen that luſting 
fone, valeſſe che law had ſaid. Thou 
alt not luſt. 

& Theſe laſt wozds of pours are ves 
well knowen vnto me, &E now com-= 
methto mp remembzaunce that firſt aud 
molt miſcrable fate of my fozmer ma- 
age with the law,at whiche time p law 
lareth the part both of a huſbande,and 
fg bewzapcr in mee. Fo: although mp 
uſts wer ſo vnbuidled that thep hindzed 
ne and plucked me backe from the per= 
te, holpe , rightefull , and due lo- 
ing of Bod and men, wherein the 
vhole lawe conſiſteth , and therefoze 
ere in meas certen venemous and pes 
lent rodtes , wheroutof it ſpzang that 
inno wiſe obeyed Þ law, but wzonght 
gaynlt enery whit of it : yet was If ſo 
lind,thatif the law beeing fn dede both 
ſte and holy, had not tolde mee that 
jolemoſte wicked rootes are ſinne , I 
adnener taken them to be ſo. But yet - 
not the knot vndone ſo apparant!y as 

”. Theſe things coulde not haue ſca- 


&d you, if you had weyed the ref - 
PET m 


tt *." The Epilteof S. Pile © 


6 Thy words throughly, For ſinne, thatl 
to ſay, the very corruptneſle of natwe 
It ſelfe,taking occaſion by the comaun, 
dement of the law, howbeit thatnooc. 
caſioh was giuen by the lawe , brought 
foorth in me all kinds of luſts. For may 
1s ſo lewde and frowarde before hee 
regenerated;that wheras luſts oughtts 
be quenched in him by the lavre,as the 
which is rightful, 1uſt, and holy, it be. 
commeth more liuely and ontragiow 
by meanes of the law, hovvbcit throph 
fault of the man, and not of the lave. 
Which thing is manifeſt euen by-this 
that vvithout the lawe ſinne was dead 
and that at the ſame time when I ws 
vvithour lavve, I vvas aliue. Notthatl 
vyas ignorant of the lavve (for Ireme- 
bred vvell even euery tittle and letter 
of the lavve) but bicauſe I vyeyed nd 
throvghly the force and curſe of it# 
gaynſt offenders and ſtubborne folk, 
and therfore much leſle felt it. 
R, Y am ſure that the like befallcthi0 
my ſelfe, and tomany others, For whid 
 Amanbeingpefſeudown with earth 
a. tranſitozie,and periſhing things, oo 


tothe Romans,  CAP7. 


fil: the aw exeenuterh not his of- 


di nof'vp.ie ewitcheth Hfin nor,tepyns 
cheth hitn not , if toxdemnetch him nor, 
Thetihis ſin atid vndxpdled luffs areas 
ittwvere aficepcand * 
dehithſeNfe in his 0Wne opind is aline, 


bycauſe he fecleth vtbt himlelfe condems 


ned afall by the law. Jit this plight was 
Fnotonly itt ny fetidet peares when J 
bas notable to diſrernegood from euil, 
ut! alſo aftexwarde'when'J was mat 
rhwen and pet efffitrniy ſinnes. © | 

P. IT am glad that yon haue nor for» 
ofteti the ſtato-of that olde mariage, 
nee the tyme thit Four were deliuered 
om ft by the benthte of Gods grace : 
ndTaHo do fynd myſelfe to'be erfre 
yihebeEneſite of the ſame grace. Now 
time leane to go through with'the 
tes of the taiy; Thetefore as ſoone as 
Kromriidandement came, and that 

openediny hit, then the law be- 

tellmie my tuety;& to ſhewe.me 

iatte VHad Gin 'offromit "Then 

> L.j, bn 


i 


"M0 k+loofc the le of enſnalitie, 


'#ifkneth hit irst vp; 4 rebakech- 


"66: 


& fort-dead; and . 


ID 
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ſin(by the name of ſin,l meane thecor. MW - R. T9! 
ruptneſle and luſtfulneſſe , whichceas MW comumann 
without the law might haue ſcemedts I occaſion © 
bedead,ſin,I ſay,being accuſed and. MW blamedtn 
demned by the lawe , and therewithal MW .2..V N- 


wakened and ſtirred vp , begantowa 
lyuely againe: and I was deade in the 
ſyghr of God and of his cuerlaſtinglay 
when I perceiued mine owne naughti 
neſſe , and ſoit fell oute, that the thing 
which was gyuen me to leade me ynto 
lyfe,(for the lavy ſheweth which wayto 
goto God,who is our lyfe ) led ments ſf ay 0599! 
to death , not through any default ofit iſ (ſelfeallo 
ſelfe,but bicauſe that I was ſolewd,tha iſ 2+: Y0! 
I not onely obeyed it not, but alſo(ſud i 9ar. 37 3 
was my pryde ) taking skorne to bel mernitzbi 
bound by the law,ſtriued and ſtrugge © 21.concl 
by all meanes againſt it lykea oY and WW mEanes 
Frantik tian, Thexfore ſin,that is ola and of x 
myne ovvne invyarde corruptneſſe,be and hol 
guiled mee andcalled mee backe fron ſÞ &ſorhe 

the ryght vvay.yvhich the lavy ſh ein th 
-ME,and ſo ſlevy meat his oyvneplelutt mhere 

by taking occaſig at the comatidement Wl euill., 
.vyhere noneatall vvas given , lealtyol which 

86hould imagin that 2009S layv vverelit, init (el 


R, Th 


ts the Romanes, CAPS. 65 
. F. Thendo you veterly dilcharge the 
commanndeinent. of the-lawe ,by whole 
occaſion the thing was doone , from all 
blame of nanghrines oz lewdnes. 
| Þ, Whar cls? For the lavve is holie , T;, ,o. 
rehich shevved mevyhat Ioughttado, x12 © 
but I yyas vvicked in. taking occaſion at 
goodneſſeto become wworle, _ 

R, Theſe chinges are well . Buthaw 
came ito paſſe that. the comaundement 
whiche of his. owne niture is good, be= 
cate death vnto yoi2Andlooke what A 
lay ofyou, the ſame doo-J meane of my 
lelfe.alſo being fn my fozmer ſtate. 

P.. You muſt not in any vviſe thinke 
that it vvas long ofthe commaunde- 
ment:bur fin,that is.to ſay corruptneſſe 
or concupiſcence bred death in me by 
meanes of rhe good commaundement, 
and of rhedavy vyhich is. both ry ghtful 
ind holy,8& cauſedit to ſeeme to bein: 

& ſothe naughtinesof it vyas bevvray- . 
din that it toke occaſion of cuill,cuen 13 
where none vvas giuen , and ſin vvas10 
all,, that of the com maundement 
which is good,it toke occaſio to grow 


aitſclfe,&to put foorth it ſelke more 
Liij. fierce- 


The Fpiftle of $. Pank 
feerſly and furiouſly. | 
R_ Asoftas I callto remembzannix 
that heauenly and fit manner vnuttera- 
ble ozderiyneſfe and fozecaſt which Sob 
vſeth towards ſinners andenill menin 
the very tyme of their juſtifying: Jrans 
not bat praiſe his moſt dinine mercy and 
ouidence, in leading men at lengh 
hugh fo many foughe 6 ſtcepe placts 
fall'of daimgers; to the knowledge of 
' his Lhzilt,tharthey may becommerigh- 
tuons and beare tn mynde their fozme: 
fkte; vndonredlyofall ffates moſt miſe- 
rablc. roho( I beſcch you) wonldbelent 
par diſcourſes .conterning the offices 
of the law,if he had not firſt had experi 
ence ofall theſe things in hiinſelfe? 
'P.'Tndeede it is true as you ſay : 
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theſe things require the practiſe of god: 
linefſe & the experience of muſtiſicario, 
For before tht time,fin and mans wi 
ked concupiſence are 6 ſtyrred vp,that 

fin becommeth' out of meaſure ſinfull 
andeuill,inſomuch thar deathisinge'- 
 dredoffin and the law,not through# 
14 vyfault of thelawe, but'of ſin.Forthc 
+, law,asmuchas init lyeth , gyucth f 


to 


byſhewin 
much as t 
of vsnot « 
alfo the 1! 
Allo1trec 
n'their | 
their frul 
a 


godly ir 
God. 
earthly, 
m(as YC 
hzdnort; 
tgouſnie! 
dignity, 
x97 .40d 
mit my 
frame b, 
accordit 

R. SU 
Ifinde i 
wer, no 
hart , to 
hope fo! 
dther m 
myes w 
ds 9 
Lhzilti: 


to the Remanes, .. CAP.7. 


by ſhewing vs the way of lyfe. But for as 
much as the law is fpiritual,it requireth 
of vsnot onely the oatward deeds, bur 
alfo the inwarde affeQions of the hart, 
Alloitrequireth of vs all duuine vertues 
1ntheir full perfection, togither with 
their fruits and deeds proteading from 
a godly inſtin& & tending tothe glory 
otGod. Now Iat that tyme beingyert 
earthly,and moreouer a bondfſlaue of 
ſin(asyouand all others were when ye 
kxinoryer receauedthe ſpirit ofrigh- 
tyouſneſſe )wasnotable to difcerne the 
dignity,holineſſe and excellency of the 
layy,and much leſſe was yvilling to fub- 
mit my necke ynder the yoke of it, too 
frame both my mind and all my doings 
according to the preciſe rule therof. 

K. Suerly Fhane often trysdchis,and 
Ifinde it true, that itis not all in my po- 
ver, not onely toloue God with all my 
hart , to haye a perfect belcefe inhim, to 
hope fo2 all thinges at his hand, to lone 
dther men ( ſpecially to lone myne enes 
yes with all my hart, and that only 50} 

ds glozies lake)to be indned with al 
Lhiiſtian vertnes as - ect as is n_ 
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_ © "The Epiftle ofS. Paule 
ble, as the rightuous, and bolye lawy of 
{Sod byndeth me: but'not eucn to ryle 
the affcctios of my mznd,to be ara wow, 
Curcly J fcelc , that without Bods grace 
and the ſpirit of rightnouſnefſe, J cannot 
but loue my lelfe 311d wozldly things to 
much, 3 cannot lone God abone all na- 
carall things,and mitch leſſc with all my 
who!c hart, nother can IJ] fall tq harty at- 
conement with. mic eticmics, butra- 
ther cuen pet ftiU'F am infozced J wote 
not how,to hatethE,bycauſe J\ am carth- 
ly and the ſeruayne of ſin and concupiſ- 
cencc, which reigning tyzantouſly in me 
do ouct rnle mc , aid harrie me aboutat 
their vnbzidled plcaſure, nothcr am I 

able too wyth ſtande them of my ſelfe. 
\P. Theſe thinges are very modeſtly 
| ſpoken, but I hope itis better vvith you 
than you ſpeake of. In the meane tyme 
Iam glad toheere this your accuſati- 
on. For you ſpeake by experience, and 
I coniefture by your vvoords that you 
bave bin a verie diligent examiner of 
your ſelfe.,, For all men perceiue not 
this tyranny offipne , But I yvill pro- 
ceede to declare in my ſelfe vvhat i 
ETD © 40> vyont 
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wont to happen to ſuche as arein re- 
generating, Surely [ vviſt not vvhattoo 
do, I put you out of doubt I doo many 
thingsthat I acknovvledg not for mine 
ove: For I doo not the good vvhiche 
Ivwould doo,but the euill vvhichT hate 
that commit I oftentymes, Wherupan 
Iconclude after this manner vvith my 
ſelke concerning the. perilles that are 
paſt. If I do that I vvould not then loke 
vvhat the lavy forbiddeth, that: doo I 
hate as vnright,and I miſlyke oft, but 
the thing that the lavv commaundeth 
lyketh my minde very vvell. Sothen, 
vith my mynde I conſent ta the lavve 
thatitis good, & Iallovy of it as right- 
full, hovvbeit that I my ſelfe am earth- 
ly.Wherfore if Idoo againſt it, itis not 
Ithat doo it, but ſinne that dvvelleth 
in me, For ſinfulnetſe , vvhole priſoner 
I am, ouermayſtereth me, and caryeth 
mee, avyay to the doing of thatthing 
vhich I vyoulde not do, 

R. Bythis yonr ſpeache., and by your 
acknowledginge ofpour fozmer ſtate, F 
ſee nowe there are twoo kyndes of 


men, ſome are vtcerly laweleſſe , and 
. Lili, though 


$7 


16 


17 
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thongh they do alwayes obey ſinne , ye 

\ fecle they notthe flinges offſin at all.q- 
gaine there arc othcrſome which hate 3 
wore not what a heaucnly ſecd withthe, 
and althonghthcy ſtn,and now and then 
obey the affections ofſtn, pet do they it of 
ali the while as it were vnwillingly, ſo 
asSthe judgement of their mind ryneth 
againſt it. But yetas J thinke, theſe lat- 
tcrſozt haueno excniſe at all in the ſight 
of Bod, although they be earthilp. Foz 
thar ſame willingneſſe aud fozewardnes 
of mpnd, whercby they be glad and faine 
Of the good, is ſo weake aud faynt , that 
now and then they ſuffer themſelucs to 
be led wholly by their vubzydlcd luſtes, 
Wheras contrariwile it ought be lo clſec- 
ruall , mightye ,ſtout,and conſtant, as to 
putſtande ſin when it woulde ouerrule 
1-57 5 7 Ins 

P. You iudge aryght . For the fore- 
veardneſſe of thewill maketh ſin : no- 
ther 1s that thing fin vvhich is doone@- 
gainſte' the vvill of the ſinner, But 
knovv & am able to affirme it ſora cer- 
teinty , that thoſe men ( as 1 haueleat- 
ned by mine oyyne ex perience)aremk 

2 ON | lingly 
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willingly led of their owne luſtes, after 
the manner that you ſpake.of, For [ 
know that in them as wel as in me, that 
is toſay,in my flesh, there is no good- 
nes,but rather naughtines, which pro- 
voketh me tocuill,and {triueth to ouer- 
maſter mee, 

R, You meane in the flcſhly man, in 
whom the lawe executeth the office of a 
huſbande, But you denie not that there 
is ſome goodneſſe in reſpect of the pze= 
lenceof Gods ſecede, whiche can not yef 
bitter his trength without the ſpirite of 
rightcouſneſle. Foz eyther J] am viterly 
deceiucd,oz ciſe in thoſe men that J ſpake 
laſt of, there is ſome knowledge of gods 
wilt : alſo thcre are alreadie in them 
ſome ſparkes of commendable likings 
and deſires, howebcit that theſe things 


68 


18 


bee not in the ficſhe, whiche regar- *© 


deth nothing but hir ſeife and hir owne 


pleaſures. 


P. See that you vnderſtid theſe things 
wel,leaſt perchaunce you confound the 
ſundry ſtates of man togither,or els vn- 
aduiſedly wite that thing vpo gods law, 
vhich can not be wited vpo it without 
| L.,v. great 


9 


20, 


2TI, 


© 23 


The Epiftle of S.Pauk 


oreat wrong totheeternal God.For ts 
the intent I maye mike theſe thinges 


 playnein mine owne perſon, truly there 


15in mee a will to doo good, but I finds 
not any way to perfourme it, For I am 
hindered by the flefh,and by ſinne that 
reigneth in me, and 1 am caried awa 
ynto euil,ſo as I do not the good ohich 
I vyould doo, but £ doo the euill which 
Iam lothe to doo, Wherforeif I dothe 
thing that I'verould not, then isit not? 


that doo it, but ſinne that dwelleth in 
me : which doth ſo roughly ouermaſter 
me, when the power and working of 
Gods ſpirite is abſent'vyhereby vitorie 
1s obteyned, that 1 am compelled todo 
the thing vyhich my reaſon 1nlightened 
by thelaw of God doth vtterly abhor. 
Therefore in that I vvould do goodand 
can not, 1 finde and perceiue by the 
lawe, while ic playeth his part in mer, 
that there ISeutlin me,in me(] ſay)for- 
ſornuch as 1 am earthly & weake, and 
_ ynableto performe ir,& not in the lay. 


For, that 1 may ytter the meaning 0 


my minde as plainly as can be,1 delight 
m godslaw as in reſpet-of my inwarde 


mal. 
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man:that is to ſay, as in reſpeR of rea- 
ſn inlightened by Gods law, gods law 


doth pleaſe me,and delight me, 1 allow. 


itto be rightfull, 1 agree with it, and 1 
would faync obey it. But on the con- 
trarie part,1 ſee,feele,and find by expe- 
rence another law in my members, & 
inthe ſences, powers, & abilities of my 
ſovle,contrary to the law of my minde, 
and fighting agaynſt it, For when as by 
theiull Pray; Be law of my mind 1 per- 


ceive what is right and allow of it, and” 


celightin it as good, and vvolud fayne 
doit: therwithall the wicked law of my 
body counſeleth & inticeth me to the 
contrarie, and this lawe delivereth me 
priſonertothe law of ſinne : inſomuch 
that 1 am ofrentimes inforced to cryec 
out : vyretch that 1 am, yvho ſhall de- 
liver me from the body of this death ? 
May any man deliver me from the bo- 
dy and burthen of ſinng that killeth 
me out of hande ? Who (I ſay) ſhall fct 
ne free from the tyrannic of mine own 
nbrideled luſts, and of finne reigning 
n this my wretched dody, vyhich lea- 
(th me vnto death, 
R. © 
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R. © Þaule it cannot (carſly be yt 
- redhowe many wapyes, and how mighs 
. tely this talke of yours which areaml 
expert ſouldier in this ſpiricuall batt, 
doth mone my bowels,and in manerijp 
foxce me to'teares. Foz theſe pour wonds 
do bzing me inremembzaunce of thatglh 
plight and ſtate of mine, wherin Jyits 
ceiucd that our owne ſtrength is fatrety 
weake to get the vpper hande in this in- 
comber,vuleſſe Chaiſt y cacternal woe 
of Bod be with vs. to arme vs withhis 
ſpirit,and to gine vs victozy agaynſi \g 
great tpzannie of our enemic. 


P. Therfore I thank my God, which 
hathe delivered mee from ſo miſcrabk 
bondage of fin by Ieſus Chriſt ourlord, 
For to conclude in two words , valeſ 
he vtter his power , and vndertake the 
battell for me, and ouercome, and try- 
umph ; farewell my good dayes.l truly 
in the meane while do ſerue Gods lav 


with my mind,but with my fleſh I ſerue 
thelaw of finne,which triueth to ouct- 
come mein the batrell, 

R, You haue ſo plainly and lightſou- 
ly in your own perſon ſhewed how on 
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the worthineſſe and holinefſe of Bods 
law is, E how dyuerſe offices it 1s wont 
to execnte towards man till he bee frulp 
and perfectly bozne a new in Lhziſt: that 
now by this talke of pours, J vnderſtad 
oneofthe hardeſt poynts ofthis epiſtle, 
which popnt conſilteth in the knowing 
ifthe offices which gods lawe vleth to- 
wardsa man:;now if it pleaſe pon let vs 
treateofthe thirde ſtate of man, that is to 
wit, when he is inſtified and made holy, 


But firſt of all J pzay pon ſhew me moze 


playnly what maner of ſtate this ſtate of 
the regenerated ſoztis $ and afterwarde 
by what markes the partie that is godly 
minded may be certified of his regenera- 
tion o2 newbirth, | 

P.Likeas in'the coſidering of the firſt 
and ſeconde ſtate of main, namely vnre- 
generat, & in regenerating, I vſcd mine 
own example: ſoinlaying forth of this 
third member of our partition, I wil al- 
ledge mine owne experiences,as a pat- 


terne wherin to repreſent the image of 


/e 


aman revenerated. As touching the firſt Ch#p,8. 


part of your demaund, ſurely the ſtate 


anddignitie of thethat are iuſtified & 
rege- 
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regencrated is moſt excellent, as whg 
beeing dead to the old Adam,andyref. 
T fed intothe new Adam Chriſt, are not 
henceforth in daunger of any damng. 
tion, For horv is it poſsible that Chriſt 
our head ſhould giue vp his own mem. 
bers to deſtruction? Heerevpon mayal. 
ſo be gathered an anſvvere to the other 
part of your demaunde. For Chriſte 
yvorkfulnes is ſo great in the mindeof 
ſuch as are truly regenerated, that their 
life is conſecrated vnto holineſſe, By 
meanes vvherot they be after a ſort cer- 
tified of the preſence of Chriſt dwelling 
jnthem, But of theſe things vvec $hall 
ſpeak more hereafter. Novv,to vic mine 
ovvne experience as an argument, the 
reaſon vvby theſe molt excellenteffets 
2 areyvroughrt in my mind,is this : that 
the lavy of the quickning ſpirite in 1e- 
ſus Chriſte, hath fer me free from the 
Jas y of ſinne & death, inſomuch that by 
the gift of faith, & the recorde of go 
ſpirit, 1 fecle my ſelfe diſcharged of the 
feare of damnation. And 1 thinkethe 
ſame thing to haue befalne' to all the 
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of my queſtion,and ſhewe me moze 
playnly gods dzife and maner of dealing 
inthe caſe of our tuſtification , withour 
tderighreouſneſſe of the lawe, 
?. Hauchere the ſumme of the whole 
matter in few words, The law was giuen 
ofgod asa rule of true holines, How be 


law, notheras it was naturally printed 
inour mindes, nor as it was ſet foorth 


ſet free from ſin & death, & become 
righteous) bicauſe the law way weake, 
feeble & without power , howbeit not 
ofit owne nature, but by reaſon of our 
fleſh (for we be flcſhly & do ſtrive and 
wreſtle againſt the law ; that (ſay I) did 
God bring to paſſe by ſending his own 
fon in a body like to the bodies of ſin- 
ners, For he codemned (in of (in, inthe 
fleſh of his ſonne, & by that meanes did 
vipe out,clenſe avvay,& aboliſh ſin: & 
thatdid he to the ende that the righte- 
ouſnes of the lavv,as the lavy it ſelfe re- 
quireth it, might be vvrought & fulfil- 
ledin vs that beleye. 1 ſay totheend it 
Should be fulfilled in vs novy reSenera- 
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it.looke what could not be done by the 
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7l 


The Epiltle of . Pauls 


regencrated is moſt excellent, as wh 
beeing dead to the old Adam,anderef. 
fed into the new Adam Chriſt, are not 
henceforth in daunger of any damnz. 
tion, For hoyv is it polsible that Chriſte 
our head ſhould giue vp his own men. 
bers to deſtruction} Heerevpon mayal. 
ſobe gathered an anſvvere to the other 
part of your demaunde. For Chriſte 
vyorkfulnes is ſo great in the mindeof 
ſuch as are truly regenerated,that their 
life is conſecrated vnto holineſſe, By 
meanes vvherot they be after a ſort cer- 
tified of the preſence of Chriſt dwelliug 
jnthem, But of theſe things vvec $hall 
ſpeak more herzafter.Noyv,to vicmine 
ovvne. experience as an argument, the 
reaſon vvby theſe moſt excellenteftefs 
are vvrought in my mind,is this : that 
the lavy of the quickning ſpirite1n 1e- 
ſus Chriſte, hath fer me free from the 
Jas y of ſinne & death, inſomuch that by 
the gift of faith, & the recorde of gods 
ſpirit, 1 fecle my ſelfe diſcharged of the 
feare of damnation. And 1 thinke the 
ſame thing to haue befalne to all the 
true members of Chriſt. 
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of my queſtion,and ſhewe me moze 
playnly gods dzife and maner of dealing 
inthe caſe of our juſtification , withour 
therighteouſneſle of the lawe. 

?. Hauchere the ſumme of the whole 
matter in few words, The law was giuen 
ofgodasa rule of true holines. How be 


it.looke what could not be done by the 


law, notheras it was naturally printed 


in our mindes, nor as it was ſet foorth 


lainly by Moſes(namely that we ſhuld 
# ſet free from lin & death, & become 
righteous) bicauſe the law way weake, 
feeble & without power , howbeit not 
of it owne nature, but by reaſon of our 
fleſh (for we be flcſhly & do ſtrive and 
wreſtle againſt the law : thae (fay I) did 
God bring to paſſe by ſending bis own 
ſon ina body like to the bodies of {in- 
ners, For he codemned fin of {in,in the 
fleſh of his ſonne, & by that meanes did 
Vipe out,clenſe avvay,& aboliſh ſin: b& 
thatdid he to the ende that the righte- 
ouſnes of the lavy,as the lavy it ſelfe re- 
quireth it,might be vvrought & fulfil- 
lkedin vs that beleye. 1 ſay totheend it 
Should be fulfilled in vs noVy regrnern- 
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ted which obey not the corruptneſ; 
luſts,and lykings of the vnſatiable fleſ, 
bur the holy inſpiration of theſpirite, 
whereupon 1t comineth to paſſe, tha 
_ -our dooinges are acceptable toGod, 
though they be not fully in all poyntes 
anſ{werable to his law,vvhich otherwiſe 
requyreth moſt perfeR pureneſle, 


_ R. Jfitbe trueas you ſay , (as Jhe- | 


leeueittobe moſt true in deed)in any0- 
pinion few are at this day become rygh 
tous and holy. Fox the nninber of them 
ts exceading ſmall chat thinke vppon 
newneſſe of lyfe, oz which are carefullto 
obey Gods wpll , and muche lefſe which 
beſtyrre themſelues in makyng warrta- 
qainſt their owne nafutall and newin- 
comme ſinfulitclle. 6 

P. But betecue me brother,ſo longe 
as men hold with fleſh, they wil carefor 
things belanging ts the fleſh,and ſinne 
ſhall execiite his ryranty oner them, 
Contrarrwyfe., they that holde with the 
ſpirit, witbe fpirituall minded : and by: 
cauſe Gods ſpirit reigneth'in the, they 


will alfodelight in ſpiritoall thinges, 3. 
\- Whoſe. ititentes and icndeners are Al 
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gyded by the holy: Gholt,and therfore 
tende to Gods lory, which thing can- 
hot ha to fuch 25 follow the fleſh; 
bycauſe they do rather purchace Gods 
difpleaſure,and conſequently endeleſſe 
deltra&ion to theſeltes, by their naugh- 
tiveſſe and wicked deeds. . 

R. 8900ſt miſerable is the ſtate of the 
vngodly which pon fel nie of. But whers 
foe aſcribe your ſo murche enfll to the lo= 
ung and obeying of the fleſh? 

P.-Bycuſe the entegt ; the indeuer , 
the deftre, &(to vſe myne owne words) 
the wiſedoe of the flesh is deadly, or to 
ſpeake more nightly; very death it felfe, 
as which iscontrary to God, who1s our 
lye. But on the contrarie parte, the en- 
tent,affeRtion, and wiſedome of the ſp1- 
rite,is verie Iyfe, and peace, Andifyou 
alke me thercaſon why,itis ready sha- 
pen, For the wifedome of the flesh is c- 
nemy againſt God:of whom forafmuch 
25it hath an ill opnion, taking him for. 
hirvtter Mnerfary Jandi imagining him 
to be a molt cruel tormenter : : how1 Is It 

poſlible that she should be vvylling ro 


cominſt kir (fe to his cate and provi- 
M.,J. dence ? 
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dence? And there much leſſewill (hy 
pale for hiswill nd comaundements, 
For how ſhould ſh&haue any mynato 
obey his commaundement, whom he 
beleucth to be hir fo?This(as | think) 
is the reaſon,why the flesh, norherwill, 
no nor can obey Gods law, ſolongait 
;snothing els but fleshe. Heexeuppon 
thetiit followeth that they which liue 
after the liking of the flesh canotplea 
God, - 7 £58 wed 
RK, Omoſt miſerable wietches as we 
be, which are compelled to kecpe conti- 
tall wzeſtling with the vntruſty wile? 
done of our owne fleſhe , ſo longas we 
be incloſed with the bulke of this body, 
_ P. Beof good cheer , This wreſtbag 
may rather win you a crowne , than de- 
ſtruction and damnation . For you (lo 
doth charitie teach me to think of ſuch 
as beleue in chriſt)you I ſav,are by Faith 
greffed into Chriſt as true ſignes offal- 
uation, You be iuſtificd and regeners- 
ted, and therfore you be not now at 
all bur {pirituall, for ſomuch as Gods 
ſpirit dwelleth in yok... .-.:- fad 
R, Herreinis al the countagandme 


_- 
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?P.: Surely if any of you. hane nor 
Chriſts ſpirite he.i$none of his, marke 
wel what I ſay,1 ſay he is none of Chriſts 
heis no member. of his , he is no bro- 
ther of his, he is no heire of eternal! fe- 
licitie with him, | PRETTt 
K, Y belecue that with all my harte. 
Butthe thing y Ji thought wich my lcife 
was this, that there are a great ſozt novs 
adayes which boaſt ofthe receyuing of 
Gods ſpirit, whoſe lpfe ts notwithſitan-- 
dingno mozelike p holincs + moſt pure 
 rraple of Chiiſts Iyfe,than an apple ( as 
they ſap)ts lyke an Oyſter. rwhercfoze 
pzay yon tell me by what markes J may 
diſcerne ſuchas hauc Gods ſpirit in very 
deed, Foz it will do me good alſo, co per- 
ceire.p pieſece. of Bods ſpirit in my fell, 
P. Ixt this be the aunſwere tothe 0. 
ther part of your demaund : and beare 
you well in-minde the true and ſure to- 
kens of regeneranon : of which the one 
conſiſteth in lyfe & death, & the other 
mthe inward motions of Gods ſpirit. 
'R, . Jnlyfe and death ſay you ? what 


b that to ſay? - 34 19796 
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P. Herken,& you $hall vnderſtange. 
If Chriſt and his ſpirite be in you, the 
old man, that is to ſay the flesh jis dead 
as in reſpe& ofſin and the vnruly and 
vnſtayed deedes of vvickedneſſe, And Ml :P- * 
this'is the death of the old man: vppon Gods/p 
putting avvay , on the contrarye parte M tha! the 
reigneth the ſpirite of Godand execu. MW 10*MY 
teth his power vppon man, andliucth IM $1"gP* 
asinreſpe& of rightuouſneſle. aſſure 

K., Surelv a verye notable markeof MW "!! of h 
regeneration oz newbirch. Fot the ſpirit _ 
| of Lhiiſt into whome we be greffed ;not | ©"! 
| pnelp gpueth vs lyfe by inſpyting vsto 


your 
goo vnto {Bod ourlyfe , as mecte is we rv 
ſhould:but alſois himſclfe our ſpiritual M 17hic 
lyfe . But to confeſſe vnto you plainely Oh 
| my thoughts ( o2 F wote not whether] be C 
| nay better ſay temptations ) in that be- _ 


halfe when F looked vppon myne own! 
naughtineſſe and the tyzannie ofſin out? 
me, I] hane oftymes donbted ofthe p0- 
wer of Bods lpirite in vs , and whethet 

the working therof do kill theold Ada. 
| , Andpluckevp theroots of that euiiltree 
+ 92 no. And vps ſuch maner of thoughts 
being ſozowfull s(colay þ truth) — 
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fing and deſpay2ing of victozy againſt 
my ficlhe , Jam wont diuers tymes to 
quayle. NE 
'P, Theſe doutinges of the power of 
Gods ſpirit are datigerous. Thinke you 
thatthe tyranny of ſin is greater, than 
the myght, cfficacie, and 1nwardwoor- 
king power of the holy Ghoſt? No,but 
aſſure your ſelues of this , that if the ſpi- 
ritof him which rayſed vp Chriſt from 
deathe be in you : he vyhiche rayſed vp 
Chriſt from death-;vvill alſo call againe 
your:mortall bodyes into alyfe beſec- 
ming your regeneration , by his ſpirits 
rhichdyvelleth-in you. Wherefore as 
| many of you as profeſſe your ſelues to 
de Chriſtians, I beſeche you alllay vp 
theſe things deeply in your minds, that 
whivve be once juſtified, ſanRified,re- 
generated & indaed 'vvith Chriſtes ſpi- 
ft,weare altogether detters,not tothe 
ſesh toline afterthe liking ofthe flesh, 
& to obey the corruptnes thercof, but 
rather to the ſpirite to indeuerto obey 
him in all things. | 
x, Js there ſo greate pcrill in thenot 
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P, Yea yerely : and of all perillsit x 
the greateſt , For if yc live atterthe ly. 
king of the fleshe, you hall ſurely die, 
But if that by the ſpirite, you vanquishe 
the doines,wot ks,deuices,deſites,& in 
deners of the flesh , & fyght againſtthe 
rio thirofi out of all doubt you hall 
lue, & you hall corinue iD the lifethat 
you hatic receiued by the benefite of 
Chrilt,who is the life of the faithfull,c- 
uen in whoſe, minds the quickning pi- 
rit vttereth his power, . | 

R.-Hcreafter I will bid ſache doubs 
finges farewell , and ſifrbertcr both wy 
ſelfc and my doings, and not pelde mine 
eares ſoopen to ſuch as do lefſen anddi- 
rainif the cffectualncs of the holy ghod: 
who alfo(co th'incent their maners may 
anſwore their doctrine)are wonte often- rf 
times.to bzag of the preſence of Gods || ** 
ſpirite in thcir hartes, when as they be rater 
d20wned in the filthpnes of ſin aud wi 
ked dotugs. - 

P, Letothers alone,& ſtand to thine ce1uc 
owne tackling, and keepe this rule in 
examining thy ſelf: that as many as are 
Ied,moued, & ruled,not by their owns Goc 
vr-brydled luſts,but by Gods pirit,they | 
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be Gods children , And beleeue me,he 
that is not ſure of this being Gods 
child ;can nother be ſayd to be regene- 
rated, norin any wiſeſatiſfy the accuſa- 
tions ofthe Jaw, as which requyrethan 
abſolutg and 2 oe rightuouſnes inall 
ojats at our had, which we beneuer a- 
le toperform,cxcept the power of the 
holy ghoſt do worke & fulfill the thing 
invs which he requireth in his law, ' 
R.- Syrely it is anonuerhard thing fo} 
| vsro gine our ſelnes continually to the 
keeping of Hads lawe, ſpecially ſith wo 
de trenched in with lo greate ſinfulneſſs 
ofourficlhe, wheruntothe pureneſſe of 
Gods law is quite contrarp. A 
' P, What have you-novv. todo vvith 
the lavy,or vvith the condenation ther- 
of?For (cing you be greffed into Chriſt 
and indued vvith his ſpirit, you recetue 
no morethe ſpiriraf bodage , that you 
ſhoulde haue to deale vvith the lavv.as 
you had in timespaſt: but you hate re- 
ceived the ſpirite of adoption of Gods 
children, I meane the ſpirit of fredoc & 
of the loue of God, wherby we perceluc 
Gods goodnefſſe to be ſo great that vve 
M.uj. not 
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not onely call yppon him, but alſo one 
vntohimwith invvarde! familiaritie & 
boldneſſe,and with earneſt loue,as vn: 
to our father, Noye hee that hath this 
ſpirite of adoption applieth himſelf to 
the keeping of the law,notas a hireling 
hope of rewarde, or for feare. of pu- 
niſhment, but willingly as a ſonne. 
"NR, Jam of opinion that wee cannot 
call Bod father, ſo ſafely, ſo boldiy,and 
folwetely, but by. the bzeathing of his 
ſpiriteſvpon. vs; whole recozde is moſte 
certen, aSthe whiche is greater than all 
retozde of man;3Sut J-pzay you whicht 
arc theothermarks af our regeueratid: 
FP, Surely euentheynward matjonsof 
Gods ſpiritewil bc no doubttull fignes 
of ourregeneration.in Chriſt, Forgods 
ſpirit witneſſeth inwardly to our (pitt, 
that we be gods children by grace and 
adoption, as who' are, pattakers of. his 
dinine nature. by the fame fpitite.in 
Chriſt,” trek «firerv p<: ICT | 
R. Youtell me of a great dignitie. : 
-P, Truly ſo 1sit. Andif we bc childre, 
thermuſtit needes bee confeſſed that 
vethall be hciresalſo : verily the _ 
na Ha 0 


fc 
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of God, bicauſe we be his children,and 
fllowheires with Chriſt bicauſe we be 
his brethren. bs 

R, De that hath ſuche a reco2de in him 
ſelfe,neithcr waucreth,noz ſtaggereth in 
his minde . 1But what other inwarde 
motions require you in the regenerated? 

P, That they ſhould knowe theſelues 
tobethe true members.of Chriſt , and 
enterinto the way of the.crofle armed 
with the remembraunce thereof. For 


[th it behoved Chriſteto'ſuffer , and ſo __ 


toenterinto his glory : j&is -mectcalſo 
that his members ſhould not. ſhun the 
late of their head : ſpecially conſide- 
ing how many and how great commo- 
vices ſpring vnto vs theraf. - : - 
KR. what commodities Jpzay you ? 
P, The firſt is, that if we: ſuffer with 
Uriſt, we ſhall alſo reigne with Chriſt. 
K, Truely this pzomile is very lwete, 
the wape to attayne to it is very 
dver.. Th As 
P. But I am of opinion that the ad- 
erfities which we ſuffer in this worlde, 
renot equall or coparable to the glo- 
y that ſhall be vttercd 'vpon vs 1N time 
M.v. ro 


ke 
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to come. Ele the « 


R, Unhappy cerrelle (s the ſtate ofmi, MW yvcre bre 
kinde. Foz only man fceleth ſozrowes MW they ther 
and troubles, onlp man beareth allthin- MW therhral: 
ges, onely man growcth, only man'is MW made lik 
vexed and pinethawap, -* ' _ W libertie i 

P. Nay rather if you beholde th I ſhing,wh 
frame of the whole worlde aduiſedy, WW appearet 
you ſhall ſee that all kinde of thinges, IM grone a1 
yea cucn of the ſenfleſle creatures, doo I day, and 
with very great, thoughtfull;andvehe- WW ment, T 
ment defire long for the difcozericot WW complay 
Gods children;bicauſethar being very i R. Su 
neere of kin-ro vs, they deſire our full I ferable, 
and perfeQ glory: and alſo'bioaufcthat Iſ tures be 


day they themfetues alſo ſhal: be repa- i P?. Nat 
red NE Cornet . 14127 » MF eventhe 
FR; wyp' (o-2 - tf their fel 
P, Bicauſe the nature of thinges 15 I ofthis c: 


ſabic to vanittc and corruption, not IU ray. Fo 
willingly (for that is again their nw I things, 
tural} liking) but for his ſake by whom I ſuffer & 
they be ſo made {ubie& to decay.:Fo! © Apoſtle 
God is contented that they ſhall dec ſpirit,ys 
to doo vs fernice withall , howbeit 10 I nyotwit! 
hope that they ſhall come muche more iſ thatwe 
= beautifull, and lefſe ſubieR to - adoptic 
L | c 
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fle the delire of an euerlaſting ſlate 
were bred in them in vayne, Therfore 
they themſelues alſo ſhall be ſet free tro 
thethraldome of deſtruction, and bee 
made likewife immortall,and inioy hike 
libertie, in that they ſhall be from peri- 
ſhing,when the glory of Gods children 
appeareth. For we know how al things 
grone and mourne with vs ynto this 
day, and ſhall doo till the day of iudge- 


ment, Therefore we haue nocaule to. 


complayne, 

R. Surely the ſtate of the godly is mt- 
kcrable, notwithſtanding that all creas 
tures be fellowes of their. afflictions. 

P, Nay verily, the faithfull haue alſo 
even the chiefe pillers of godlines,to be 
their fellowes, and not only partakers 
ofthis croſſe, but alſo Comes inthe a- 
ny. For not onely the very nature of 
things, which is inferiour to man,dothe 
luffer & beare with him : but cuen vre 
Apoltles vvho haue the firſt fruits of the 
ſpirit,yea & that ingreat abundice,are 
notwithſtading ſo opreſſed with labor, 
that we ſigh at our harts,loging for the 
optid of gods childre,til it beshewed 


openly as it Shal 
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ſhall.be in the life to come, and forth? 
fctring of our bodies free from deſtry® 
tion, vvhich ſhall come to palſe wh 
weriſe againe. 


 R Are pon the cheefe blaſers abzoad of 
the Solpell ſabicct to ſufferings aſwell 
as other men 2 | 
P, See you not how I am caſt into this 
pryſon for the Goſpels ſake ? neitheris 
there any cauſe why you ſhouldeyther 
be offended or wonder at it. For weebe 
not yet come to the poſseſsing of oure 
happineſfe, but by hope. For onely in 
hope are we tiow ſafe. But when we bee 


once in heauen, we ſhall ſee God,nota- 


- Ny tnore by fayth, but openly face to 


*J 


face, and then we ſhall be without both 
labour and hope, For the hope that is 
ſcene is no. hope. For hope is a wayting 


. for an abſent good thing that is longed 


for. For how 1s it poſsible that a mat 
ſhould hopefor the thin g that he ſecti 
& hath ? Then if we hopefor thething 
which we ſee not: it is to be confeſſed, 
that we poſſeſſe not'the thing as yer but 
by faith,but-thatwe wait for it through 
patience, and that hope feedeth vs. 


R. Tt 
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R. Toconfefſe the truth, the aduerſt- 
ties which the pzofellozs of Lhziſtes re- 
ligion ſuffer, ſceme to me to paſſe oure 
ſtrength, and therefoze I] thinke wee be 
carſeable to beare them, 

?P, You haue a vety preſent remedie 
prepared for this weakneſſe. For the 
pirite helpeth our infirmitie, ſpecially 
nasking and obteyning the gift of pa- 
tience and yprightneſse of minde at 
Gods hande, For although we be rege- 


nerated and indued with Chriſtes ſpl- 


ite: yet notwithſtanding vve be ſo op- 
preſsed vvith ſorrovy, vvhen vve be af- 
flited after that maner, that vve vrote 
not hovy topray as vve ſhould do. But 
the ſpirite praycth for vs with vnutte- 
rable ſighes. | 

R, Jthinke that by the yame ofpirife, 
you meane that part which beeing rene- 
wed in vs by Lhaift, infozceth it ſelfe co 
theglozy of God. Fo2 ont of that bythe 
working of the holy Ghoſt in vs, there 
poceedeth a certen inwarde and ſecrete 
delirouſnefſe of Gods glozy, which ſup- 
plicth the roome of ſupplication befoe 
0d, and thercfoze it is true that —_ 


| 
t 
| 
| 
k 
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this maner the ſpirite pzayeth fo; yg; 
though we diucrs tines perceiue itngt, 
P. It is inough that God vyhich ſex. 
cheth mes harts,knovveth & alloweth 
the ſecret meaning of our ſpirit, vwhich 
prayeth for Chriſtes holy & true mem. 
bers at Gods appoyntment; | 

R, Surely amoſte excellent comforts 

of the godly; ſithe they knowe that their 
ſalnation can not in any wile be letted 
oz hindered by the aduerſities of this 
wozlde, ; 

 P, Nayrather vnto ſuch as loue godal 
things turne to their benetite,vvhether 
proſperity or aluerſitie befall them, 

R. OJoſt cxcellent (as pou reponte)is 
the deſert of ſuch as lone Bod. 

P. Avvay vvith all mention of mans 
deſertin Gods ſight. For by Godsgrace 
are vye vyhatſocyer vve be, by vvhoſc 
purpoſe and appoyntrment they becal- 
ledfoorth asmany as loue god through 
the vvorking of Chrittes ſpirite; Forto 
the intent you may knovy vvhom God 
hath forcknovyen, he hath alſoappoin- 
tcdthemto belike to the image of 
ſonne,that Chriſt him ſelf might bethe 
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ootten,the principall, andthe chiefe 
2mong many brethre. Herevpon ſprin- 
geth beleefe in God, herevpon ſprin- 
2th loue tovvards god, herevpd (prin« 
eth hope of cuerlaiting life,and finally 
Leg ſpringeth the” calmneſfle of 
mind,the-long ſuffcrace,&-the chereful 
tiece of the eleR intheit aduerſities, 
8, Rowe JF plainelp vnderſtande the 
cauſe why many being ſtrike with feare 
ofthe crofſe,lcape backe from the Lhzt- 
ſian religion, and will not holde ont to 
the ende. Fox thep want the foundation 
oftrue godlines, namely gods election 
calling, by reaſon of their wickedneſſe. 

P. You haue hit the nayle on the 
head, For who God hath predeſtinated 
atter the maner aforeſaid,them hath he 
ao called from heauen. And whom he 
hath ſo called,them hath he alſo iuſti- 
tied, not onely by not imputing their 
ins to them, by releaſing & forgiuing 
their wicked dedes, &by concring their 
Iniquities : but alſo;by imparting 'the 
ſpirit of righteonſnes vnto them : & he 
hath take them to him to be his friends 
and children, & garniſhed the with ver- 
: fUCcs 
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tues and giftes of grace, And vyhon | 

hath ſo made rightuous and _—_ 
them alſo hath he glorified, in this lis 


- inhope; and in the other lyfe ih rery 


37, 


deede, + 

. &. Surcly FJ amrauiſhed with great 
admiration to heare you diſcourſing of 
thelcmattcrs. Foz what can'we ſayty 
theſe things ? what can the wiſdome, q 
(toſpeake mote rightly) the diftruſtful- 
neſſe of our fleſhe obtecc 2 Fot if God, 
who hath choſen, called, inſtified,  gle- 
rified vs be on our ſide, who ſhallbe 4 
gaypnſt vs 2 who can epther ſhut vs ont; 


- 92 plucke vs backe from ſaluation? 


32 


_ Þ. Ingood footh no man. Specially 
ſecing that God hath loued vs ſogreat- 
ly, that he hath not fpared his ovyne 
ſonne, but hathe giuen him vptothe 
Croſle for vs all. And fith the caſe ſtan- 
deth ſo my brother; hovye hall 'henot 
yu vs all otherthings vvith him ? For 
ovy is 1t po(cible that he vvhich giveth 
the chiefethings; should not g1ue the 
appurtenancesalſo? | 
| R. Thelereaſons of yours Pauleart 


moltplayne,and full of comfort, Fa L 
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them it appeareth that your fozeſapde 
qrownd is truc,wherein you auow that 
they which are truely greffed into Chit 
are not itt dauager of any damnation. 

P. Whois he that maye accuſe Gods 
choſen, when God himſelf who is both 
almighty and a moſt louing father ac- 
quiteth them?Who ſhall condemne vs, 
ſeeing that Chriſt Teſus hath dyed for 
y3,andclenſed our finnes, and moreo- 
ver is riſen agein , and triumphing ouer 
linne and death hath conueied his righ- 
tuouſneſſe vnto vs, and aſcending y 
into heauen ſitteth at Gods right _ 
and being indued with full powerde- 
fendeth vs? Who ſhall plucke vs from 
Gods loue?Who(ſay I )ſhall cauſe vs to 
doubt or not beleeue that God louerth 
v?or that we being poſſeſſed with ſuch 
miſbeleefe, shoulde not loue him ? Can 
aduerſitiedo it ? Can nakedneſſe ? Can 
perill:Can ſword? My brother, an{were 
you nothing to this geere ? Se you not 
the ſame thinge to-be fulfilled in ys 
which is wtitten, and that we may truc- 
ly fay as oure forefathers cryed vnto 
God , namely that vve as vvell as they 
| N.,j. that 
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that vvent before vs are dayly putts 
death for our Gods ſake,and areinc{ 
as ſheepe appoynted to the ſlaughter, 
and yet want mother fayth nor lone for 
all that ? Nay rather both in theſe and 
inall other aduerfities vve get the vp. 
per hande, and that not by oure ovne 
wit, nor vppon truſte of oure ovvne 
ſtrength , nor pufted vp vvith opinion 
of our ovvne vertue or deſcruings: but 
through'him vvho of his ovvne meere 
goodnefle,grace and fauour,hath loued 


R. Theſe pzoofes of true faith doſo 
moue mp mpnd?e,that hencefozth I wyll 
not [ct a ſtrawe by the thzeatninges and. 
ſcaringes ofonre Emperonrs , 02 (too 
ſpeake more rpghtly ) of oure ryzantes, 
as whoſc power may ſhewe crueltieto i 
th: body, butnot phicke the myndefrom his 1 
fayth and the lone of Bod. 


P, Novv to make an ende of thys _ 
treatiſe of inſtification , I am fully pet- haue 
[vvaded that vve whiche are borne 4 teat 
nevy and greffed into Chriſte , ate ne- and? 
ucr overcome, nother by death, nor by ther 
lyte, nor by anye other thing that cal 


hap- 
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happett to vs alyue or deade, yea Iam 
fully perſwaded , that nother Angels, 


nor Principates , nor potellates, nor 


things preſent, northings to comeznor 
highties, nor lowdneſle, nor any other 
of all the things that are 1n nature,is a- 


ble toplucke vs from the louc of God. 


whichers in Chriſt Ieſus our Lord, and 


muche lefſe that any tormentes of ty-+ 
rantes, be they neuer ſo cruell, cat 


dryue vs ayvaye from the profcfiing of 


Chriſt, | 
R. By thys poure diſcourſe Þaulc? J 
percemte well, not onely the lone thac 
Sod beareth vs, but alſo the conſtancie, 
edfaſtneſſe , and ſtableneſſe chereof, in 
lomnch that J am Cure it cannot by any 
neancs be bzought too paſſe, that Bod 
ſhoulde not loue vs in Lhuiſt Jcſis as 
his members , o2 that we ſhonlde not 
alwayes louc him againe. Dow bet, 
as J] perceiue by the ozdcr which you 
haue ſet downe , you haue hytherto 
[teated of Lhziſten ryghtuonſnclle , 
and you hanc ſhewed plapnecly that no- 
ther- the Bentyles can become cleere 
by keepinge of the lawe of nacure; 
Nat. noz 
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no: the Jewes by the wozkes of thelaw 
waitten, bycanſc none of both them per: 
forwmeth the comaundements of Boyg 
will to the full, which require tobe keyt 
to the vttermoſt tittle. And therfoze there 
is offcred vs a molt pzeſent remedy by 
the preaching of rhe Boſpel, namely that 
we may becomme rightuons by belee- 
ning in Lhuiſt, E being indned with his 
ſpirif giue our ſelues wholly to the dne- 
ties of obedience,ſo as at length we may 
attainc enerlaſtinghappines with Lhil 
thChead of all the faithfut{.1But now re- 
mayneth the greateſt hardeneſle of this 
Epiſtle. Fo2 if incn be inftificd by fayth, 
and Lhyiſt belong but onely to the bele- 
uers: vndoubtedly then is the ſeed of 1- 
baham caſt of. Foz(as you yourſelflee) 
very few of Abzahams ſced receiue Lhii 
ſts doctrine. wherups it c6meth to pallt 
that ſome ſaye flatly that this Jeſus of 
Nazarcth 1s not the true Meſſias that 
was p2omilſed to the people of Jſraell: 
and otherſome affirmc that he is the true 
Mcſſtas , but that Bod abydeth notby 
his promiſes, but reiecteth it at his ples 
lure . Now fozaſmuchas none of both 
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theſe thinges (as I! thinke) is true 2 I 
would fayne vnderſtande the doubts of 
this treatiſe, which pou intitled of electis 
on,02 ofthe calling of the Bentyles, 

P. As for the caltingpf or(to ſpeake Cha .9. 
more ryghtly ) the vnileleete of myne 
owne countreymen-I cannot ſpeake of 
ityvithout greefe of mind. For [ ſaythe 1 
truth in Chriſt vvithout lying , and my 
conſcience beareth me witneſ{? of it by 4@.g.: 
the holy ghoſt, that I am ſtricken vvith ;,Co. 15.7 
great greefe and continuall ſorrovy of 2 
mynde, to remember and beholde the 
blindnes and deſtruRion of the Iewes, 
For I coulde fynde in my harte to be a 
ſtraunger vnto Chriſt for my brethrens 
| fake, vvhichare my kinſtolke as1in re- ; 
ſpe& of humane nature:So gret, ſo car- 
neſt , and ſo vnfained louc doo beare 
them, For the Iſraelites come of Gods 
tholed and choſen people, towhom bc- Roc2.14) 
long the adoption and couenaunts, to Epr.2, 12.1 
whom the lavy & ſeruice of God were 
giuen,to vvhom the promiles yvere gt” 
uen, and finally of whoſe fathers Chriſt S 
cameasconcerning his manhod. Forin 


that he is the coeternall and coeflentiall 
N.ijj. ſonnc 


. others that blame God of vnconſtancy, 
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ſonne of God, heis God tobe prayſed 
aboue all things for cuer, Amen, Hei 
the tnue Mcilias , the verie Sauiour, the 
very mediator betwene God and man, 
euTin ſpyte of the powers of hell, Ther. 
fore there is no cauſe why anye man 
Should call it in queſtion , whetherle. 
ſus of Nazareth be the very ſame Mel. 
fas that was promiſed tothe children 
of Iſrael}, And wheras you ſay there are 


ſurely lam forv forit, Forthaterrour 
{pringeth of the not knowingot Gods 
dctermination , vvhereby he did once 
decree in hisovvne myndce , that none 


Should be ſaued but the beleuers, And 


wheras the Iewesſurmiſe the ſaidepro- chil 
mifetobe)ong only to themſelues they R.* 
vtterly miſtake their markeas they lay, mile 
Nother can their vnbelcefe blame god P. 
of \nconſtancy ,as though hys woord neſl 
: had falne to the grounde : For not all my 
they which are borne of 1iracl by fcthly diff 
deſcent, are trite and choſen liraclites: es 
notker folloyveth it that bycauſe they all 
be'Abrahams offprins,, thereforethey ve 
areall Abrahams true and natural chil m; 


dren 


to the Romanes, CAP.9. a, 


dren, that is to ſay, faithfull, deſcended 
ofthe father of the faithfull , But of [- _ 
faac (ſayth God to Abraham) $hall thy g, + x 2 
offpring take their name : whiche ts all py, ,; 2g 
oneasit he $hould ſay,they shall not be 
called Abrahams children which $hall 
come of thee by [ſinael thy fleshly ſon: 
But the children whiche are thine in 
deede and whiche $hall be called the 
children of God,are they that shall c0- 
vey their pedegree from Iſaac the ſon 
of the ſpirit rather than of the flesh, To 
conclude at a yvoorde, they be notthe 
_ 0 ava , vvhichare the children 
of Abrahams body : but they that are g;, 2g 
his childre by —_ are ak the Th 
children of Abraham and of God, 
8. Truly this your ſaying of gods p30s 
miſe, ſemeth new & ſtraſige to y Jewes, 
P. Vndoubtedly their owne blynd- 
nefſe is the cauſe of thiserrour, and not 
my true interpreting of the, which they 
difame with nouelty:forthe propheſt- 
es & ſermos of the prophets do cotinu- 
ally teach & inforce this decre of the e- 
verlaſting god, Bur leaſt my coutrimen 


may coplaine of my ſayings:let vsloke 
N. lilij. nar- 


9 


TY 70b.1,12 
| | oþ.3.15. 


had the ptefermene and dignity hy 
| = TS f 1 


T be Epiftle of S. Paule 
narrowlyer vppon Gods ſayinges, The 


Ge,17,10 vvords of ghe promilesare theſe: I yyl1 


viſit thee at this tyme(ſayth God ynto 
Abraham ) and Sara $hall by my fauour 
baue a ſonne, notwithſtanding thathhe 
be barren and both of you be ſtryken 
in yeares, Therefore ye ce that vnder 
this figure of Iſaac & Iſmaell, God did 
shadow and shevy aloofe, his freecho- 
ſing of all beleeuers, whether they were 
Iewes or Gentyles,that by that meanes 
he might make it knower?that he is the 
God of all men, both 1cvves and Gen. 
tyles, and that he gathereth hischoſen 
indifferently out of both peoples, not 
by fleshly generation, but by belecefe of 
the promiſe and by acceptation. 

KR. But the Jewes thinke the caſting 
off of Jſmaell and ofthe Jſmaclitesto 
haue another cauſe, namely the mothers 
birth : Foz as yon knowe , Agar was a 
bondwoman of Egips. and but Abzahis 
concubtne.and not his cheefe wyfe. And 
therefoze hir iſſew had not lpke right as 
was graunted to the childzen of Sara. 
Fo2 this cauſe Jſaac and Jſaacs offpzing 
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gectpeople : and Jſmaell with his pos 
feritie mo2e caſt off, : 
P, I will not novy diſpate of the law- 
fulneſſe of the mariage betweene Abra- 
ham-and Agar, and muche lefle of the 
right of the iſſue that came of it : But 1 
yillleaue that queſtion,and alledge rhe 
another whiche they can not gaynſay. 
Ferthe figure of the choſen and of the * xg 
altawayes is ſet foorth,and gods euer- 
laſting decree ouerſhadowed, and after 
aſort locked vp, not onely in Saraand Gey,z25, | 
dears iſſue, but alſo in- Rebecca, vyhen 2x. ; 
ſhe was with child with a paire of twins, 
namely Iacob and Eſau,by our father 1- x x, 
lac, For when they were yet vaborne, 
Ctherefore had done neither goodnor 
ewll, tothe intent that gods determi- 
nation ſhould Rtand faſt concerning his x » 
fee election , vvithout any reſpeR of 
orkes or deſertes, but onely that the 
tee fauour of the caller might appeare 
nd abyde, God tolde Rebecca that Gene. 25, 
heelder should ſerue the yonger. 23. 
R. J remember A haue read this an- 
were of Bod vnto Rebecca in the firit 
ooke of the Lawe. Fox there Moyles 
5 N.v. decla- 


. 
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Ga/.3. 24 declareth, thar #xebecca prayed to G4 
that ſhe might conceyne , and obteyu 
bir p2ayer, 3But when the child:en ſtrow 
in hir wombe, (hc wiſht rather tohane 
dyed fyan to be in ſuche papnc,and ther: 
fo2e lhe reſorted againc to Bod forcouns 
ſaple,of whom (he recciyed this anſwer: 

| T wo nattons are tn thy womb,and fwy 
pcoples ſhall be denided ont of thy belly 
of the which the one ſhall be a areate 
man than the other, and the elder ſhall 
ſernc the ponger. Afterward (as Moſes 
declareth) when the time of hir 22line- 
raunce was come, ſhe was delineredof 
two, of whom the firſt came ont all red, 
and like a hearie rugge, and he was na 
med &Sſau. Then came out his bother 
holding E£ſan by the hecle with his hand 
_ he was named Jacob, J take thistd 
the ozder of the ſtozie , which you af 
_ to be thefigure of che chooſing of 
= ow. and of che caſting away of 
- ox But how thels things were 
: = illed, accozding to the preſence of 
| - E—_ Fcan no ſkill at all, 

Baz. 6 s or ſhall vnderſtande that by the 

741, 1,2 ſaying of. the Prophet Malachie,whoſe 
N words 
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tothe Romanes, CAP.9. 


words are theſe : 11oue you, ſayth the 
Lorde. And if you aske in whom I loue 
you : was not Eſau Iacobs brother, ſaith 
the Lorde ? yet loued I Iacob, and 
hated Eſau , and layde his mountaynes 
waſte , and made them a poſſeſs10n 
of Dragons, and a vvilderneſſe, And 
if the Edomites vvhiche are vvaſted 
determine vvith them ſelnes to builde 
yp. agayne the thinges that are bro- 
ken doyvne, thus ſayth the Lorde God 
of hoſtes : if they buylde vp, I vvyll 


pull dovvne, and they ſhall bee called 


theendes of iniquitic, and the people 
agaynſt yvvhom the Lorde. is vvrothe 
tor euer. Which thing vyhen you your 
ſelucs beholde vvith your ovvne eyes, 
you ſhall ſaye that the Lorde 1s to.bee 
magnified throughout the borders ot 
Iſraell, 

R, Soothly a harde ſaying, but yet 
moſtinſt as J\ thenke, bothe in the figure 
and in the patterne. Foz theſe iudgec- 
mentes of Bod are to bee honozed ra- 
ther than too bee ouer curionlly ſear- 
hed: And J am fully and thzoughly 


perſwaded, that oure deſſructyon 
| com- 
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conmmeth of our ſelues, and onr (alu; 
tion of God. But fozaſmuche ag wed 
bcere deale with the caſe of Jacobs p- 
ſteritie, which faſten al the whole anker: 
hold of their ſaluation in their anncetrie, 
Lircumciſion, wotks, and deſerts of ful 
filling the law ; ſurely we muſt needes 
anſwere their obtcctions , For if God 
do caſt vp the people of the Jewes whi 
he had once choſen, and take to him the 
£BHentiles,acco2ding as Eſan was deſpi- 
ſed,and Jacob the ponger b2other was 
choſen to the digmtie of the birthright: 
vndoubtedlp there ſecmcth to be accep- 
ting of perſons with god, if there benot 
inconſtancie. rhat ſhall we ſay tothelt 
things Paule 2 Shall wce graunt the 
Jewes that therc is parcialitic in God: 
. P, Farrebeitfrom God that he ſhuld 
be partiall , howbeit that the indiffe- 
rencic of Gods doings dependeth not 
vpon vs,nor vpon our thoughts. butto 
the intent to ſtop theſe brablers mou- 
thes with Gods worde , and thatthe? 
may know that God is the God of all 
Nations, and will haue all belecuers t 
| belaued: fre what is anſwered to VO 


to the Romans, C AP. 9, 85 


stalking to God in theſe words : Be- 
hold (ſayth he)thou ſayeſt to me,leade Exo, 339 
this people, and thou haſt not ſhevved 12, 
mewhom thou wilt ſende with me,and 
thou ſayeſt that I am knowen to thee 
by name,and that T am highly 1n thy fa- 
vour, Therefore if I bee in thy fauour, 
teache me thy way, that I may knowe 
thee, and that I may be ſure that I am 
inthy fauour,conſfider alſo therwithall 
that this nation is thy people. 
R, As who ſhould ſay that God 1s not 
the Bod of all Nations. o2 that he had 
determined to beftowe the treaſures of 
his mercy and goodnes vpon none but 
only the Jſraelices. 
P, Heareout the reſidue. Then the 
Lord faid,I my ſelfe will go with thee, 
& piue thee reſt. And Moſes anſwered, 
ſurely vnlefſe thou go with vs,I had le- 
uer we might not go hence at all, But 
wherby ſhall we dfcerne that I and thy 
run are in thy fauour ? Shall it not 
by thy going with vs, that ſo I and 
oP people may excell all Nations on 
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he is Gods miniſter,he cannot be refi; 
ſted with a good conſciency, 
P. That 1s my judgement, Andfor 
that cauſe to $hew the inwarde obedi. 
entnes of your mynd and your bounde 
duety , you paye tribute to your magi- 


Ma. 17,22 ſtrats. For they be Gods miniſters (cr: 


uing to take charge of the como welth, 
in puniſhing offendersand in prayſin 
7 the giltleſſe. Therfore yeeld yee vntoe- 
uery ma that which is his due;:to whom 
ye owe tribute, pay tribute:to whome 
cuſtome,cuſtome : to who ye owe awe, 
pay aweand obedience : to whom ho- 
nor, honor,according as is due toal ſu- 
periours 

K. : © Paule, ifyou wiſt howe many # 
how great ſnits in law there are among 
vs about the yelding and paying of tr 
butes and cuſtomes: ſurely you woulde 
wonder. Foz ther are a great ſozt, whith 
vnder petence of chziſtian libertic, vp? 
holdeY there is no pzop2iety ofgoods, i 
thereupon they ſnatch all that comes in 
their waye , ſtirre vp ſtrife, are trouble: 
ſome to the magiſt;ares , crye onte t00 
baneall thinges incomon , and _ 
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tothe Romanes, Cap! 2, 


caine quarreiles and bzanles, Againe 
there are another ſoztc, which to confrite 
theſe opinions , behaue themſelues ſo 
pinching and nigardly in all things, thar 
be it ryghte and w2ong, they rake othcr 
mens goods to them by ſewing # plca- 


ding at thelaw, 
P, Both ofthem beeuill. But I 


vill chevv you how it may be brought 
too paſle that there ſhall be verie fewe 
ſutesand aftions among you : namely 
ifyou order your lyues in ſuchwyſe, as 


114. 


no man may. tuitlye demaundeaughte . J... 


at your handes ,fauing that one thing, 
vrhich we ovve one vnto another by a 


certeine euerlaſting bonde throughe g 


thelaw of charity . Therefore ovve no 


man anye thing , ſauing that you loue _ 


one another. For belecue me, the cauſe 
why theſe quarrells and branles ryſe a- 
mong you, 15 for that charitye and bro- 
thetlye loue are become faynte and 
colde. But I vvill gyue you this glance 


by the vvay, that loue is the content Ex, 20.4 
of the lavv. For he that loueth another De, 5.15, 
bath fulfilled the lavve. For theſecom- Le. 19. 18, 


maundementes, thou ſhalt not commit 
R.iij. adultry 


» | > 


k hauetothankeGodslyght,thatyoudo 
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T he Epiitle of S. Paule 


Ma 22, 36 adultry,thou ſhaltnot kill , thou hats 


not ſteale,thou shalt not beare falſyit. 
nes,thou shalt not couet, and whatſce. 
ver commaundement els is, is compre- 


| hended breefly in this ſaying, thou $halt 


loue thy heighbour as thy ſelf. Forloue 
hurteth nota mans neighbour. Tobe 
Shorte, eitherI am vtterly deceiued,or 
els charity is the fulfilling of the lavy, 

' NR. Good Bod, J wote not by what v 
mill deſtinye it falleth out,that now ſince 
we tmbzaced Lhaiſtes doctrine,bzother- 
ly lone is lcfſe lpuely among vs, thanit 
was befote . Foz befoze, when we were 
as good as ouerwhelmed with the dark- 


_ neſſce of tquozance, & walked in the miſte 


of ſuperſiition and falſe wozſhipping of 
Bod, there ſeemed to be ſuche conco2de, 
ſtchloue, and ſuch following of vertue, 
that wicked luſts conldnotreigneſo as 
ve fee thep do now. 

'P. My brother , the preaching ofthe 


_ Gofpell is not to be blamed for it, that 


you be becomme worſe ſince the recet- 
Bing of it'Cif atleaſt wiſe ye be become 
worſe,as you ſay ye be) : but rather you 


ow 
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to the Romans, cAPI3, 115 


novye better diſcerne that former lyfe 
of yours. For counterfet charitic deſer- 
ueth not the name of charitie : and co- 
lored pretence, of honeſtie is nother 
prayſed nor allovved of God. Therfore } x 
novy that you be inlightened vvith the 
lyght ofthe Goſpell, gyue your ſelues 
totrue charitie and to true honeſty, yea 
and that vvith conſideration of the 
needefulneſſe thereof, in aſmuch as it 18 
novy hygh time toawake from ſleepe. 
| Fornovv that the coeternall and coe(- 
{entiall ſonne of God being made man 
Is appeared to the woorlde, ſaluation 1s ' 
neererto vs than when vve vveenedall 
things to be in ſafety. Alſo wehauepro- 
ceeded further in godlineſle as novve, 
than vve had doone at the beginning 
when vve firſt beleued the goſpell. The 
night of ignorice is gone, & the day of 
heuely light is come. Therfore let vs put 12 
on the armour of light, that being clo- 
thed with chriſte vertues,we may walke 13 
honeſtly as it becometh folk togoa day 
times : and let vs behaue our {clues as1t | 
becoeth the godly. Let vs not giue our Ln.21.24 


ſelues to fealting & drakenes,let vs not 
R.illf. yycltcr 


: 
: 
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weltcr in ſloughtulneſle, let vs not coc. 
ker our ſelues in wantoneſſe, let vs not 
gyue occaſion of quarreling and bray- 
l:nglet vs not gine heed to ſpiting, hart 
burning or enuy:but let vs chefly firein 
all the ſ1newes of our wittes to the put- 
ting on of our lord Teſus Chriſt; andlet 
therebe ſuch an earneſt indcuer of holi 
neſſe in vs,& ſo great charity, that ſuch 
a5 ſe vs, may ſay they hane ene the true 
members of Chriſte . Therefore inany 
wiſe be not carefulll for the fleshe too 
fulfylt the luſtes thereof, but rather 
ſcekefor the peace and 10ye of the ſpi- , 
rite. For by that meanes, you hall 
through Gods inſpiration , not onlyo- 
bey your magiſtrats, bur alſo mainteine 
muttzall love among your ſelues. 

. "R; If the profcſſers of the Soſpell 
wouldframe their mantrs after this 02- 
der;their exiple wold allure very many 

To tmb2ace 'the heanenly truth. But fo0 

ſpcakcplaincly as the matter requy2cth, 
ourlicentions lining ſcarcth y minds of 
the ignozant fromthe receming of the 
Boipefl. Againewhat ſhall J tell yon 
0: rhe conterttions and — 
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to the Romanes, CAP.14, 


thatare among vs , euen vnto rapling 
and falling ont,abonut indifferent ccre- 
montall things * The keeping whereof 
can (as I beleue) inake men neither bet- 
ter in themſclues, noz mote acceptable 
to God. As ſoone as this church of ours 
at Kome was growen together , there 
ſtept vp certein men epther diſcended of 
the Jewes, 02 which had bin conuerſant 
1nJewzy,o2 (whiche J rathcr belecue) 
had becne trapned vp by the Doctors of 
Jeruſalem, Theſe J ſay did ſo earneſtly 


and vehemently v2ge the Leremonics of -- 


Moyſcs Lawe, the choyce of meates,the 
keeping offeaſts and holpdays,and ſuch 
othcrlike things, that they troubled and 
turmopled all things with their zeale. 
My countreymen on the other ſide, lea- 
ning as it were of ſet purpoſe to the con- 
trarte part, eſteeme all meane things af 
nought, and which wozle ts, do diſdeine 
the teachers and p2ofcſſors of them, and 
lkozme them with vnſeemely mockages. 

?P, Eyther of them bothe do offende, 
by ſticking too ſtifly to partaking, per- 
aduenture cuen agaynſt their ovvne 


conſciences, But as for you profefſors 
R.v. of 


116 
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of true godlineſſe, if you wiſhe to hae 


quiet conſciences, andTo giue no occa. 
ſion of ſtumbling : kepe thee precepts 
in meane or indifferent things, 1fany 
among you be weake in faith, and hath 
not the true chriſtian libertie,ſuccorye 
him without any doubrfulnes of mind: 
not byentring into debate and diſpu- 
tation with him, but rather by meelde 
and patient teaching of him, For ſome 
man that is perfect in fayth , belecucth 
that he may cate all things, ſo they be 
not hurtfull by nature to Lis body.But 
he that is weake in fayth, cateth herbe 
or ſuch flesh as is not forbidden in Mo- 
ſes law. Therfore let this be the lavvea- 
mong you, Let not him that vſeth the 
liberty of the goſpel incating of al kind 
of meates,deſpiſe him that torbearcth 
ſome kinds,and eaterh not of all alike, 
For it is not lawful to deſpiſe Chriſtesli- 
ving memberthough he be weake. Aud 
on the other ſide he that is afraideto 
vie of all ſortes of meates, bicauſe he 
hath. not ſo well profited in the know- 
ledge of the chriſtia hberty as he ought 
to hauedone,let nothim, i ſay,byS&b) 
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rebuke & condemne that party that ea- 
teth all kinds of meats. For god imbra- 
ceth both the one that eateth, and the 
other that eateth nor,as chriſts mebers, 
ſo they doit with faith, Therefore nei- 
ther he that eateth not,ci be iuſtly deſ- 

iſed, nor he that eateth bee iuſty con- 
demned, Surely if ſuch men were nowe 
before me,I would deale with them in 
ſuch words as theſe : firſt I would ſtep 
to htm that taketh ſo great authoritie 


117 


yon him, as to condemne another .. _.. 


mans ſeruant, and fay : who are you I 
beleech you that deſpiſe another mans 
Seruant ? He ſtandeth or falleth to his 
owne maſter : but he ſhall ſtand faſt, for 
God is able to make him toſtand. And 
though he fal, periſh,or bedined neuer 
ſo much: he neither falleth or periſheth 
vnto thee, but yntogod. As touching 
the choiſe of days:ſome mi bicauſe he 1s 
yer ſtill iznorir of the chriſtian bberty, 
putteth difference betwene day & day, 

preparig the feaſtful before th'nfeſttul. 

Another, bicauſc he is inlightened with 

knowledge, coiteth all daysalike, put- 


ting no differtce betwene holyday mo 
WOr- 
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workingdayes.Thechriſtian conſcience 
mult walke ſafely betwene theſe two 
extremities. For if behoueth every 
/ miantobefull aſſured in his owne con- 
ſciences : that is to wit,the ſtrong muſt 
bee ſure of his libertie, namely what 
it is, and howefarre he may ve it, A- 
gaine, the vaſtrong muſt profite dayly 
more and more,and go on ſtill forward 
in knowledge of the Chriſtian libertie. 
For by that meanes , ncither the one 
ſort ſhall abuſe gods gift, nor the other 
ſort alwayes foade themſclues in their 
owne weaknefle. To be ſhort, leteyther 
of them trye his owne conſcience aud 
intent, and let them by all meanes1n- 
deuer that whatſceuer they doo, they 
may belecueehat they do it well. 
R., Surcly right wholſome counſell, 
Foz ſolong as men hang vppon other 
mens ſayings and examples , without 
- alking connſcl of their own conſciences? 
their minds arcencr waucring, & While 
they be in doubt what to do, they bedzi- 
yen to andfroenery moment,\acco2ding 
tothe alteration of the time. 


P, You ſhall the better ynde ſtand my 
| rule, 


to the Romans, CAP.14, 


rule,if it bealightened with ſome exam- 
ples. The reaſon of like things is euer al 
one, Marke I pray you. He that maketh 
aconſcience of dayes, and putteth dif- 
ference betweene day & day,according 
tothe commandement of Moyſes law, 
dothe it out of doubt leaſt the Lorde 
ſhould be offended who had comman- 
ded adifterence of dayes in his law : for 
he hath not yetlearned the chriſtian li- 
bertie concerning the aboliſhing of the 


difference of dayes. And therfore he is -- - 


rather to be prayſed than diſprayſed: 
that he dare not do any thing without 
warrant of his conſcience, Contrariwiſe 
he that regardeth not dayes,but raketh 
all dayes to be alike , without putting 
of any difference betweene holy and 
vnholy : doth it alſo for the Lawes ſake, 
bicauſe he knovveth he may freely vic 
the liberty of the goſpel. After the ſame 
maner muſt you judge of the choyſe of 
meates. For he that catcth the meates 
that are forbidde in Moſes law, ſo he be 
indued with chriſtian libertie, cateth 
vnto the Lord, for he giueth god thiks. 


And he that abſtcineth bicauſe of the 
weak- 


IO 
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weaknes of his faith, abſteineth to the 
Lord,& giueth god thanks aſwel as the 
other. You ſcethen how both ofthen 
do honor god,& that god only (if you 
conſider the whole matter throghly) is 
the iudge of. both thoſe doings. There- 
fore you ſee it is reaſon that wee ſhould 
beate downethis loftines of our minde, 
wherthrogh we either deſpiſe or codene 
one another, & leaueall power of ind- 
ging vnto god alone,cither to acquit or 
condene, ſpecially fith we beall his ſer- 
uats. For none of vsal liueth to himſelt, 
neither doth any of vs dye tohimlelte, 
For if weliue, we liue vnto the Lord:& 
if we dye, we dye vnto the Lorde.To be 
ſhort,there is nocauſe why wee ſhould 
ſtand (canning about meats, or dayes,or 
other meane things : but the cheete 
thing wherabout we ſhould imploy all 
our wits,ts that whether we liue or whe- 
ther we dye, vve may be theLords. For 
cuen for that cauſedid Chriſte dye and 
riſe agaynto lyfe,namely that he might 
beLorde both of quick and dead. Now 
then why doeſt thou ( you knovve to 


whomlT ſpeake) why doeſt thou (I ſay) 
| coln- 
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condemne thy weak brother, vvhich is 
nther worthy to be pitied than to 'be 
ſcorned,for whoſe ſaluatio Chriſt died? 
And thou that boaſteſt of thy chriſtian 
s I liberty, why art thou ſo proude to dif- 
- I dainthy brother with ſuch a lofty loke? 
1 I Surely thou oughteſt not to blame him 
: 


of ynbeleefe for that fearfull maner of 
dealing of his.: but rather coſter it with 
- Bf avelmeaning mind,& leaue theiudge- 
* I mentof 1t to god, and to his Chriite. 
torall of vs ſhall come before Chriſtes 17 
ludgemetſeat,as the holy ſayings ofthe 
holy ſcriptures vvitnes. And ſpecially E- E{;45.23 
laye ſpeaketh after this maner in the 
name of the Lord : As 1 liue (fayth the 
Lord) al knees ſhall bow to me and all 
tungs ſhal prayſe god, Secing then that 
every of vs shall pleade before god, for x, 
him ſelfe,, and not for another, howe 
happeneth it that ſo many among you 
are inquiſitiue of other mens ſalud- 
tions > Haue they ſo muche ſpare 
tyme from their ovvne matters, 4s 
to bee carefull for other mens? Now 
at lengthe too conclude, 1 praye 


you geeue oucr ſache contentions, 
an 
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and iudge not one of another, But rz. 
ther vſe 1udgement in this poynt, thar 
yg lay no ſtumbling blocks or occaſiss 
of fallings1n your brothers wayes, 

K. To vtter my minde plainely vntg 
you, J| am noc a little motned at the 
ftraungnes of this doctrine, Fox I can 
ſcarſlp pcrcetine how the ſcholmafterſhip 
of thelaw is aboliſheo by Chaiſtes bene: 
fice,from ſuch as know theliberticofthe 
goſpel. Foz pou ſay ſtil, that to y end this 
ltbercte may be vſed rightly, we muſt c6- 
lider what 1s expedicnt, that our weake 
bother map be bozne withall, & yet you 
vphold that the chziſtian libercie is not 
fotgone in lo dooinge 

P. I will make my meaning playne 
vnto you concerning this matter in few 
words. I know and am fully perſuaded 
by thelight of faith throgh Icſus chit, 
that nothing isofthe own nature vnho- 
I or vncleane, that it ſhould defile thy 
minde. Therfore it is free for thee to 
eate what thouliſteſt; ſo it agree vvith 
thy nature . For Chryſtes preſchce 
putteth awaye all ſhaddovves of the 


lawe, and all kindes of meate are _ 
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4- © andcleane to ſuch as are pure & cleane, 
at Wl thacis to wit , ro true beleuers, fo thar 
0s I nothing is of it ſelf vnholy or vncleane, 
But marke what 1 ſay,a thing is vnholy, 
onely to him that thinks it vnholy, As 
forexaple, Some mi thinks he ſinneth 
incating : now muſthe either forbeare 
eating, or els caſt away that ſuperſtiti- 
ous (crupiloſitye of his. And if he eate 
vithoute putting of it awaye oute of 
doubt he finneth. Again,if by reaſon of 
thy fre eating without making any dit- 
kerece of meats , thy: brother be offen- 
ded ſo as he thinketh amiſſe of thee, or 
aleaſtwiſe 1f he fall 'not out with thee 
openly,isrouched with i1warde _ 
ſurely now is not this deede of thine a- 
' & greing ro chriſtia charity, bicauſe thou 
eateft meats forbidden in the law,in his 
| [pine To c5clude in few words,tru- 
yall kynd of meatsare cleane of them- 
ſelues, & thou knoweſt it :and therfore 
thou maiſt frely eat of whatſoever thou 
liſt. But yet muſte this liberty of rhine 
follow charity, and thon mult forbeare 
If thou ſe that the weaklings ſhall be of - 


fended arthyne cating, For although 
S.1, thou 


1 
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thou be fre,yet art thou not compelled 
to cattbut thou art euermore boadnor 
to offend others, & therefore thou ſn. 
neſtin ſo doingifthoueate. ' 
R. Truely it is theptoperty of acrutll 
hart to \cf moe by a'pcece of meare 
by a b2others loule health. : 
P, Then deſtroye not thou hym by 
thine eating ( vvhich 13 but a vite thin 
& little or nothing vvorth ) for vvhom 
-  Chriſtdyed. In deed the fredoe ofthe 
Goſpel1s good, but yet mult you nota- 
buſe ſo ſingulara benefite to the offece 
- of others. Therfore cauſe not this good 
thing of liberty in the Goſpel, tobeill 
{ſpoken of tor-your abuſing ofit, For the 
77 kingdoe of god is not meat & drink,no 
ther coliltteth it in eating & drinking! 
But god doth rather' reigne ther where 
asis harmleſ neſſe, peace, and ioy inthe 
holy ghoſt - and thence ſpringeth god: 
lines, honeſty, and hope of the attaine- 
15 ment of cuerlaſting blyſſedneſſe. And 
truſt me truely, he that ſerueth Chriſte 
in theſe things, is both accepted of god 
and well lyked of men, | 


R, You hane fully Catiſfied my you 
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and Jeaſly agreto pou in this deſcriptis 

df gods kittgdome. Fo? J| thinke it coſt- 

leth in this point,namely in þ opening # 

inlightning of our minds in fuch wiſe by 
þ holy Bholt,as we may thzoughly per- 
ceine gods go0odnes by p light of faith, + 
with y ſame faith as w a hand, imbzace y 
mercy of onr moſt mercifull Bod in hys 
Chiiſt, p by Ymeanes we inay be inſtifj- 
ed and ſaucd , and walke reucrently ans 
awefully wa quict coſcifce in gods light; 

P. You vnderſtid the matter, Wher--- --- 
fore let vs profeſſers of the Goſpell fol- '9 
low diligently the things that ſeruefor _ 
peace & mutual edifying: & deſtroy not 
Gods worke for meates ſake, or rather 
to ſay more rightly,through thine,abu 
ſing of thy liberty. All things( as I ſaide 
euenow)are clene now that the bright- 
nes of the goſpel ſhinerh & the ſchoole- 
maiſterſhip of Moiſes Jaw is take away: 
for Chriſt hath made the cleane pure & _ 
vndefiled.But yet is ther euil in this reſ> © 
peR,ifa mi eat to the offece of another 
To be short. the mainteineror defeder 
of chriſte liberty ſins ittthat cace , not 


bycauſe he eateth what heliketh , but 
S.1}. bicauſe 
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bycauſe he eateth againſt charity, 


KR. woulde Bod that all Goſpellerg 
vnderſtosd the vle of this libcrtye, #03 
then woulde it come to paſſe , that all of 
vs woulde rather apply all our whole 
lyfe to edifp one another , thanto vannt 
of ourliberty to the greate offence of 0- 

21 thers. 

4 P, See how great account I make of 
this mutuall edifying of the godly. You 
remember what I haue ſaid of the pure- 
neſle and cleannefle of thinges in their 
ovvne nature;ro all ſuche as are pure & 
cleane : wherby you may gather thatit 
15lawefull for mee to vic any maner of 

. meatc or drinke . And yet for all this,l 
thinke it moſt diſcretion to eat no fleſh 

- Hor todrinke no wyne,nor to doanye 
thing els, whereat my brother ſtum- 
bleth,oris offended,or is made weake. 
R. It is vcryp hard foz this kyndeof 
doctrine to be hilde on both partes ,as 
well of ſuche as knowe the liberty of the 
oſpell,as of the other ſozt that arenol 

mdued with ſuch ſtrength offapth. 
”. Nay,itis very eaſie in myne opt- 
nion tor bothof them to yic this doc- 
trine 
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trine, ſo cuery of them beware of ouer- 
haſtines. Heere fir{t the caueat which is 
ry nedefull for him that hath proce- 
ded further in knowledge of the Go(- 

11, and therfore will needs ſet outhis 
chriſtian libertyzta the ſhow: Toſucha , , 
one I ſpeakeatterthis maner. Thou haſt 
fayth,kepe itto thy ſelfe before God : 
Thou (I ſay) whicharr ſtrong, and haſt 
gotten a ſure knowledge of the chriſti- 
an liberty,kepe thy treaſureto thy ſelf, 


that thou mayelt vſe it wiſely , profita« -- 


bly,and ſeaſonably. And belcue me, he 
is happy which condemneth nothim- 
ſelfe in the thing that he aloweth, For 
I know a great ſort which boaſt of chri- 
ſtian and Goſpellike liberty from the 
teeth outwarde , howbcit not bycauſe 
they feele itin deede by Gods inwarde 
teaching intheir conſciences , but by- 
cauſe they haue learned it by other 
folks talke or wrytings. But happy ishe 
whoſe xkill of allowing or diſallowing 
of thinges; commeth of the feeling of 
hys owne conſcience,by the inſpiration 
of Gods holy ſpirit, | 
R. Jknow a good ſozt ofthe ſchollers 
| &S. tif. of 
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of that ſchoole, who as ſone as they hane 
red any thing in other mens bookes, oz 
gathered aught out of their ſayinges oz 
p2eachinges , by and by as thongh they 
Had a fnll and perfect fayth in all points, 
do ſct vpponthtnges whiche they know 
nor, « finally do the thinges which their 
own conſcieces atlow nor. But toleane 
this copiaints , what caneat giue youto 

Cuch as are pet weake in faith? 
-',P © Truelya very short one, &a very 
profitable one as I ſuppoſe, Whoſocuer 
maketh a difference of meatcs , and is 
ſtilldoubtfull in his minde jf he ear, he 
is condened. The reaſon is, bycaulc he 
eateth not with faith : and whatſocuer 
is notof fayth,is fin. ThereforcVe mull 
notdoo anic thing rashly , as moued 
thereto by the onely example of other 
men, while in the mcane time our own 
coſcience wavereth : for the thing that 
1s done againſt a mans owne coſcience, 
can2t be do withourt-ſin, Therfore whe 
thowſceſt other men vic thelibertye of 
the gofpell,coſult with thine own faith 
before thou folow their exaple,& deale 
© Notwith anything which thou knowelt 
PLS. | | not 
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not by the allowiceof thine own coſci- 
ence,& by therecord of the holy Ghoſt = 
to be chroughly acceptable to Gadd. ' 


K, Now I ſec plaitnup how great dafi» C/ 


ger there is in ſetting outof chiiſten li- 
berty to þ hew,when þ foidacis of faich 
+ the feare of Bod ts not lavd afoze, fr 
whece py ſeking of btotherlp lone procee- 
deth.1But to ſay y truth, Panule,your coſi 
trymen do ouermuch hinderp courſe of 
þ golpell in our church, by holding faſt þ 
ordiniices of the law, and we thinke that 


ſuche weakelinges arenot_tobe home 


with all. Deereupon fpung bzaulingcs, 
ſirpfe,and contentions among vs. 

P, ButIthinke the contrary. For we 
that are-the ſtronger and ſtedfaſter ſort 
and areindued with a mightier faith, 
muſt beare the infirmities of the weker 
ſort & charitably cary the as you would 
ſay vppon our shoulders, And we mult 
not pleſe our ſclues, buteuery of vs mult 
pleaſe other , and ſerue his turne in all 
oodnefſe and hs 15 bounde bythe due- 
tye of charitye to ſtudy for his edifying 
and inſtruction . Whiche thing maye 


be'pathered cuen cheefly by Chriltes 
S.itij. cxample 
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example,who ſuffered all things tothe 
intent to bring vnto his father not on. 

ly the weaklings , but alſo euen hiscru- 

- .tllelt enemies, by ouercomming them 
with patience. Therfore this mediator 
betwene God and | man, cockerednot 
himſclf,ne cared to pleaſc himſelfe on. 
lye,but tooke vppon him all ſlaunder, 
P/a.6g, Teproch, and finally torment and infa, I (crip 

A mie;according to this ſaying whichthe ©] FP, 
Kingly prophet hath writte of him, the I not 
reyilingsof them that reuyled thecare Iſl of g 
Iyghe vpon me. ters 
K-: Pea? Thinkeyou that that ſaying I cue 

of Dauids is a p2opheſic of the mecſſias, MW An 
aud that the jPzophct incozageth vs too IU &cc 
patience by his example? ora 
4* P. Yeaverely.For whatſoeuer things I war 
- arewritten in the books of our foreta- I chr 
thers;arewritten to ourelearning, that I &1 
we mygtlit haue hope through patience I on 
And comfort of the ſcriptures, Forinal- I eu 
much as they-be the wordes of the holy I WI 
Ghot}, werpaſte, beleeue thatthey be I lov 
not vnprotitable or vaine,burt that they I to 
make forour inſtruion. Ch 
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he occupied in reading holy ſcriptures, 

and per p2okite ſo little in theſc vertues. 

Foz how many do knowat this day,thar 

Gods gining of krengthto the toute, is 

not to the intent they ſhould condemne 

the weake,but to p intent they ſhuld help 

them? Oz whois he alſo wbich taketh ſa 

abundant comfozte by reading the holp 

(criptures,y he fainteth not in aduerſity? 

' | ?. Theſe vertues my brother, depend 

© IF notvpon theletters, but vpon the ſpirit 

© Il ofgods word which lies hidinthelet- © 
ters : yvhich if you haue not, you ſhall 

| Bf cuer ſtick ſtil in the bark of the letter. 

» © And1pray god theauthor of patience 

&c6fort,to teach you by his ſpirit, & to 

graunt you to be al of one mind one to- 

vardsanother,after the exiple of Feſus 

ciriſt,as his dorine &exaple require: 

& that you may by that mcanes with _ 

one accorde & one mouth glorifie god, 

eve the father of our Lord 1eſuschrilt. 

Whoſe gentlenes 1 beſeech you to fol- 

low in bearing one vvith another, and Y 

to releeue the weake brethren like as 

Chriſt releeued vs, & barewith vs, only 

tothe end to glorific hisfather,and our 

KP glo- 
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glorious god. 1 knowe you haue yery 
many of my countrey men among you, 
which are (til feble & weak in thefaith: 
but you muſt haue a care of them after 

rhe example of Chriſt, & you-muſt {et 
before your eyes the footſteps of that 
heauenly maſter, who notwithſtanding 
that theFewes were neuer ſo vnworthy, 
did yet voutſafe the ſuch honor for the 
couenats ſake that was made vntotheir 
fathers, that he bare the roome euen of 
a ſeruant among them with incredible 
patiece.Now it the ſon of god eſtemed 
men ſo much : then godlines requireth 
not only that you ſhould not reie& the, 
or hold ſcorne of them, but alſo that 
yeeſhould be ſo kindled yvith the (pt 
rite of charitic, as to receyue them, 
to teache them, and to further them 
more and more to the knovyledge of 
the libertie of the Goſpell , by your 
diſcrete dealyng. For I am vvont to0 
teache, that Feſus Chriſt, vvas ami- 
niſter amonge the Circumciſcd , too 
keepe the fathers credite in the things 
vvhiche he hadde promiſed to theit 
forefathers , Therefore Chryſte pet- 
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furmed all thinges for Gods truthes , 

ke, and for the confirmation of his 

romiſes. | 

R, Theſe things are truc in dede, hows 

heit ther vnchankfyulnes agapnſt Sods 

ſogreat goodnes, 1s the cauſe that Bod 

hath ſhaken them off,and taken vs to be 

his people, 

P, In deede their ſfinnes are the cauſe 

oftheir ſhaking off : bur the receyuing 

of you dependeth vpon the incompre- 

benſible goodnes fy cos moſt mercitull 

God, And therfore you Romans mult , 

not become high minded, but rather 

aorific God for his mercy beſtowed 

yon you,as you be taught in the holy 
Friptures, For ye ſee what the kingly 19 
Prophet hath faid. Therforewill I con- p/*18, 50 
kefſe thee among the Gentiles, and ling 1/,cg.,1. 
vato thy name. And agayye he ſayth, De. 32. 
Reioyce ye Gentiles with his people. y//117.1, 
And agayne. All nations prayſe yee the 

Lord, and all people prayſe ye him to- 11 
gether, Alſo the prophet Elay confir- 

ming Gods eternall ordinance of the E/-11.10 
alling of the Gentiles, ſaith thus. There 


ſhall bea rootcof Iellc, and he __—_ ha 
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ſhall riſe vp to reigne oter the gentiles 
in him ſhall the Gentiles truſt, Heerby 
you maye gather , that your callingtg 
the participation of the kingdome of 
heauen,ts not by reaſon of the ſinneg gf 
the Iewes, and muchleſſe for your own 
deſerts, but bicauſe god of his goodnes 
wold haue it ſo. Therfore like as he hath 
ſhewed his mercy towards vs: ſoalſoon 
_ theother ſide it behoueth ysto be mer. 
cifull to others, 


K. would Bod that this lcfſon might 
take deepe roote among vs all. 

P. AndI alſo beſeech god the author 
of hope, and in whom the truſt of al 
me ought to be repoſed, to fill you with 
al pirituall ioy,quietneſſe of mind, and 
pay of conſcience, in true fayth : that 

y belecuing you may abound in hope 
through the power of the holy ghoſt, 
For there is none other way for men to 
attayne to theſe ornaments of chriſtian 
- Lodlines, but by the meere benefhite of 
god, by the power of his ſpirite,and by 
the working of fayth. 

K;*To the intent 'wee maye nowe 
length 1:ake an cnde of this our talks, 


% 
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cannot marnell inongh at this pour ſa 
freemaner of dealing with vs. Foz yon 
arenot ignozaunt how great the dignity 
and excellence of this Citte is, which is 
the head of the wozld, And pet pou hane 
bene ſo bold as fo wiite this &piſtle vn- 
tvs as to folke iqgnozant of holy mat=- 
ters, 024s thongh there were no techcrs 
and ſhepehcards among vs, by whoſe 
trauell, pzeaching, and wzitings Gods 
'Evillmight be opened vnto vs. 
F P, Truly my brother 1 am fully per- 
ſuaded of the thing that you tell mee : 
namely that you bee full of deſire of 
1 £00dnes, and of all knowledge of mat- 
{£15 perteining to god, inſomuche that 
' 


you are able to admoniſh one another, 
and to inſtru and trayne vp one ano- 
ther in the doctrine of Chriſt. Therfore 
nwriting vnto you,T ment not to take 
vpon me as a teacher & controller, bur 
Ihaue written ſomeyvhat with the bol- 
deſt ynto you, to put you in remebrace, 
according to the charge whiche god 
hath graunted me, that I ſhould be the 


miniſter of reſus Chriſt to the gentiles, ®! 


in ſetting foorth of the goſpell, and in 
prea- 
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preaching it as a thing of moſtexcells 

maieſty:that the ſacrifice wherby 1 ofke 

vp the gentils purifed by faith,mayhe 

acceptable to god,foraſmuch as itis a. 

readic halovved by the breathing of his 

holy ſpirit vpon it. Therctore 1 haveſſ Asto 

yvritten this letter , not to teache you, ſl truly 

and mucheleſſe to rebuke you, butra-ſ of an 

ther to put you 1n remembraunce ol by 

things. dien 

. R. Butthcre are diners which tetme 

FP this dede of yours a bold enterpuie, and 

| - imputcitto the diſeaſe of a ſtately mind, 

Spectally your own countrepmen pied 

abzode miſrepoztes of you, to bzingyout 

miniſtration in miſliking among the vu/ 

ſkilfull. Foz they take it ſoze to harte, 

that you ſhould as it were deſpiſe the 

Jewes, and go tothe Scntiies, among 

whom pou hane not pet greatly pzenay 

led, But what is the let of your p2#- 
ching, J am vtterly igno2ant. 

P. Of thoſe mennes reportes 1 

paſſe not at all;but of mine oyvne ot- 

17 fice vyhereyvith 1 am inhonored by 

Gods goodneſle, too bee as hys 11- 


—_ frumente in trayning the Gentiles 
Cn It. t00 


to the Romans, CAP.15, 


toothe Goſpell, and in offering them 
yp to God , ſurely 1 haue cauſe too 
glorye, not proudely among menne, 
but humbly before god, in Chriſte Ie- 
ſu,ypon whom I father all good things. 
Astouching the fruit of my preaching, 
truly I can not find in my hartto ſpeak 
of any thing which Chrilt hath not don 
by me,in bringing the gentiles to obe- 
dience,I ſay in bringing them both by 
words and deedes : by deedes through 


vyords of preaching wherin gods ſpirite 

tered his power and worktulnes, info 
much that I fulfilled the office of prea- 
ching Chriſtes goſpell, from rcruſalem 
and the countreys therabouts,cuen vns 
to lilyrike, ; 

\R, whatc did the other Apoſtles which 
law Lhzift, did not they alſo preache in 
thoſe Conntreys 2? 

P. Whatothers judge 1 haue not to 
indge. This 1 may auow with good con- 
ſcience, that 1 indeuered,& (as 1 might 
terme it) hunted in my harte, that my 
preaching of the goſpell might bee 1n 


thoſe places, not yyhere Cbrilt ied bin 
no- 
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vorking of {fignes and wonders, and by _ _ 


29 
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knovven or named before, but vvhers Forl 
there had neuer bene any mentiomade i 49? 
of him. Howe 

R, Fo whatcanſe? firſt { 


P, I had cauſes inow of this mine in. 
tent,which it is not nedefull toreherſe. after 
This among other 1 alwayes obſerued, © "8" 
that 1 vvould not buyld vpon another © fe 
mans foundation, and 1 had continu. £ 892? 
ally before mine eyes this propheſie of Sant 
Eſates, wherin the preaching ot the goſ Fort! 
pell among the gentiles is moſt maii- Mac: 
| Ef.52.26 feltly deſcribed. They (ſayth he) that I ©" 
| were neuer tolde of him, (he ſpeaketh leefe 
21 ofthe manifeſtation of god him ſelfe, leru! 
| which Is C hriſt) (hal ſee : and they that chur 
| neuer heard of him before,shall vnder- I ©Y + 
22 ſtande.And theſe are the lettes that 1 I "et 

ſpakeofin the beginning of the epiltle, byt 
whereby 1 was held backe that 1 could I 0 2 
not come vnto you,though 1 yvished I 34 
23 often for this1ourney. But now that l 
had no more to doe in thoſe Coaſtes, 5 ſoc 
and was deſirous to come 1ynto you, 


(and that ſurely now many yecresago) || ? 
I had ſo determined my journey, that 1 $a 


" woldyiſite you in my vvay into Spaine. 
Hy PtReu a 
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ForI hoped to ſee you in paſſing thys . 

way,and to be brought thither by you: ** 

Howebeit with condicion that I had 

firſt (omewhat ſlaked my deſire by be- 

ing conuerſant with you a few daies, & 

aftera ſort ſatiſhed my longing by be- 

ing in companye with you . For at the | 

ſame tyme thatT wrat this Epiſtle, I was 33 

going to Ieruſalem too miniſter to the 

Saints that profeſſed Chriſtes Goſpell; 

Forit ſeemed good to the churches of 

Macedonia and Achaia, to make ſome 

contribution of their goods for the re- 

| |} leefe of the poore Saynts that Iyued at 
leruſalem. So ſeemed it good tothoſe 
churches,and truely they owe it of due- 
ty. For although almes deedes are of 
vncoſtreyned will: yet do we owe them 
by the law of charity. For it is agreable 27 
to godlineſſe, that if the Gentyles be 
made partakers of the ſpirituall goods 
of the [ſraelites,the Gentiles ſhould al- 
ſocommunicate to them their worldly 
and tratiſitory goods. But to come t00 
my purpoſe againe, when I had ſo done 
and conueyed that almes ſealed to the 


Sayutes at Icruſalem , .Idetermined to 
| | p 5 5 haue 


26--. 
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haue come this way into Spaine, Ang 
29 Thad conceined greate hope of God; 
bounteouſnefle towards me, & I kney 
fora certeintie that whenſoeuer l canie 
to you,T ſhald nor come empty,butra- 
ther with ſtore of bleſſing & plenty of 
the ornainents, gyftes,and fruits of the 
goſpel, For vvarrant my ſelte ſo much 
of Gods loue,both tovvardes my mini- 
309 ſ{trrie and tovvardes your church. And 
therfore I prayed you for our Lord le- 
ſas Chriſtes ſake,and forthe loue of the 
ſpirit, to labour vvith me, and to 7s 
21 me vvith your prayers vnto God, firlte 
that I might be deliuered ( alas for 0- 
row ) fro the ſtubborne and wilfull ſort 
that are 1n Iewrie : and ſecondlye that 
the ſame ſeruice of mine, & the liberal 
preſent which I brought to the Saintsat 
leruſalem as their niiniſter & Deacon, 


might be acceptable to the, torhe intct 
that whe r had accopliſhed this my du- with 


3* ty, mighteafterwarde come vnto you Jayl 
with toy by Gods will,and be refreſh dl: 
with you, But ſce howe diuerſea falling 
out God hath giuen to my purpoſe & ach 
determination, Wy 

R. That 


ts the Romans, CAP.16. 


ſois od wot to dealt ofc cimes with his 
ſeruits: in þ meane while he will hane 


—— * SL AORS _————— 


mouidere,+to aſſure our ſclucs p that ils 
ſew of things is both acceptableſt to him 
+ moſt foz our behoofe, tot which liketh 
vs, but which pleaſcth his pzonidece. Jf 
pot had come at p fimeto Kome, # afters 


ward gon hece into Spapne, peraduen= . _.. 


ture you woulde hane had ſbc good opt- 
nid of pour own diligece. Alſo y fleſh be- 
ing deſiro:s of gloty , wonlde hane wi- 
ſhed his trynmphes , foz p you had durſk 
topreach Lhiiſtes Boſpell ina place of 
ſuch maieſty. we allo beingnotyetrid of 
our old affectios, wonld hane impnted p 
poccding of Þ goſpel! among vs , alto- 
gither to pour coming # to yourſerwos, 
But pou now be com to vs, howbert not 
in ſnch time, no2 with ſich liberty as por 
wiſhed, For now as pon le, impriſomee, 
Jaylers,fetters,manacles, chcines are 
'triphes of your Apoſtleſhip,y p crofle 
df Lhziſte maye retayne ſtillhis glozyc 
in this pzcaching among vs . Jam not 
imozanthowe there are a great nomber 
| T.if. of 


'R, Thaf is no new thing ÞPanlc, For 


vs to hag wholly vpo his appointinee # - 


The E pile of S Paule 


of our citizens which wonlde willingly 
heere your Sermons , if you myghte 
preach the Soſpell opcnlye : who being 
. now offended at your bondes , voucſafe 
notſomuch as to come at pon. But what 
foz that 2? Fareweil wozldly wyſedome 
with all His ambitiouſnes.and let Lhiiſt 
retgne cuen with his crofſe:which is too 
the Jewes a ſtumbling blocke,and tothe 
Bentyles fooliſhnes , but vnto vs that 
beleene,it1s Lhuiſt crucifyed, the power 
and wiledome of Bod. 
P, Surely you cheere my harte.with 
33 this ſpcech of yours full of thefelingot 
godlinefle. And I beſeche God the au- 
thor and gyuer of all good thingesto 
gyue grace,peace, and all kynde of pro- 
{perity to you for this your courtely,or 
rather kyndneſſe towardesme, and too 
all that imbrace the Goſpell of Chrilt. 
K. Amen, 
P, Thelaſtpartof mine Epiſtle con- Þ h 
* teyneth 'commendacios and greetings. | © 
Firſt of all I commended to you our ſi- S 
I ſter Pharbe a miniſter of the churchof | » 
( 
t 


Chap.16 


Chenchry,that you ſhoulde receiuc hy! 
2 intheLord,and fauourhir as it becom- 
"REA . met 


to the Romances, CAP.16, 


meth Saintes, in any matter wherin she 
needed your helpe.For ſhe hath helped 
many,yea and euen me my ſelfe, 

R. IJ ſaw the woman, ſurcly very ho- 
neſt and worthy of pour commendacion, 
And it is not foxnaughte thac you giue 
hic thoſe notable tytles. Foz pou call hir 
lier, y is,as J cake ic, a fellow of your 
owne religion. But J vndcrſtande not 
why you call hir a miniſter. 


ned any ſuch miniſteryin your church, 
But wherſocuerI preach the Goſpell & 
ſetorderin the church, thereTlookeit 
there be any widowe that is childleſle, 
freefrom cares of houſhoulde keeping, 
- | andſuchaoneasbycauſeshe is old and 
"| hath led an honeſt & holylyfe, ſemeth 
| & not that any ſuſpicion of euill can light 
8 vppon hir. If Tkndeſuch a one, (for al- 
much as$he is a very rare bird ) Iadmit 
hirinto the publik ſerais of the church 
to miniſter to the neceſſityes of; the 
Saintes.Such a one was the ſayd woman 
whome I decked with thoſe tytles of 
commendacions. And Icxhorted you 


toshew courtclic towardes hir,groun- 
T.iij. ding 
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P. Perhaps you haue not yet ordey- = 
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ding my reaſon vppon your duetie,For 
you that of woorshippers of 1dolls are 
become proſcflers of the Goſpell,muſt 
!ntertcine all tolkes gently, and ſpeci. 
ally thoſe that haue deſerued wel ofthe 
Church, 

R, we did fo hir ſake whatſocuerſhe 
requy2ed of vs, {o farre as oure abllitye 
would ſtretch. 

P, Bur the intent of my commen- 
ding this yvyoman vnto you, was not 
only that youshould be ahelpeto tur: 
But 1 ment alſo that your matrons of 
Rome whiche vvere become Chaiſtians 
Shoulde jeatne both godlincſlc aud ho- 
neſtic by hir exanple , and alſodiligent 
ſeale ro ſerve the whole Churche, and 
to doo good tothe poore comfortleſſe 
and diſeaſed, vyhich haue neede of the 
ſeruice of. vvomen. 3 

K. This your intent Paule was no 
alrogither vaine 4 vucffectuall. Foz that 
vertuous & weldiſpoſed woman dydby 
Hir exaple and communication bzuing many 
of our country womefrom their wozld- 
ly ſuperfluitie, and from pleaſures 6-dt- 
lights ofthis citie , which in mine opini- 
-- on 


# 
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or is moſt ginento pleaſure ofalltheci- 
ties in the world. 
.P Alſo 1 greeted Priſca and hir huſ. 
bande Aquila, ſometime my helpers in 
Chriſt 1eſu , whiche haue offered their 
ovynenecks for my lyfe, and that with 
ſo great louingneſle,that they counted 
mylyfe of more valevv than their own, 
both to Gods honorand toother mens 
ſaluation. And therfore they vvillingly- - 
offered therir lyfe to the death to ſaue 
mine,andrefuſed not toput ther heads 
in deaunser to ſaue mine, 
R, rot hane heard muchehcere , ofthe 
| godlineſſe and Holy connerſation of this 
| conple, And pour freende Luke hathe in 


his ſtozyc waytten of their ſeale infitr- 45,8, 


thering the Boſpell, and of theirlone 
towardes the Sayntes , and in what 
wyſe thep lodged pou when pou c2me 
to Lotinth. Truelp both we and all the 
Lhnrehes of the (Bonriles which pzofelle 
the Boſpel!,are muchebounde to them. 
Fox ſeing that you are peculiarly apoin- 
ted of B9d to be our Apoſtle, hey ſaucd 
pour life, did vs alſo a gret benefit which 
attaine ? true life 4 ſaluarion of the ſoule 

T, iiif, by 
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5 byyour peaching . Alſo you ſaluted 8: 
pinectus,ſurclp a verpe excellent man 
and mooſte conſtant in maynetayning 
the truth, But J know not why you 
call hym the firſt fruites of Achaia, 
P, Itis no maruell. For you Romanes 
are not much acquainted with the He. 
brew phraſes, when I called hym the 
firſt fruits of Achaia,lI alluded to the ſa- 
Crifices which are made of the fitit fruits 
in the law of Moyſes : wherunto I lyke 
ſuche asare the firſte conuerted vnto 
Chriſt. Novye this Epenetus a penen 
man as you knovy , vvas the fir{tin A- 
chaia that imbraced Chriſt and ſuffe. 
red himſclfeto be offered vp and dedt- 
cated to God as a moſt acceptable a- 
crifice ynto hym , Theſe are my ſactt- 
fices my Brother ,and the ſacrifices 
of all other preeſtes of the newe TIc- 
; ſtament , I vvoulde that all Chrilt- 

ans, and ſpeciallye Gods miniſters, 
Shoulde applye them ſelues to the of- 
tering vp of ſuche kynde of ſacrifiles, 
Morcouer I deſyred you too doo my 
commendacjons to Marie whiche had 
taken muche'*paynes for me : and that 
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| "*%s dg ho, 
*£\ F< Wy 2 v» >» 


v 
Fa -_ . 
4 A &« 
q *- 
S 
© 47 ; 
- - 
4, by 
« 


to the Romanes, CAP.16, 


ye ſhould ſalute Andronicus and Iunias 
my kinſfolke and fellowpriſoners,who 
are renowmed among the Apoſtles,and 
were before me 1n Chriſt. 

K,Yea? doo you regiſter hem in the 
muſterbooke ofthe Apoſtles ? But there 
areagreat ſozte in our Churche whiche 
thinke this office of Apoſieſhip to be- 
long onlp vnto pou, and that it ſhal in- 
dure but foz a time. EE 

P. I giue the name of Apoltle gene- » W 
rally to all ſucheas are ſent of God to "| 
preach the goſpell of his ſonne. And 1 | 
pray god that as long as there ſhall be 
any chriſtian C hurche, there maye bee 
ſtore of true Apoſtles, thatis too ſaye, 
Meſſengers ſent of God to teache it, _ 

R. Alſo you greefed . Amplias youre $ 
welbeloued in the Lozdec 2 and Urbane 
whome pou call your helpefcllowe in , 
Lhziſte, and Stachis your beloned, and 
alſo Apelies whome you terme triedin 1 > 
Lbiiſte. ; 
P. Itis true. For 1 haue proofe of his 
godlynes by often tryals. Furthermore 
I deſired yee to commende me to thoſe 


of the houſe of Ariſtobulus, and to ?! 
T.ve Hero- 
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Herodian my kinſman, and to them 
that are of the houſe of Narciſſus, and 
his friendes and acquayntauncein the 
Lorde . Neither forgate 1 Tryphenas 
and Trvphoſa, whom I heard tootake 
peynes in the Lordes behalfe. Beſides 
theſe, 2 greeted the beloued Perfis, 
whome I vnderſtoode too take greate 
peines in the Lorde. Alſo 1 remembred 
Rufus a choſen man in the Lorde, and 
his mother,who hath done me ſo many 
good turnes, that I take hir as mine 
owne mother, I beleene alſo that you 
did my commendations to Aſyncritus, 
Phlegon, Hermas, Patrobas, Mercure, 
and the brethren that are vvith them, 
And hikevviſe to Philologus, and Tu- 
bia, to Nereus and hys ſyſter, and to 
Olympias and all the Saincts that are 
with them. ' an 

R. Thcſe ſalntations of yours were 
verp welcome to all of vs, Foz as you 
know, the Litizens of Kome lyke ve- 
ry well ofthis courteouſneſly of gree- 
ting. And therefoze pot hate wonne 


many mennes'hartes to pou by that 


meanes, - $5535 | 
| P, In 


fo the Rgmanes. CAP.16, 


P, In dede 1 did at that time bethink 
me of this cuſtome receyued among 
you : but yet there vvas another cauſe 
vvhy 1 greeted theſe men by name : 
that 1sto wit, for that 1 ment to ſet the 
foorth vnto you as patterns of true ho- 
neſtie and holyneſſe. For if you liſte to 
confeſle the truthe, theſe men are not 


133 


onely worthy of honour and eſtimatio, _ 
butalſo ſuche as you maye ſet before 


you to follow in godlynes and religion. 
Alſo 1 deſired you to greete one ano- 
ther with a holy, chaſt, and right Goſ- 
pellike & chriſtian kiſſe,with the which 
kiſſe of peace the Church of Greece {a- 
luted you, 

R. Among you Jewes kiſſes of peace 
are giuen and receyued -with a holpe 
minde, and pure intente ; but with vs 
they hane muche wantonnelſe and vn- 
denneſle , {pecially among the vnchut- 
ſten ſoztc. 

P, 1 vyas not ignoraunt of that, and 
therefore 1 added the vvorde holy,to 
the intent that your kiſſes ſhould haue 
no reſemblice to the heatheniſh &wic- 


ked kiſsings,wherwith the ynchaſt fort 
arc 
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are wont to ſhew their vnclennes. Bur 
let theſe commendations paſſe, Iwold 
haue you and others to wey throughly 
what 1 admoniſhed heere : for the 
things are of very great 1mportance, 1 
deſired you as my brethren, and my 
deere beloued in Chriſte to marke the 
authors of diſcorde, and offences con- 
trarie tothe doctrine whiche you haue 
learned,and 1 willed you to beware of 
them,and toſhun them. 

R. Surely a ncccCſarie warning, and 
Cuch a oncas onght to make vs the mote 
watchfull, that the pure doctrine of the 
GBoſpell be not defiled with mens in- 
nenttons 02 rather topes, But when we 
red theſe things, we marueled greatiy, 
that wheras pou made ſolong a bederol 
of thoſe whom pou commende vnto vs, 
and whom'pou ſct ont with your ſalu- 
tations, yet you popnt vs out no man 
hceere by name whomn we ſhould ſhun, 

P, It becommeth not Chriſtes Apo- 
files and the preachers of the goſpell,to 
deface any men by name for light cau- 
ſes, or to bring them in ſuſpition with 


the whole Churche by their _— 
| ot 


ro the Roman, ' CAPp.16, 


For oftentimes it falleth out, that ſuche 
open defamings do more harme than 
good,not only to thoſe whom we ment 
to warne, but allo to thoſe of whom 
we gaue warning. | 

R. Our Church hath learned by if own 
expcrience ,that theſe things whiche pou 
ſap, are too true. Fo: at the beginning, 
when the goſpell was preached to vs in 
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houſes and pzinately, many who other- 


wiſe were none enill men, would not be 
peſent at our pzinie aſſemblies. Nowe, 
ſome of our company dtd of a good zeale 
ſoothly, but pet vnaduiſed (as I think) 
fall to taunting and girding at them by 
name, wherby they madea great ſozt of 
them become aduerſaries to vs, moſſe 
deadly enemies to the goſpell : whereas 
if thep had bin handled with ſuche Apo- 
ſtolicall mildneſſe as pou vle hecre to- 
wards theſe men, out of donbfe there 
was areathope of meckening them, and 
of bzinging them agayne to oxr com- 
panic, 

P, Therfore take ye warning by their 
example,to cſ{chue this vntowarde ma- 


ner of dealing, and rather follow Ch all 
vwi9 
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who giuing to Ceſar that whiche wg 

Ceſars, and leaving the correQion of 
W vices vato Magiſtrates,did hurt noman oy 
| by name, wrate no reprochfull libels a. ap 
| gaynſt any man, ne bronded no man I ©: 
with the mark of infamy, but behaved | 2 
himfelfe with a moſt mecke & modeſt 
mind towards all men,cue though they op 
were his enemies of ſet purpole. It is : 


inough for you if you keepe watch with ns 
al diligence as it were in a watch tower, ſell 


and (py our ſuche contention 1n your <e 
Church, & ſuch as lay ſtumbling blocks 
in the way of the weaklings , eyrher by 


theirlyfe, or by euill and lewde perſua- ” 
ſions contrarie to the doarine vvhiche nt 
you hauelearned. And when you finde ct 


them to be ſuche as may do you harme p 
by their communication or conuer- 
ſation, eſchue them : but yet in the 
meane while pray to God for them, VM 
that he may giue them the ſpirite of re- 


pentaunce, and a berter and holyer * 
minde. I would not have any hartout- br 
ninges, miilikinges, diſagreements, of te 
ſtrite;ſowen among you,and much lefſc p 


any vvritings full of rayling, taunting 
{MY or 
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or ſcorning {pred abroade agaynſt ſuch 
as cleaue not to you, peraduenture not 
\ | ofany ewll will, but bicauſe they yer 
ſtill holde faſt ſome remnants of the old 
| | religion which they receyued frs their 
| || tender yeeres, 
R, © Þanle, you hanc touched as it 
. | wercthe bile of our Church with ponr 
, | finger. Batto the intent weonerſhoote 
| notourſelfe in this cace,by what marks 


may we diſcerne thoſe whom you coun- 


I fell vs fo eſchue and beware of? J ſpeake 
cheeflp of the teachers of whome there 
is now a great number among vs, and 
they inney lo ſharplponc againſt another 
that y ſily people wot not which way to 
turne the, much lefſle wh fo belecuc,fo 
cotrary are their ſayings one to another. 

P, Chriſt hath ſet down many marks 
whereby to diſcerne falſe teachers, and 
falſeprophets, whiche (1 belecue) you 
haue learned. But here I willpoynt you 
out ſome, whiche in my opinion may 
make you ware & wiſe inough. Letthe 
firſt marke be this, which is of two par- 
tes. When you ſee any teachers an 


preachers of the goſpel, which ſerue n a 
| the 
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the Lorde reſus Chriſte, but their owne 


bellies : ſhun yov them as moſte crye1 
Wolues. | 

R, what call yon the ſerupng of 
Lhailtc ? 

P, 1n that ſpeech I comprehend ma- 
ny things whiche it were needeleſſeto 
open ſcuerally as now. But conſidering 
the circumſtance of our talke, to ſerue 
Chriſte in the preaching of the goſpell, 
is to acknovvledge 1cſus Chrilt to be 
our maſter,and to win ſeruants & diſci- 
ples vnto him alone,and not toour ſel- 
ues. To ſpeake more plainly, when you 
ſee a teacher ſer vpa ſchole of his owne 


to him ſelfe,to win ſcholars or diſciples 


to him ſelfe, and taking no care for the 
catholike and vniuerſall church, butra- 
ther labouring to purchaſe him ſelfe 
many friends , fellowes, prayſers and 
commeders of his ſermons & writings: 
him eſchue you. For beleene me, that 
teacher ſerueth not the Lorde 1cſus 
Chriſt, but himſelfe : he ſeekes not the 
2lory of the Redemer, but of himſelfe: 
and all his intent is by all meanes to 


proutde for his belly. And by the _ 
0 


to the Romans, CAPp,16, 
of Belly, you mult vnderſtand, notonly 
feaſting and all maner of deynty fare, 
but alſo riches, vaine glory, and fame a- 
boue other men , whiche they are wont 
to hunt for by all meancs eyther ryghr 
or wrong : and ſo they maye beare the 
bell, and haue preheminence amonge 
men , they paſſe not for the bondos of 
Chriſten charity which elſe they extoil 
with wondrous commendacions. 


R. Lal} you this a ſcruing ofthe bel 


ly? J pzomiſe yott I thonghte nothing 
leſſe. Row J lee there are not a few tca- 
chers of this ſtamp among vs. But yore 
ſay they may be dilcerned by fayte ſpeech 
and flaftery . I! pzay you what call you 
fayte ſpeech? =X 
P, I vſe here two termes which paint 
out the nature of hipocrites, and coun- 
terfets verie plainly : for they befull of 
faire ſpeech, The Greekes call him faire 
ſpoke,which promiſcth much in words 
and performeth nothing in deede, and 
alſo ſuch a one as if you heere him, you 
would ſay he is more carcfull of you & 
your welfare than of his owne , when in 
the nicane while all his ſeeking is but to 
V.j. plea* 
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pleaſure himſelfe. With this vertue are 
29 theſc belly Hatterers garniſhed(if | may 

ſoterme them to you after the precke 
fashion)whuch are to be ſhunned more 
thaadogor aSnake. Alſo vſe another 
worde whiche ſignificth wel ſpeaking, 
yvhich theſe coincrfetters are vvotto 
vie.to ſct forth rhe prayſes of ther fauo 
rers:ſoasthey ought not tobe called 
teachers of the goſpel! , but rather ſoo- 
thers of Princes & great men , By this 
meanes arc they wont to deceiue men 
that otherwiſe are not of euill diſpoſi- 
tion , and to bting them to their lures, 
or (to ſpeake more rightly Jto ſnare the 


1n their nettes. - 72”: Ir 

R. Thinke yon vs fo be ſo dulwitted, 
that we eſpie not the natures and diſpo- 
ſitions of theſe falſpackers? 

P. 1 know you be wiſe, neuertheleſle 
that forewardnes of yours in hearing & 
obcying,( for 1 vvill not terme it ſimpll 
City) I ſay that readineſſe of yours to re- 
celue vvhatſocner is put vnto you, 1s ve- 
ric vvell knovven to all men. Whiche 


vertue 1 make great account of,ſo it be 


matched with diſcretion ; & 1 am glac 
FN tha 


_ HE 


to the Romans, CAP.16, 
that you be indued with ſucke obedi- 
entnelſle. But 1 amvvondertull deftirous 
thutyou should be wyſe and sharpwit- 
red iu1 goad things, & limple & harme- 
defie:in cuifl thinges;, And although r 
_ »ſctheſe yvarninges tarratdes you: by 
yertue of myne office : Yet doo-1-not 
doubt, but thar godthe prince of peace 
vill treade dovvne Satan  vnder. your 


feer,& rhat shortly as1 hope. For ſure> 


ly that. malte mercyfull father hathe a 
care of hyschildren:and vvill not ſuffer 
them to beled out of the path of gods» 
linefle' by the Serpentes deuices, And 
therefore 1 beſech God thatthe grace, 
fawonr and prote&ion of our Lord 1c- 
ſus Chrift may be vvith you ,to defende 
you alvvvaycs from the ſnaresof vvycs 
ked men.Amen. | 1 
\ AR. Aſo there ate pecnſiar comendacts 
ons to-vs fro Timothre that hclperand 
workcfellow of pours 2: & from Encws, 
Jaſon ; and Soſipater pour kinſemen. 
Furthcrmoze Tertius vour clerke and 
ſceretary which wzote this Epiltle from 
pour month , woulde not in any wilelet 
paſſehis moſt lonmg ſalutatids. $o2t- 
UW, oucy 
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oner there is mentionmade of your hott 
Baius,and of the whole churche.,and fi: 
nally of Eraſtus the chamberleine of the 
citie , and ofhis bzocher Quartus. All 
theſe we know almoſt by ſpght ; & thers 
fotc we recepued their commendacions 
the wpllinglier. 

P, This maner of dealing am I wont 
tovſe not onely to. maintaine mutuall 
alyance .betvveene the Grecke chur- 
ches and yours, but alſo too the intent 
that this myne Epiſtle beeing confir- 
med with ſo many(as1t were )vvryters, 
myght beare the more {way vvith you, 
For I make fo greate. account of the c0« 
ſent of my brethren in my writinges , 
thatI do allo deſyre to haue my doc- 
trine allovved by their recorde and 
ſubſcription. For it beſeemerh not the 
meeldneiſe of an Apoſtle , to ſeeke but 
his ovvne fame onely.; and asit vverceto 
hold skorne of higother help fellowes. 
24 Hovvbeit for aſmuch as there is greate 
peril in the right performace of al theſe 
thinges which Ideſire to haue you war- 
ned of;therfore I pray that the grace & 
fauour of our god may be with you - 
-For 


to the Romana, Cars, 


For truſt me,the intents of the old ſer- 
pent are very ſecret, & mans wiſedome 
without Gods ſpiritisnotable to ſerch = 
them,and much lefſeto diſcouer them | : 
and eſcape them. For this cauſe I doal- 
waies1n my prayers beſech him which 
1s able to [tabliſhyou,that he will ſtreg- 
then you accordinge to my Goſpell 
which I preach among the Gentyles, & 
according to the yttering of leſuschriſt 
the heaucnly teacher whom the father 
hath giuen vs, to dioſclſe vnto all men 
the ſecret whiche had bin vnſpoken of 
from cuerlaſting, but is now made ma- 2 
nifeſt, both by the preaching of Chriſt 
our ſauiour, andalfoby the writings of 
the prophets,and that by the commait- 
dement and cuerlaſting ordinance of 
the cuerlwing God, which would haue 
that moſt holy miſtery ſet forth to all 
men,totheende that all mien ſhould 0- '| 
bey the faith, acknowledge the onely 
one God the creator , and imbrace hys 
onely begotten ſonne Ieſus Chriſt, who 
themoſt mercifull father ſent into the 
world, of purpoſe to ſet open the good- 


nefſe and mercy of God vntoall men. 
V.1ij. To 
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2 7 Tothis onel y vviſe God be everlaſting; 


2lory by the fame 1cſus Chriſt for encr. 


and ever.Amen, *: 

XK. £xcellet fureiy is this thikſgining 
of ponrs, wherby pou commend B6ds 
p2wcr & wiſedome, which vertues cuen 
as they ſhew themnſclires not wonder- 
fully inal {Gods wozks : (o ſhyne thep 
forth moſt cheefly in the calling of vs +: 
of all-rhe Gentyles , by the pzcaching of 
the Boſpel. But herken, when this &- 
piſtle was bzonght vnto vs fro Lozinth 
by jÞhebe one' of 'the - miniſters of the 
Lhurch-of Chenchrie., oure Aldcrman # 
Burgeſſes ſceing ſo meanc a meſſenger 
dd very (greatly diſable pour Apoſtoii-, 
call antho2itie,bpcauſe pou had no better 
panrſinants. noz mote honozable meſiens 
gers co lende pour letters by which yce 
write to the Lhurchcs,as our hs ops 
Dane.- --- | 

P. Brotker, all theſe hinges are but 

vvoorldly viſors, vrherof ſuper {titzous 
doQine ſtands in nede, bycauſe it hath 
no ſubſtantiall erounde to reſt yppon. 
Bue' Chriſtes Goſpel! ncederh,,not the 


" kelpes of thiswoorldo, nother doa the 
Y = 


$0 the Romans, EAP.,16, 


preachers therof ſeeke other cariers, or 
miniſters, thiſuchas are indued vvith 
the feare of God,& theſe dothey vſe to 
ſpread abrodethe glory ofthe goſpell, 
Therfore(to make an endat legth)shak 
ye off the ſtatelinefſe of this vncleane 
world, & imbraceye the croſle of chriſt, 
& benot ashamed to be the diſciples of 
him , vvho vvhereas he was Lorde of all 


things, made himſelte a ſeruat for your- --- 


ſakes. And 1 thanke you peculiarly for 
this your viſiting of me,and 1 pray god 
toincreaſe the giftes of his ſpirite more 
& morein youtfor this Pay courtelte 
which you haue he vved tovvards me; 
if you viſitme any tyme hereafter,you 
Shalbe hartely vvelcome. 

R. J will come when J\can: and I foz 
my part beſeche our moſt mercifull God 
lpkewilſe,to be alwaies with pou in thts 
your impriſonment, and to ſkrengthen 
pour mind with the power of his ſpirit. 
Fareyou well, 


FIN IS, 


The Articles of the Ca. 
tholike fayth which Anthonie Coranus 


Spantarde Student of Diuinitig 
profeſſeth, and alwayes 


hath pofeiſed ; 
 Nowe ſet our in Print for their 
Cakes which hane not beng 
pzclent at his Kea- 
' dings, 


To the Chriſtian Reader, 


THe Apoſtle Peter 
4||crhorteth the nn m 


= { aſa readie to anſwere 
enrry man that aſketh a reaſon of the 
Hope that is in pou, with mildneſſe and 
rencrence, hauing a good conſcience, 
that they which flannder pour good con- 
nerſation in Lhyiff, may be aſhamed of 
their miſrepozting of you as cuil doers, 
Beeing warned by this counſel, an eight 
peerrgagoe when Jranght at Andwerp 


inthe French tung,F wiace a ONES 
X 0 


of my fayth in the ſame langnage, which 
(by Gods grace) ſhall within a while 
come foozth in Latin and Engliſhe alſo, 
Afcerwarde J wzate at London cercepne 
Tables concerning Bods wotks, which 
were pzinted in fower Languages, La- 
tin, Frenth, Dutchc,and Enalilh. Jn che 
ſhozt Articles of thole Tables J inde- 
nered to compzehende as it were in p20s 
poſitions, the holp doctrine of bothe the 
Teſktamentes. And J] belecuc-aſſured- 


ly that in that wziting .J haue ſette _ 


foozth the true, the right meaning, and 
the very pure cruthc of the Lhziſtian 
Religion, dzawen oute of che foun- 
tapnes of the holye Scriptures , and 
that in ſuche ozderiye methode and ap- 
parante plapnnefſe as my conſcience 
vpbzapdeth mee not withe any erronr ; 
Dowe beit that ſoome repozte other- 
wile, epther pcraduenture bicauſe they 
percepue not mp meaning at all, oz elſe 
bicauſe they looke but lightly vppon 
the articles them ſelues. Now therefoze 
foz their ſakes which haue not read thoſe 
waitings, | will ſet downe certen ſhozre 
articles concerning ? chicfpoints of onr 
c<ziltian religion, which J imbzace —_ 


149 


all my hart. Farewell genflereader, aw 
hereafter neitber thinke noz ſpeake enilt 
of any man foz the reports thatare ſped 
abzode of him, but firſt gue him cars 
and hcare his rcaſons, 

Of Gods written worde. 


J reccyue and imbzace the Lanonicall 
\criptures both ofthe olde teſtament and 
© of the new, and I thanke onr God foz 
rapling vp that light vnto vs. that wee 
- might hane it euer befoze our eyes, leaft 
wciſhould beled away to crrours oz fa- 
bles, eyther by deceiptfulncſſe of men, 
o2 by the wilineſſe of dcuils, I beleene 
that thcy be heauenly vopces, whereby 
Bod hath vtered his wtl vnto vs; That 
mens minds can hauc no reſt but onely 
mthein: That in them (as Pzgen, Aus 

ſtin, Chziſoſtome, and Cy1ithanetanght) 

all things are contepned abundautly and 
fullp,which arc ncedfull fo; our ſaluatid: 
That thep be the power and might of 
0d; vnto ſaluation, That they bethe 
foundation of the PÞzophcts @ Apoſties, 
whervpon Bods Lhurth is buylbed 2: 
That they be the moſt certen rule wher- 
unto the Lhurche may. bee infozced if it 
03 Jo aſtray, and M436: > 

the 


lid backe:And that againſt them there 
no lawe,no traditton,no cuſtome to be 
,, no not alchongh Panic him ſcife 
jan Angell from heauen ſhould come 
mteache otherwiſe. 
* Ofthe myſterie of the holy 
'Frinitie. 
Therfoze I belecne that there isone 
ren natnre and dinine.power, whiche 
te call Bod,and that the ſame is diſtin - 
nulhed info thee equall perſons , the 
fathcr,the conne, and che holp Bhoft, al 
fone ſeife ſame power, of one lelfefame 
aeſtie, ofone ſelfſame encrlaſtingnes, 
foneſcifſame Godhead, of one ſcifſame 
bſtaunce. And that althoughe thoſe 
ee perſons be lo diſtincte, that ney= 
her the Father is the Sonne, no the 
Sonne is the holp Bhoſte, oz. the fa- 
ter 2 pet thep bee all thee one God, 
ind that the ſame one created heauen 
and carth, and all thinges that are con- 
tpned in the compaſſe of the heancn, 
bherher they be ſcene 02 vnlecne. 
Of Chriſte the Mediator be- 
tweene God and 
man. 


Ybhcr- 


avctrins ofthe Lhirche ought to be 14 I 


Jbclectethat Jeſts Lift the on 
ſonne ofthe cucrlaſting father,toke fie 
and mans whole nature vpon him,0 
the bleſſed and pare virgin,when the ful? 
time was come, acco2ding as had bin? 
tcrinined long ago, befote all woxlds, ei 
- ſhcw vntouimen the ſccret and hidden wil 
of his fathcr, whiche had bin kept clolgi® 
from al ages and gcnerations,and to? 
compitlh the nuſerie of our redemption 
u $umanc body, and to naylc to hy! 
crofſe onr ſinnes, and the handwiutings®®* 
that was wattten agaynlt vs, 
Of the holy Ghoſt. 
I bclceue that the holy Ghoſt which” 


ts the thirde pcrſon in the holy Trinity 

ts the very true god, not made,not cred”... 

rcd,notbegoccen, but pzoceding frdbotg 

that is to wit, from the father & the ſong” 
p .by an vnuttcrable meanes vuknoweny”” 


| 1 | 5p ec Ped to men? aid that it bclongeth to him t is 


, foftenthe hardnes of mas hart, and that 
when he is recetned into their bueſts, ff: 
ther by the pzeaching of the goſpel! , 0” 
by any other meaue , he intighteneh{® vt 
tein, and feadeth them vnto the know"! 
ing of God, into the way of all truth0,Þ 
mto newnelſc of the whole lyfe,and wy 


Sopcofencriaſting ſaluation, 
MM Ofthe Catholike Church. 
i I belecus that therc is butone church, 
.Wad that the ſaine 1s not now ſhect vp ins 
y any one commer 02 kingdom as it was 
WM cimes paſt amoing the Jewes : bue 
hat it 15 Latholike and vninerſall,ſpred 
Mode th2ough the whole worlde, ſo as 
herets now no Natkion that can inftly 
amplapn that it is excluded, andcan not 
Mlong to the Church and pcopleof god, 
hat the ſame Lhurch is the kmgdome, 
ebody, and the bzid* of Chuiſt: that of 
hatkingdame, only. Chuilt is the king 2 
it of that bodp,onlp chit ts thehead 2 
kat of that b2ide,onl? Chiift ts the bzide 
rome, That thcre are diuers oders of 
mniſterie tn'the Charche : ſome Dea- 
ns,ſome #lders , ſome Biſhops, to 
dom the ceaching of the pcople, and 
te care of ozdering of Religion, ts com- 
utted, and that no one epthcr 1s oz can 
duerrater of the whole, forſomuche 
Lhaikte is cuer p2eſent in his church, 
d needceth not a licuctenante to ſup- 
Pp his roome in the wholc,and no man 
able fo comprehend in mind the whole 


Churche ; that is to ſay, all partes of the 
| carth 


carth, & mucheleſſe to ſct them toe 

E co rule the rightly & handſomiy; Th: 
thc Apoſtles (as Lypzian ſayth)were ; 
_  oflike poweram6g theſclnes,  tharth 
reltdne wcre the ſame that Þcter was 
ZLhatit was ſatd alike ta them all; feed 
pee: Thar it was ſayd aliketo themallifl- 
Bo'ye intoÞ whole wozld:'Thar irws 

ſapd alike to them al, Teach the Goſpel 
and that (as Jcrome ſayth) all Biſhop! 
wherſoener they be,cthcrat Kome,o:a 
Eufubium, oz at Conſtantinople, o: a 
KRhegiii,are all of une deſrre, all ofor 

Prieſthood: and that{as Lyputan fayth 
there is but one Biſhopzick, @ that cuery 
Biſhop holdetrh a part of it as the whol 
and that accozdingto p Countzl af Nice 
the biſhop of Kome hath ttomoze pow 

oucr the church of Lhaift; than rhe othe 
JPatriarks of Alerxandzia & Antioche: bu 
thatthe Biſhop of Kome which nowe: 
dayecs calleth al things backe to himſe! 
15 no Biſhop at al;no no2 ſo much asat 
eldcr,excepthe do his duty in miniſtrins 
the Sacraments.,aud in inſtructing, il 
montfymg;and teaching the people. 

- That Gods the creator of al things 
- Bod beeing ſingular good and.s 

mightze, created all chings bothe vill 


and ſnutſible bp his coeternal wowd;and 
alſo pzeſerneth thc ſame by his cocternal 
ſpirite, acco2zding as Danid witneſleth, 
ſaying 2: by the wozd of god the heaucns 
were made, and all the power of them 
by the breath ofhis month, And al thin 
_ges that Sod made were (as ſayth che 
Scripture) exceeding good, and made 
foz the vſe and commonditie of man ; and 
IJ ſay that_all thoſe chinges p2occeded 
from one beginning. Thercfoze J| con- 
demne the anichces & Marconites, 
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which did wickedly ſurmiſe cwo ſnbſtan = 


ces E natures,the one good & the other 


bad, & likewiſe two beginnjngs, # two 

c(otrary gods;one good,another naught, 
Of Proutdence. - 

JI belene Sal chings both in heauen @ 

earth, in al creatures are mainteined £ 


gonerned by gods wiſdoine, Foz Damid 7/;, x39, 


witnelſeth e ſaith;rhe lozd 1s high abone 
al natiog,+ his glozy abone the heauens. 
rho is like the: lozde our god, who hath 
dis dwelling on bye, and yct ſtoupeth to 
loke vpon þ things that are in heaneand 
earth 2 The ſame man faith agaime vnto 


god, Thou haſt-fozſene al my ways. Foz 


there is n9r a wonde in mp ronng, whed 


thou knoweſt not enerywhit, O Lode, 
Allo Þanle witneſſe the ſame and ſaith; 
by him welinte, monec, and be. Andof 
him, by him, and in himare all thingeg. 
Moſt cruely cherefoze and according tg 
the ſcriptures,doth Auſtin inthe epghte 
chapter of his booke concerning Lhziſtg 
Agonie, ſay ! the Lo2d ſaid,are not twog 
ſparrowes ſolde foz a farthing, and one 
ofthem licghteth not vppon thegronunde 
without the will of pour father 2 Jn ſays 
ing fo he ment to ſhew Yenen the thing 
whiche men take to be vileſt are goner- 
ned by the Lows almighty power. Fo 
after the ſame -maner doth the truth lay, 
that hc feedeth the birdes of the a're, and 
clotherh the Iyllics ofthe fecld, and alſo 
kcepeth inſt account of the heares of our 


deades. © | 
Ofthe Angells both good 
and bad. FLO 

J admit with the right beleuing church 
that aniong all'thinges created Angells 
and men are thecheefe : the Tcripture of 
Bod p2onounteth of fhe Angcls, that he 
made His Angels ſpirits, #his miniſters. 
a flame of fp1e. And againe , are they not 
al miniftringſpirits,fent fozth to do - 


lies fo2 themthat (halbe heires offaleas 
tion? And the Lozd Jeſus himſelfe wit- 


therer from the beginning; and tode nor 
tathe frach, bycauſe rhere.is no trith nn 
hin. rohen he ſpeaketh a lpe he ſpeakech 
of his owne: foz heisa Lyer and the faz 
ther oflyes . Therfoze we feache that of 
the Angels, ſome abode ſtill in obedicnce 
and-arc appointed co the faithfull ſernice 
of :Bod and man: and that otherſome fel 
df cheir owne accotd, and were thzowen 
downe into deſtruction , and aredecoms- -- 
enemies ofall goodneſſe and ofal faiths 
full men, LIES 


| Of manscreation. 
-: Concerning man and creation; bez 
lenethe doctrine of the ſcripture , thakat 
thefirſt he was creaced good,after the Js 
mage and lykeneCſe of God, and 9 G08 
did ſet him in jPSaradſce , & pnt all things Gen, 2; 


*, 


iti ubiection to himryhich thing Dauid 
cOmedeth mightily inthe eyght Pſalttie: 
Alſo he gaue hin a wife,and ble0ſev the: 
And JI! ſay that mari conſiſtecFofewos 
dynerle ſubffices i one perſonemnarſies 
iy — and mioffall 


'X|þ Of 


_— — , —_ 
* — 
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nefſeth of the Dinillchathe was amur: /-® 


_— — -— 


Ofthie flare of Innocericy, of of the- 
originall ryghtuouſneſſe of 6ur + - 
firſtetathers,and of 
2 :;theirfall. IN 
4Sod maneman at the deginning afs 
ter the Jmage of Bod, in true ryghtns 
ouſneſle and holpneſſe , good and ryghs 
tnons: butby rhe inticement of the Sexe 
pent,and by hys owne faulte ,he felt as 
waye from goodneſſe and ryghtnouſs 
nelle,and became ſubiecc co ſinne, death, 
and ſundzy calamities . And ſnche as he 
became after his fall,ſuch are al pſpzing 
of him, namely enen ſubtece co ſin, death, 
and ſundzy calamittes. ” 
- OfSinne, 
.:Fvnderſtoode Sin to be the natine 
coxuption of man, derpned and ſpzed as 
bzoade into. vs all from thoſe onre firſts 
parents , wherethnough we be plunged 
inlewd luſtes , andtixned away from 
goodnefſe, bn fozewarde co all eviſi; 
and fillofall naughtineſſe , as diſtrult; 
contempte and hating of Bod:can dong 
gadd-ofgure lelues , no noz once thinke 
any. :1But rather the moze we growe: iy 
veeres., the imoze do- we bzing fozth £034 
rupt frutes meete foz an cuill cree,uvvque 
thonghts 


lewdly-againſt Bods law: Jn which res 
ſpect being thzough out own deſert ſth» 
(ect t Gods waathe, we'be put vnder 
inf puniſhmentes, in ſo muche that we 
ſonlde. allof vs hane bin caſt of from 
Bod.ik Chzilte oure deliaerer, in whom 
mankinde whiche elswas loſt , was rez Gen, 4% 
80zed againe, had not bavught vs to him 
77: . Germ þ 4 
— Of death the wages of Finne. 
Therfozc by death I meane not onelp -. * 

bodily death , whiche wemuſt all of vs 

once ſuffer fo} oure ſins fake;Duc alſo the 
endleſfe puniſhments dneco our finful2 
nes and co2rnption. Foz we weredeade _. . 
(ſaith. the Apottle ) in onre offences and 2% 
ſims; and we were thechildzen of wzarch 

as othergare; But Bod who is riche tri 
mercie;.quickened vs with Lhziſt whent 
we were dead through our ſins. Againe ' "INE 
like as by onemi ſinentred intoþ wozthd 9 5+ 
death by ſin2ſo alſo death paſſed into al 


men,mnafmich as al nien hane ſinned. -q" | 


_* Of originall fin,and of the cauſe 
it faint of finne. PD 
_- F8cknowledge that there is oztginal 


thongdees; end words; any deedes dotis 1.4 k 


Mat. tt; 


fin itt all men ; and I acknowledge all 
SF - 2" other 


other ſins, which lpſingrhere6f,afeta2 

ted ſins and ave ſkrv'i- very beede/;vp 

what nameſo enev-they be called, why 

Mar,z. therdtadly oz veniiall,oxthe ſinne that is 
called 'the ſin agatnſte the holye Got, 

.- - whichis nenerfozginen, Alſo'F confcſle 

__ thataliſins-aretiot equall , though they 
' 1, 7ohn.3 . ipzing all-out. of-one fountaine of c0z- 
ruption and vnbelecfe,but that ſome are 

greuotſer than otherſome , accozding as 

the L02d Hath ſapd , that it ſhalbe eaſyer 
- Math,1o f061Sodomeand Gomoz, than fox the cis 
ty that refaſeth:the wozd of the Baſpell. 

Therfoze J\roridemne all ſuche as hane 

tauchte contrarpe heercto , and ſpecially 

_ Pelagius and all jÞclagians;and Jonia- 

+ \” niſtes; who with the Stotkes makeall 

ſins a lykehepnouſe. Jnthis cace Jam 

fullye of opinſen with Satme- Auſtin , 

who alledqed his matcers out of the hos 
 Tyfcripcures. and dxfended then by the 

--- fame, Furthermoze Jcondemne Flozs 
nitsand Blaſcus, and all fuche as mak? 

God the anth61 of ſin, againſtwhom J- 

renens wat... fot it ts expteſlp waitter, 

thou artenot aBod that delightcth in 
wickednes.thou hateſt all ſuch av wozke 

wickednes, and wilt deſtroy afl es 

P, | ſpeake 


\peake lyes- Andagaine, whentheDls 115 | | 
nel}: ſpeaketh a lye bee.ſpeaketh of his "k 
owns , foz he is a lyer. andthe father of 7obn.8 "3 
lying . Yea and enen-in our ſelues.therg 0 | 
(is viceandcozruption ynough, ſoag god | 32 
needeth yot to (hcade anynew. increaſe = 
of naughtinelle into vs. Therfoze whey 
the ſcriptures repazte H8d co hardned 
meu; ta biynd meas todelinerthem vp 
intoa leud myand «dt i5$0be vnderſſood 
that God dath it by pighefull iultice,as# 
ryghtuous indge and wt paniſher. Fls 
nally ag oft as God iathe holy lcriptury. . 
is ſayd-0zſeemneth tq do any cull it is.yot 
ment.therby that qnau noch not the euill, 
but that Sod by hjs jy} judgement, lufs 
fereth. it to bo dong aud lettcth notthe 
oingof it, wheras-hecoulde let it if he 
ed;epther bycanle he vſech mans exil 
| hoings:f9.good purpole.,as he vledthe - 
ſin.of Joſephs bzerhzon; 93 bycauſs heo- | 
nerrulerh mens ſins that they burlk got -—@ | 
out ue rage further than is meete. By a 
wonderfull & vnſpeakable meane(fayth 
Saint Auſtin in his Suchiridionoz hid 
weap6,)it is not doe without his will, 
Foxit hould not be.done, vuleſſe he ſuf- 
Fered. it co be done, Andre hens 


"#4 Fg —_ , 


"I 


reth it not vnwſllingly . Rochivliehs 
he is good , wouldehe ſuffer evil] tshe 

.  dbne, vnlcſſehat beeing alſo almighty, 
 Hecondof enill make good. Thus much 
Fich- ©: Anftin.As fot theſe 'quitſtions 
whether it tv#8/4Sods- will that:Adamn 
Hhould fall, end-whethcrhc djane im ts 
fall,o2 why he lettednot his fal,and ſuch 
ofherlpke,J/recken chem among the cx- 
rivits ſort; excepr it be perchance-when 
the leudneſſe of Beretikes. oz df -ocher 
unpottynate-perfons , infozceth men to 
open thoſe thitizes dut of Sods worde, 
gs'rhe godly 'teathefs of the church haue 
pffentimes done. Foz we know thatthe 
Lewy trench of rhe frute, and 
pnnifhed his tranſgreſſion, and mojes- 
tier that the thingsWhiche arcdorneare 
'torentfl itireſpect of Bods p1onidence, 
"wilandpdwer, but in reſpect of Satan 
Div ptom onre well ryuingagamt-Sods 


OffrcewAl and conſequently of mars 
Ty " owne power. 

a this matter, Fwhich hath Artetee 

tivri3-in-the-LhurchezN 

x mille” conſider man in-tzec 

v1evtiditions Fuftwhat —_— 

cfoze 


by , 


foas he mightboth abyde in the good, 'N 
and ſwarue vnto the entill: and that he | 
ſwarued vnto euill; and wiapped both 
bimlelfe & all mankind in ſin and death, | 
as hath bin ſaide afoze. Againe it is to be © 
conſidered in what plyght man was af- 3 
tcrhis fall , Surely his vnderſtading 6 4 
will were not taken-quice from him,ns- 
ther was he vtterlytnrned intq a blocke "TOI, 
oz ſtone:howbeir thep were ſo chaunged <7**+* ©* | 
and dtnnniſhed, that they could no moze & 
do as they didbefoze his fall, Foz his F - 
bnderſtanding was darkened ;andhys -/ "oP 
will, of free became bond. Foz it ſernech 
ſin, not vnwtllinglp, but willingly. Foz - 
itis calleda'will and not anill. There- 
fo:eas in reſpect of emil oz of ſin, mans 
doth it not as compelled eyther of God 
oz of the dinell, hut of his owne accozde; 
and in thar behalfe his will is moſt free, 
And whereas we oftentymes leemens 
- wicked doinges and denices letted by 
Bod , {0 as theycame not to effect : thaf 
takethnot away mans freeneſſe incuill, 
bur Bod diſappointeth that thinge by 
6 The Gin RM ganple, | 
olcd wm im o '9 
ras X.liijf, Joſephs 


Nabphs b bzethren determined freelytg 
ridde him oute of the waye : But yet 
they conld not , bycanſe Bods 92vy- 
tance was otherwiſe. But as foy-inre- 
ſpect of goodneſlc and vertue,mans vn- 
devſtanding doth not of it ſelfe indge 
tvahtly of godly matters. Fox the ſcrip2 
turts both of the' Bsfpel and of _ Az 
poRties wiytings, requyre regencration 
-» bfenery of vs that wilbe ſaned, wheres 
vpon it followtth that our fozmer birth 
fxAdam, boteth vs nothing atal.toſalz 
tikfion, Foz the natarall'man ( ſaycth 
* Bitifle ) perceinerh notrhc thinges that 
rorhe of Bods (pirie. #c. And tn another 
* plirehe denyeth vs tobeable to thinke 
AW Food thoughr of our ſetues. Now it 
ks berren thaerhe mind 0o2-vnderftanding 
| is th Eguyde df the will : and rf the guyd 
be pnd , itis eaſp-toperceyuewhyther 
he willgoeth. Therfote therts not any 
ted will vnro $00d in any man vnres 
Freerated, nother is thers any irength 
in-hpmto elpy the thing that is good; 
Our ſapth tu-rhe Bolpell , verily 
verilp-Zi'ſap vnito you, that enery one 
whitho roumettteth ſin 1s the bondſer» 
ahi bklitne.. Andrhc. Apoſtle — 
r 


ſapth that the Iuff of che fleſh-is enmitie 
agapnit Bod 2 Foz it 1s not ſubiecte to 
Gods lawe, neither can be. Reuerthe-= 
leſſe, the vnderſtading of earthly things 
is not quite gone in man. Foz Bod of 
- his mercy hath lefte him wit, howbeic 
farre vnlike that which was in him be- 

' foze this fall. God willeth men (as it 
were) £0: manure their witteg, and ad- 
deth giftes aud pzoceedings therwithal, 
And it 1s manifeſt how little oz nothing 
we p2ofite in any art without-gods bleſ- 
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fing, Foz ſurely the Scripture fathereth _- 


allartes vpon Bod. And-euemn the very 
heathen men fathered the oziginail of ail 
arts vpon the muention of chetr Bods. 
Laſt of all if is to be ſeene, whether the 
regenerated haue freewil,and how farre 


forth. Jnregenerationmans vaderſtan- 


ding is inlightened bp the holy ghoſk, to 
vnderſtande Bods myſteries and will, 
And his will is not onely chaunged by 
the ſpirite, but alſo indewed with abilt- 
tie, ſo as it both will and cattdoo good 


of it owne accozde, Unleſſe we graunte X»,8. 


this , wee ſhall denie, che - Chriſtian 
freedome. and bying in che rhzaldome 


of the Lawec, Beſides this, the pzophct 
wo” bzins 


= car ot 5 
"none. Gai. _—_— . - 
Saran NE Ee ae. ce ee ee, As oa — Wren — _ 


- *  atidbiing-inthethalbome of the lawe! 
 Ezec.36 , Beſydes this, the Þ2ophet diingeth in 
E fer. 13, Bodſapingthus : J will gyne my lawe 
Þ info their niindes,and waiteit in thetr 
* 1.79.8 harts.Alſo the Lo2d ſaith in the Goſpel, 
Phi,2, Af thefſon tiiake pon free, thenare you 
free in deede. Againe Þanle to the Þhi- 
lippians,ſapth; vnto you it is:ginennot 

onely to bcleene in him , butalſoco ſufs 

ferfoz him ; And againe, J am perſwa- 

ded that he Which hath begon chc good 
wozke-ittpdn, will go-thzough with it 

enen tothe day of our Lozd Yeſu, Again 

it is Bod-thar wozketh in you both the 

will and the perfozmance of the will, 
where bp the wape, I teache that two 

thinges areto be marked. Firſfte that 

the chooſing and wozking of good, the 
regenerated are not onely ſuffcrers, but 

alſo dogers . Foz by Bods wozkingin 

them , they do the things which they do. 

And therfoze rightly doth Anftin alledge 

this tcre,that Bod is ſapde to be ourhel- 

pcr . But none can be helped , but he 

which doth ſomewhat. The Bantchies 

berceued man pf all dooing , and made 

hun as a ſtocke oz a ſtone. Secondly A 

| ma 


make , that in the regenerated there res 
maypneth mfirmicie. Fo2 almnche as ſin 
dwellcth in-vs,and the fleſhefpghteth as 
gamſte the ſpirite in the regenerated, ez 
uen to theende of our ſyfe ; the regnene- 
rated perfozme not their purpoſes altos 
gyther withonte incomberance . Theſe 
thinges ate confirmed by the Apoftic in 
the ſcuenth toche Komanes, and inthe 
fift to the Galathians. And therfo1e that 
 freedome of onre wyll is weake,by regs 
ſon of the d2egges of the olde Adam,and 


with man, and remayneth/in vs enen to 
the ende 'ofouriyfe . Notwithſtanding 
foz aſmuch as the ſtrength ofthe fleſhe 
and tht remnants of the old manarenot 
fo effectizall ; as veterly to quenche the 
wozking of Gods $pirieg: therefoze the 
faichfull are ſaide to be free, bat yetſo as 
they acknowledge their owne weakes 
neſſe,andboaſt not atall ofthe frecdome 
of their wAl,- Foz the fatthfnll myſt encr 
deare in niinde, this ſayitig which Saint 


Auſtinharpeth vpon fo mucheoutofthe z/,, . 
Apoſtle : what haſt thou which thou - 


3 


ofthe cozruption that is bzed and bozne -- 


+] 
| 


 Rom.1, 


RT : andif thou hane recepney 
it, why boſteſt thou as though —_— bite 
deft not receyued 2 Wozeoner, the thing 
that I! had determined doth not fooxth- 
with come to paſſe ; Foz the failings out 
of things are-in gods hand. And thervys 
pon S.Þanle pzaycth the Lo2d to p1oſ- 
per his tourney, Therefozc eyen- in that 
reſpect mans freewill is weake. Nener- 
theleNle no man denieth but chat bothe 


the regenerated and tbe vuregenerated 


hano freewill in outwarde things. Foz 
anan hath this pzopertie common to him 
with all other lining things (to whome 
beis nottnferiour) namely to will ſome 
things, and to nill otherſome, $0 can 
he ſpeake 92 holde his peace, and goc a- 
bzode oz farie ar home 4 howbeit that 
cuen in this hehalfe-an epemuſt always 
be had to Hods, power, whiche cauſed 
that Balaam chulde not attayne to the 
mark chat be ſhot at,noz Zecharic ſpeake 
as he woulde haue done when he came 
ont of the Temple : Jn chis-caſe J com 
denne the Manichecs which denie that 
mans freewill when he was good, was 
the beginning of enill vr:to him. Alſo I 
condemue the Pclagians, which ſay that 
an 


an enil! man hath ſufficient freewilleo 150 | 
do a'good commanndement, Foz they - | 
be diſpzoued by the holy ſcripture, which | 
ſayth vnto the one ſozt, Bod made man | 
righteous 2 and vnto the other, if the 
ſonne make pon free, then are pou free 
in dcede, | 
| Of the true iuſtification of : | 
. ... therighteous, 

By the wo2de Tuſtifie, the Apofflce'in 
his diſcourſe of inſtificacion, berokeneth þ l 
the foxgining of ſinnes,the acquiting of | 
menfrom gile and puniſhment, the-re- 1 
cepuing of them into fatiour , and the 
ptononncing of them tobe righteons, 
Foz the Apoſtle ſapth co' the Komanes, 
Ft i94S0d that (uſtiffeth ,who hal then 
condemne? There Juſtifying | is matched 
agaynſt Condemning. And in the Acts efd.13, 
of the Apoſtles'the Apoſtle ſayth, By 
Lhniſte the releaſing of pour ſinnes is 
preached vnto you, and of all the thinges 
from which pou could not be inſtified by 
the Lawe of 9oyſes : by him is euerp 
one that beleenerh inktified. Foz in the | 
Laweand the Pzophets alſo we reads | 
inthis wiſe : Jf variance riſe berweens Dex, 25, 


manand man, and they come to indge- 


— —_— 


Roms.8. 


— - C— m— 


- 
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| Rom, 3, 


ment, let the indges indge them;and leg 
them inſhfy the ryghtuos and condemng 
the vugodly. Aud inthe kifc of &ſay itis 
ſayde,woo beto them that inftify che vn- 
godly foz rewardes , Mowe-itis moſt 
certcpne that by nature all of vs are ſin» 
ners and vngodly , and caſf any cone 


ted of wickedneſſe,and condemned to dis 


before Bods tiudgement ſeafe, and that 
we be inltifped, that is to ſap,releaſed;o1 
ſet free from\ſin and death by God the 
mdge, oncly foz Lhziſtes ſake; and not 
fo2anye deſert oz reſpect of oure owne; 
Foz what is-moze manifeſt than this 
ſaying of Saint Þaules . All men hane 
ſinned ,and are deſtituce of Gods glozie; 
but are iſtified freely thiongh his-.grace 
by the redemption that is in Lhziſte Je- 
ſus, Fo2 Ohziſt toke vppon htm the ſins 
of the worlde;,and toke them away, and 
ſatiſfiedGods-Juſtice:God therfoze ons 
ly foz Lhziltes paſſion and reſurrections 
ſake;is mereifull to oure ſins,and layeth 
them not to qurecharget but impuceth 
Lhzits-ryghtuouſnede vnts vs as onre 
owne , ſoas hencefazth we benot onely 
clenfed and purged.from oure —_ 


made holie but alls rewarded withe 


demnation, and finally maderyghtuons 
and heires of theendleſſe lyfe. Therekoze 
to ſpeak p2operlp,only God iuſfifieth vs 
and onely foz Lhziſtes ſake doth he juſtt- 
fie vs, not (mpnting our owne ſins vnco 
vs, but imputing vnto vs Lhaiſts righ- 
tuonſnelſe. And bycauſe we receine this Row, 3. 
(uſtification,not by any wozkes ; burby  >'3* 
truſt in Gods mcr:y and in Lhiilt:ther- 
foze I teache and belecte with the q- 
poftle,thartheſinner is tuſfifped by one»- --- 
ly fayth in Chuift, and not by the law oz 
by any wozkes. Foz the Apoſtle ſayth,y , 
am of opinion that a man is inffified by 4+ 
fayth withoutthe deedes ofthe law . A- 
gaine , if Abzaham were inffifped by 
wozkes , he hathe whereoftco boaſt, but 
not befoze God . Foz what ſayeth the 9#%+1 5. 
ſcripture 2 Abzaham beleened God, and 
& was reckened vnto him foz rightuouſ- 
neſſe, Now vnto him Þp wozketh not buf 
deleneth in him inſtifieth the vngodly, 
his faith is impacted to him foz rightuonk 
nelle. Aud againe, poube laned by grace 


thzough 


” IJs 
Ld)iſtes ryghtuouſneſſe, and ſoconſe- , F-.4f * 
, quently ſet free from ſin , death, oz con- Rows... + þ 


E phe, 2. 


. - butitis gods gift. Notby wozks, lead 


- But that we reccyue Lhaiſt by fayth,the 


lapdealvze) by fayth in Lhzilte, Goug 


ehiough fayth,'« chatnot of yourſelves 


any mau_ſhoulde glozy - Fo aſmuche ; 
then as fayth recepueth' Chuiſt our righz 
teouſneſſe, and imputech all things tg 
Bods free fanour in Chaiſt: therfoze ig 
tnſtification fathered vpan fayth, howe- 
bit fox Chriftes ſake, and not bicauſe it 
is our woke, fot it is the gifte of Bod; 


Lozde himſelfe ſheweth by many wonds/ 
in the ſixth of John , wbcre he putteth 
eating foz. belecuing, and. beleeumng fo 
eating. Fo like as we receiue foode. 
eating,ſo doo wee parttcipate of Lhiiſte 
by beleening. Therefo2e IJ denide not 
the benefice of Juſtification partly tg 
Bods geace oz to Chyiſt, and partly to 
our ſetnes, oz to aur otvne charitie aud 
wozks;oz to our owne _deſerning 2 But 
J attribute it wholly to Gods free fauoz 
in Lhiiſt byfayrh. cs this our ious 
and wozks could not pleaſe God if they 
were done of vs'beeing pet vnrightes 
ous : and therefoze it behoneth vs to be. 
firft inſtificy, befoze wecanloue oz dog 
good whiks. But we be jnftified (a8 H 


"gout nwhHygognHt 


theonely grate of Bod who imputeth 
Lhtiftes ryghtnouſnelle to vs and not 
onr owne linnes , and conſequentiyims 
pntcth oure beleeuitng in'Chiſt vnro vs | 
for ryghtuouſnefſe. Furthermoze the A ,_. .; 
- pollle doth veryapparently derynelone *+ 72} 
from fapth , ſaytng the cnde of the come | 
maundenicnt ts loue trom a pure hare; | = 
good conſcrence, and vnfepned fayth. 
Therckoze m this cace F ſpeake not of a 
feynied;empty, pble, 02 dead fapth;bat of 
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_ alpnelyand quickening fapth, whichkok | 
- Lhiifts ſake who is onr lyfe andquickes- 
neth vs,whom it taketh hold of, both is | 
and {g'ſapve tobe lytely, & ſo ſhewerhif 


ſelfero bebylynely wozKes, No whit __ | 
alt rherefoze is S. James contrary ts 7aw.2+ 
rhis voctrine , fozſonttich aghe ſpeaketh 

ofan empty and dead fayth, which ſome 

(men did boaſt of, whereas they had not 
KhziſHyuing in h# by fayth . The ſame 

- Faitios in laying that workes iuſtify , 18 | 
| not contrary to aule, fox then were ht | 
to bereiected;bnt he ſheweth that Abza? 
ame vttered alinely and inftifying faith; 
dyHtis4vozks, which thing all the godiy 
do , who notwithftandingtruſt all only 
*Stits Chzilt and fo no woozhes of theit 
0 4 9.j; OWne» 


- nent rom —— 


| CC _—— a ADEN. 


Now doo not. lpue,but Lhaiſte Iynech 
in me. Thelyferhat J nowe lpucin the 
fleſhe , I lyne by belcening in the ſonne 
of Bod,wholoned mc and gane himſelfe 
- fax mne. J holdmo ſkozne of Bods grace: 
Fo: ifryghtnonſnefſe come by thelawe; 
"_ bath Lbjiſt dyed itt vaine. 
*:Of Gods prodeſtinating and cho- 
F320  ſingotthe Saints, 
3: Bod. from £1eriafting hathe freely of 
His'ownc mecre-goodneſſe withaut aty 
 Eph,r, Fflpect ofmen , predeſtinated oz choſen 
4 the Saintes whom he intendeth fo ſauc, 
| 


inChtilt , accozd61g to this ſaying ofthe 
Apoſtle , God:choſe vs-in him-befoze the 

© Eoundations-of the wozlde were layde. 

IT And againe, whichFaued vs, and called 
vs with a holy calling, not accozding to 

our wozkes,, but accozding to his owne. 
purpaſe andfree fatonr which was gl- 
nen vs in Lhiiſt Jeſus befoze all-tymes, 
but diſcloſca nowe by. the appearing of 
onre Sauiour Jeſus Lhiiſt . S0 then, 
Bods chooſing of ts is not. withoutea 
meane, though it be not foz any deſertof 


| 
li 


they REI: now grelfed into £40 


dwne. Foz the Apoffle hath copdi againe; 


purs;but in Lhzift and foz Lhyiſt:ſo that 


"PDAs ho OG ls A A nr. 


by fayth, are the ſclfe ſame alſo whiche | 53 

are choſcn, and the repzobates o2 caſtaz | 
wayes are thoſe that are ouc of Lhziſte : | 
accozding fo this ſaping of the Apoſtle , | 
Try your [clues whether yoube in the , c,. , T4 
faythozno. Knowe ye not pour ſelues, © * *4: 
how thar Jcſus Lhziſtis in you? vnlelſe | 
pcrhappes you becaſtawayes , Finally F 
God hath cholen the Sapntes in Lhziſts 2 
to a certen cende, which the Apoſtle declas ? 
reth in that he ſayth,he hath choſen vs in ,. |. +  - 
him to the ende we ſhoulde be holy and ©?"** © © 
vnrebukable/chzough lone befoze bym; 
which did pzedeſtinate vs afoze hande jy 
himſelfe to adopte vs to be his childjen 
thiough Jelus Chziſt, to the glozy.ofhis 
grace, And although Badknow. whiche 
arc his, and that in ſomeplaces mention 
is made ofthe feweneſle of the choſen: 
pet ouchte we to hope well of all men, 
and not to be raſh in reckening any mar 
to be arepzobate . Surely Paulle to the 
Philippians ſaith, J thank Bod foz you 
all, ( he ſpeaketh ofthe whole churche of 

- the Philippians ) thatyon are come to 

che communion of the Boſpell, aſſuring a. 

my ſelfe yhe which hath begon the good 

wozke (3 you, will allo go thzough mo 


Phl,1 


þ. Tim, 


- femtiineerc feis'that I howld o thinke 


at we tyme wyll gyuc them repentance 


of yon all. And inthe xii. of Luke when 
fhs Lozd was aſked whither few ſhould 
be-ſaucd ;he anfwereth not that there 


. halbe fcw,0z many ſaned o2 dined : but 


rather counſleleth cuery ofthcmto ſtryue 
togetinat the narrow gate:as i bc had 
ſapde, it is not fo2 youro be curious in 
lorching of theſe things, but rather toin- - 
deuer co go into heanen by the narrowe 
way. 'Therefoze J lpke not the vugodiy 


' Cprreches of ſome m&, which lay that few 


bethoſen , audClith } am nof ſure whe- 
ther I be of: thatndber 0zno, I will not 
vekfraptie mpne owne pleaſures. Other- 
ſome ſay, if Jbe p2cdeſtinated 0z choſen 
of Bod , nothing ſhalt puc me from ſal- 
nation which is ccrtenly appointed foz 
me,whatſo euer Jo, And if J be ofthe 
yomber of the caſtawayes , nv fapth oz 
xepentancecan helpe me , bycauſe Bods 


- detmmination cannot be chaunged:and 


thetefc2e all tcaching and warninges 


;  aretonopurpoſe.Foz the Apoſtle fygh- 


tcth againſfe ſuche folke , ſaying:Gods 
ſcrnant muſte be ready to teache and in- 
ſtruct ſnche ag tande againſt him, if Sod 


lo 


to know the truth, Buk Sainf Auſtin in 
the.xitif. chapter of his booke ae boxo per- 
ſeuerantie,and inthe chapters following, 
ſheweth that both ofthem be to be pzca- 
- Ched 2 thatis co wit , booththe grace of 
Gods free chooſing and pzedeſtinating, 
and alſo wholeſome warnings and tea 
chings. Therefoze J millpke of (ache as 
ſceke without Lhziſte whether they be 


choſen from enerlaſting oz no: and what - 


{God hath detcrmined of them lbefoze all 
tyme. Foz we mult giue eare to the pzeas 
ching of the Boſpell , and beleene the 


ſame , and take it to be onte ofalldoubt; - 


that if we belene and be in Jeſus Lhiift, 


we be choſen. Foz the father hath vttes - 


red vnto vs in Lhziſte , the eucrlaſting 
ſentence ofhis p2edeſtination, as I de- 
clared euen now , from qute of thefirite 
chapter of Paules ſecond Epiſtle to Ti- 
mothie . Thercfoze we muſt teache, and 
conſyder aboune all thinges how greate 
the loue of the father is reneled to be tos 
wards vs in Lhziſt. we muſt dayly her- 


ken what the Lozd himſelfe telleth vs 14,75, | 


the Goſpel, how he calleth vs and ſaith, 
come vnto me all ye that are wearieand 
oucrioden, and J = _ you. _ 
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foloned the wozkd, thathe gane his onlp 
begotten ſonne fox the wozlde,to the in- 
rent that enery one whiche belecnethin 
him ſhoulde not die but haue enorlaſting 


| Mech 18 lyfe. Allo it is not the wili of the father 


that any ofthele little ones ſhoulde pe- 
riſhe, Therfoze let Lhziſt be our loking- 
glaſſe wherin to behold on>p2edeſtinatis 
on. we haue cnidcnt and ſabſtantiall re- 
code pnotigh, that we-be waitten in the 
bo6kc of lyfe , if we communicate with 
Lhiilt, foashe be ours- and webe hys 
thiougherne fayth. In the temptation of 
p2edefſtination ; thanthe whiche thereis 
nota moze dangerous, letthis be onre 
comfoye; tharGods pzomiſes are vui- 
nerſall fo: alldelceuers:that he ſapth, aſk 
and peſhall receine,fo2 euecy one that als 


- keth recepnerh'2 and finally that we pzay 
togither with the vniuerſall churche of 


Ood . Ourtfather which artc in heanen, 
and thatwe be greffed intro Lhaiſtes bo* 
dycby-bapfim ,' and are often fed in his 
Lhurche with his flcſhe and bloud vnto 
cternaltlIpfe-. Beeing confirmed with 
theſe thinges,we be willed to wozke out 
out owne ſalnation in fcare and trem- 
- S. Þanlecs counſel}. 
INIS, 


Thele articles ofthe ryghtbeleeatng 155 YN. 
fayth , Jmentto addefoche etrde ofmp : 
dialoge, to diſpzouc the vntowardodeas - : >| 
tings of ſach men as launder ne of Pe? 


not fo: that J] thinkethe childzen of Az 

dam tobe able to atfaine ſaluation by 

their owne itreng:h withoute the grace Rom.3 
of God: foz J impute the beginning, the ****®e 
imereaſe , and thc accompliſhment of onr 
ſalnation and happineſſe to the only free © 
fauour & grace of God, But fozalmuch 

as I ſee mans nature fozewarde pnough 

of it ſelfe to imbzace vaine carelcſneſſe s 
ficſhlylibertp;J minded that my ſayings | 
ſhuld rather hold them in awe, and lead eZ. 13. 
them away fromthe pleaſures and de 

lyghtes of this wozlde, as it were by ca- 

ſting a bzydlc vpon then, than put ſpurs 

to them running already of their owne 
accozd to do cuill. Therefoze as fo2 thoſe 
that ipke not of my maner of teaching.it 
is fre fo2 them to denice aptcr and to put 
them foth to their hcerers', lo they do it 
inthe frare of Sod to the I 
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